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' Moſt gracious Queen, | 


F HE following work, 


«juſt and 
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ble occurrences in the lives of Lady Warner 
= Elizabeth Warner, ne iiſter-in-law, I 
for an eaſy pardon of my preſumption 1 

in offering them to your majefty.. . —— 
Tux memoirs of heroical perſons, whoſe 
efforts have been to make the 3 of ſaints - 

their chiefeſt ſtudy, and their higheſt ambi- 
tion to excel in virtue, cannot but find a gra 
eious under the — of youn 


open | © 
tions before all other titles, even to crm ank 
ſceptres. Amongſt theſe great fouls, thoſe | 
ladies, whoſe lives. I write, 8 be regiſtes- i 
long concealed, nx 
providence, have taken air, andere. A 


ed, and whoſe virtues, fo 
a ſignal 


. make my humble addreſes, to beſeech your 


E | iv 1 1 A 
angels, were never willing to tranſmit 5 
terity, what otherwiſe might juſtly de 
the higheſt eſteem and veneration ; 
conſequently, the originals I have A — 
. of in compiling the actions of theſe holy per- 
fons lives, have by the importunity and au- 
thority of lady Ann Nevil of happy memory, 
late abbeſs of Pontoiſe,) been rather extor- 
ted frm the monaftry. of Graveling, than 
freely given; fo that l am beholden to my 
lady for the greater part of theſe memoirs, 
which ſhe had it duſtciouſly collected toge- 
ther, with a deſign to have put them in ſuch 
order as might fit them for the preſs. 
AFTER all my endeavours, I know theſe 
ſmall eſſays will not eſcape hard cenfures, 
and no precautions can ſecure me from ſe- 
vere chalenges upon this fubject. The re- 
fined policy of worldlings will never be able 
to brook this Hidden treaſure, nor abide to 
hear of this lady, who, in the flower of her | 
youth, ſo freely lighted the charms of a lo- 
ing huſband, 4 — children, and a plen- 
tif fortune,to make herſelf an intire ſacrifice 
to God. Theſe proceedings, I ſay, eſpecially 
ma ded reformation, will be traduced 
a5 the higheſt folly and greateſt piece of bigo- 
try; when, indeed, the following evangelical 
counſels have always been the diſcriminating 
tells, and diſlindtive figns of the true religion. 
Fox this reaſon, moſt gracious Queen, I 


majeſty 


We and 


n e 


0 de truly great, is always to be the , 


true, virtue is very powerful, but obloquies 

my endeavours to draw her true lineaments 
to the life ſo weak on the other, that your 
ſupporting hand will be wanting to encoun- 
ter the firſt and ſuſtain the ſecond. Whoſoe- 
ver reads the lives of my Lady Warner and 
her fiſter-in-law, muſt confeſs the features of 
their ſouls were incomparably amiable. For 
I po. 1's vat. wr Bo vis hs. I 
hereditary to them; beeauſe, if a good tre- 
muſt needs bear good fruit, it is not to e ; 
admired that a good child ſhould be born k 
a good mother. Lady Warner's mother hac 
ſo ſweet an air, and fo winning a comport- 
ment, that ſhe gained the hearts of all with 
whom ſhe converſed : nay, our late Queen 
of happy. memory, Henrietta Maria, mother 
of our gracious ſovereign, was fo far taken 


with her, that ſhe choſe her to be one of her 
maids of honour. 
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whether fortune ſmiles or frowns upon her ; 
neither elevated in proſperity, nor de} in 
adverſity, but ſhewing the of her 
foul in deſpiſing all things beneath it. This 
golden mein, this equal temper, the chriſtian 
world has always admired in your majeſty , 
but never more than in this preſent conjunc- 
ture. Hence, gracious Queen, I humbly 
conceive your majeſty's name the moſt pro- 
per under Heaven to countenance fuch a 
work as deſigns (by drawing the pictures of 
virtuous ladies) to publiſh and praiſe the con- 
tempt of all the world: for what can ſpeak ſo 
_ efficaciouſly a your example, the inſtability 
of all human felicity ? for, as your preſent 


f 1 


ſtate offers forcible motives towards diſpa- 


raging of all worldly greatneſs, fo the conſi- 
deration of your royal patience and unſha- 
ken conftancy, cannot but comfort the moſt 


 - afflited, and heal the wounds even of the 


moſt deſperate. Theſe virtues, moſt gra- 
cious Queen, grounded on chriſtian humi- 

lity, muſt neceſfarily at length be crowned. 
It was prudence, in not wreſtling with the 
mercileſs waves, and furious tumults of an 
„which has faved us the 


h del of Kings, and the 


the beſt of Queens, 
moſt of Princes: the humouring of 
a ſtorm is often the beſt way to ſteer a veſſel 
into the haven. Tis not for me to ſearch 
into the my ſteries and decrees of the higheſt ; 
I know as they are inſerutable in their ſecret 
courſes, ſo they are to be adored and reve- 


AT 

1 Gets, but when 
reflect on ſuch a ſeries and uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion of miraculous deliverances, which 
ee 
t, have attended the royal fami- 

7 11 A 


of your majeſty into your 
r gh a and. I don't rely up- 
2 flight or of birds, as the Hea- 
then Augurs did, dd but take my meaſures 
from better omens . the juſtice of your cauſe, 
the over-ruling . providence, which never 
leaves the juſt, the power of a moſt chriſtian - 
King, backed by the greater force of Heaven, 
which his zeal in fu religion and 
juſtice cannot but obtain, foretel the cer- 
tain and ſpeedy ruin of ufurpation and re- 
dellion. Methinks I hear the Au ao 
an of our iſland whiſpering in our | 
ear, as the ardi of een did in 
the ear of St. Toſe joyful words; ri/e, 
"and take the child, Sk mother and return 
ma country > for 4 are dead, who 
Jong the life of the child. : 
ARDON me, moſt gracious 
enlarging the epiſtle by this digreivon. The 
zeal I have for S if 
ration will a the length. I 
no more to add, 28 that on 
jeſty would vouchſaſe to honour 8 
moirs with your E x approbation, and 
accept this. tribute of my 22 
| which, with all imaginable fabmiſion, L lay 
down at your facred feet. That che gen 
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God of juſtice may ſpeedily reſtore your 
majeſty, and our gracious ſovereign to your 
thrones, and that, after a long and happy 
reign uppon earth, you may receive an ever- 
hfting crown of glory in Heaven, are the 
earneſt withes and daily prayers of, 


Quzrx, 


Your majeſty's moſt duriful and 
* molt devored fubjeft and ſervant. 
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| howſhe diſpoſed herfelf to take her reſt; with ſome | 


bother inconvemiencies ircident to thoſe times. Here 


The HoLY Lips of Book I. 
SHE was born on the 20th of April, in the year 
1636, at Hanmer-hall, in the town of Hanmer, 
Flintſhire, the ancient ſeat of the family whoſe name 
it bears; and in a few days ſhe there received her 
chriſtian name of Trevor in baptiſm, from Lord 
Baron Trevor, her god-father. 
_ Herr father was Sir Thomas W baronet, 
whoſe fidelity and loyalty recommended him to the 
honourable employment of cup-bearer to King 
Charles I. Her mother was Mrs. Elizabeth — 
of the ancient family of the Bakers of W hittingham- 
hall, in Suffolk ; whoſe birth, natural parts, beau- 
ty and education, rendered her worthy to be clio- 
ſen by Queen Henrietta Maria, as one of ker maids 
of honour. 
SOON after her birth, the civil wars of E 

began, in which her father employed the utmoſt of 
his power for the intereſt of his king ; but finding, 
after his majeſty's impriſonment, no poſſibility of 
render ing him any farther ſervice, (rather than re- 

main an uſeleſs ſpectator of his mitery,) he choſe 
to leave the kingdom and go for France, where he 
might be able to give more evident * 
of his duty, than he could in his own country; 
which he was daily expoſed to impriſonment, * 


2 


it was ſhe began firſt to difcover her inclinations to 
a religious lite, and pious deſires to caſt thoſe feeds, 
which afterwards growing up, came to ripeneſs 
and maturity. For Sir Thomas having brought 
| her and his lady to Paris, happened to take up his 
| lodgings ina catholick's houſe: ſhe was then about 
ten years old; and, in a ſhort time, had gained 
upon the ſon and daughter of the family, (who 
were about her own age, and had informed her 
how happy a life the religious of their.church lead, 
and given her ſuch an idea of it, as inflamed her to 
embrace it,) ſo much as to prevail on them privately 


„ 
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Book I. Lany Warxzs. 3 
DDr 
a little the town ; where her want of experi- 
ence perſuaded her ſhe ſhould be received as foon 
as ſhe preſented herſelf: for this end, ſhe ga- 
thered together what cloaths and other things ſhe 
had, 2 ſhe did not fo carefully put up, —4 
that ſhe dropt them as ſhe paſſed through the 
houſe; whereby her deſign was 1 up; and all 

the reward ſhe received for her intended devotion, 
was a ſevere correction from my lady her mother, 
tho? then detained ifi bed by her laſt ſickneſs ; but, 
tho” her deſign was -hindered,. ſhe went on in her 
wonted innocent divertiſements of making and 
adorning little oratories, whilſt others played. 

THE death of my lady gave Sir Thomas Hanmer 
more liberty of returning privately to England, to fee 
how his private concerns went there, and whether 
he might be any way uſeful to his king. in- 
ning his journey, he left his daughter Trevor in the 
care of an ancient burgher and his wife, who were 
Hugono, and had no children; where the might 
be out of dan; ger of improving ſuch — 4 
merly ſhe attempted, which he and his lady, who 
were both Proteſtants, could not but dif: 

Six Themas contriving, for his — thentiey, 

whilſt he was in England, to tos ne teen his. 
deen home as he could, retired to Hergrave- hall, 
near Rur; in Suffolk, where Sir Thomas Harvey, a 
loyal ſubject, and ſufferer for the king, having mar- 
ried my lady Penelope Gage, whoſe jointure-houſe 
it was, lived with his whole family. Here Sir 
s$ Hanmer, moved by the b y and excel- ; 
0 of Mrs. Suſan Harvey, daughter f 
Sir Romas, made his earneſt ſuit to her; and, at 
| kf, having obtained ker father's coulſent, as well | 
as her own, married her. 
Sin Thomas Hanmer's thoughts were either 9 
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1 The Hory LIrE of Book I. 
the dangers of thoſe troubleſome times, that he 
ſeemed almoſt to have forgot his daughter, who had 
now been above a year in Paris, without hearing from, 
him; inſomuch, that the people with whom ſhe 
was, believed him dead, ard lcoked upon it as a 
favourable effect of providence, that had this way 
found means of giving them an heireſs, whom they 
eſteemed and loved as their own child, and refolved to 
make ker ſo, as much as they were able: ſuch was her 
amiable ſweet diſpoſition, as won the hearts of all ſhe 
converſed with. But whilſt they pleaſed themſelves 
with this treafure, which providence, they thought, 
had ſent them, Sir Thomas Hanmer returned, and 
daſhed all their hopes; and, as a teſtimony of his 
_ Ws came expreſsly himſelf to bring her over 
BEIN G returned io England, he gave her her choice, 

either to go with him to her ſtep-mother in Suf- 
foik, or to live with her grand-mother, the lady 
Hanmer, at Haughton, in Flintſnire, which laſt place 
ſhe choſe. Here the former thoughts ſhe had at 
Paris returned, and ſhe deſiſted not to form new 
_ deſigns of executing them; which her grand-mo- 
ther diſcovering, gave notice of them to her father ; 
otherwiſe her want of ability to manage them, might | 
have expoſed her to ſeveral inconveniencies, which 
her want of experience could not fore:ee. 
Hex Father, upon this information, ſends for her 
to Hengrave, where ſhe is received with all imagi- 
nable kindneſs by my lady her ſtep- mother, which 
ſhe returned with that dul iful refpe& ard affection 
ſhe was able: here ſhe begged and obtained of her fa- 
ther (knowing into what a narrow compaſs his plenti- 
ful eſtate was contracted, by reaſon of ſequeſtration, 
and other inconveniencies he lay under) that he would 
not put himſelf to the expence of giving ber a ſer- 
vuant; deſigning hereby to inure herſelf to the exerciſe 


:4 of ſuch labours, as ſhe could not otherwiſe have the 


occaſion 


Bock I. LADpW WARNER. 5 
occaſion of practiſing; whereby ſhe might be the 
better able to prepare herſelf for the like labours in 
religion, to which ſhe ſtill found herſelf ſtrongly in- 
clined : and one day, whilſt ſhe was buſied in rubbing 
her chamber, her father ſuddenly came m upon her, 
and finding her upon her krees all in a ſweat, took 
her up in his arms ard embraced her, with tears in 
his eyes, telling her, God would one day give her a 
particular bleſſing, for conforming herſelf, after 

„ fo particular a manner, to thoſe circumftances, 
© to which his providence, and her kindneſs to 
« himſelf, had reduced her.“ 

Tux troubles rather increaſing than diminiſhirg, 

Sir Thomas (that his family might not be too trou- 
bie ſome to his father-in-law) reiolved to go and live 
wick his mother at Haughton; but he did not ſtay 
lorg there, for Sir Thomas Harvey urging his daugh- 
ter's return to him again, Sir Thomas Harmer ac- 
cepted his kind invitation, and left his daughter be- 
hind him, where her former defires of a religious 

life returned; and, to fit herſelf the better for that 
ſtate, ſhe hoped ſooner or later to enjoy, ſhe re- 
ſolved to begin the practice of thoſe mortiſicati- 
ons ſhe was likely to undergo; and as a prelude 

to thoſe pious auſterities, ſhe began to faſt once 

a week, abſtaining from meat and drink *till night ; 

ſhe roſe conſtar tly at midnight to her prayers, and 

cxercifed fuch labours and humble offices, as were 

cnly fit for her ſervant, upon the pretext ſhe found 

them beneficial to her health. She had her time 

tourly regulated from morning till night, a method 

ſhe began to practiſe whilſt ſhe was in Frarce, and 

rever after omitted, ſtill making rule and order the 

ſtandard of her actions. She was fo induſtrious in 
whatever ſhe undertook, that ſhe never failed to ac- 

—_— it; ard, by her ingenuity, not only learned 

the French tongue whilſt ſhe was at Paris, but, _ 

without the help of any maſter, acquired fuch a 

3 know- 
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6 The Holy Lips of Book I. 
knowledge of the Italian and Spaniſh tongues, as to 
underſtand any book. | 
Havixs lived ſome time in this manner here, 
her father ſent for ker to London, with a deſign to 
take her to live with him at Leweſſiam, not far trom 
thence, whither his lady and he refolved privately to 
retire themſelves in thoſe troubleſome times. Finding 
him here alone, her ſtep-mother not being vet 
come out of Suffolk, ſhe thought this a gcod occa- 
fion given her of bringing a bout her deſign; u here- 
fore the earneſtly intreated him, that, ſince there was 
no probability of better timès in England, (Crom- 
well having baniſhed the cavaliers, as well as ſequeſ- 
tered their eſtates) but rather that they would grow 
worſe, and he become leis able to provide for her, than 
row he was; and, if it plcated God, that any miſ- 
fortijne ſhould happen to him, ſhe knew how much 
it would be augmented by the thoughts of what ſhe 
would be lixcly to fuffer ; and, ſince her inclinations 
were wholly fixed upon it, defired him, that he 
would be pleaſed to give her care to go beyond fea, 
and alſo where with to enter into a monaſlgy, where 
ſhe might both live ſecurely, and die Eappily. Her 
reaſons were fo ſolid and ccnvircing, that he knew 


requeſt ; and his affectien for her was ſuch, that he 
thought the giving her hberty in this particular, could 
in no kind be ſo prejudicial to her, as thoſe ſuffer- 
ings ſhe might undergo if he denied her, and any 
misfortune ſhould happen to kimſelt. 

Havixs cbtained her father's confent, ſhe makes 
her application to tome ol her catholick acquaintan- 
ces, to beg their afliſtarce, to find a prieft that 
might direct her to ſorne monaſtry. Providence fo 
ordained it, that the perſon to whom, upon this occa- 


Jefus, who took to heart her concern, and adviſed 


her , 


þ TOP 


not v hat other anſwer to return, than a grant to her 


fion, ſhe was recommended, was one of her own fa- 


Y 
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her to go to Paris and enter there into a monaſtry of 
the order of Saint Bennet, that he ſhould recom- 
mend her to; and, giving her the rules of Saint 
Bennet, told her what pcrtion was required for her 
admittance, which Sir Thomas was contented to 
give; and, moreover, he undertook to be her con- 
ductor thither, and the very day was appointed, on 
which they were to begin their journey. 


CHAP. n. 


Her pious deſigrt croſſed by ber ftrp-mather 5 and 
what happened her *till the time of her marriage. 


 ENREAT reſolutions are felcem undertaken 


(efpecially in the way cf virtue) without 
Nee ting wirh great cppeſuions; the hopes the 
young lady had corceaved cf confecrating herſelf 
to God in 2 religious family, were nipp'd in the 
very bud: for, the night before ſhe was to ſet out 
from London, my Lady Hanmer, her ſtep-mother, 
came thither, and being informed that Sir Thomas 
had given his cor ſert for bis daughter's going 
abroad in order to become a nu, ufed ſuch mov- 
ing arguments to periuade him to recall his conſent, 
5 had their effect: telling him, All the world 
« weuld look upon it as an argument of her un- 
«« kindneſs, that, had ing ore only daugh er, be 
«© ſhauld diſpoſe of her no better than to impriſon 
& her in a monaſtry; that it would give ſuſ- 
„ picion alſo io the world, that he himfelf was a 
4 Papift, and conſequently ex pole him to greater 
% dfficulties than he lay under then; they being 
t perſecuted ro leſs for their religion, than for 
„their loyalty.” Theſe arguments cauſed Sir Tbo- 
mas to recall his conſent, aid reverſe all his former 
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promiſes. His hter, tho? ſhe received his 
n yet the ſor- 
row to fee herſelf on a ſudden deprived of that hap- 
mu ſhe thought herſelf ready to poſſeſs, was not 
y. As chearfully as ſhe could, ſhe accom- 
=: — af father and my lady to Leweſham, where, 
tor a year, ſhe continued much the fame kind of life 
the had led at Haughton ; at the end of which, her 
tather leaving Leweſham, ſent her to live with Mrs. 
Ellis, a relation of his at Halrhey in Wales. 
A rFirg which is ſmothered for a time, ſeldom 
2 tails of breaking forth afreſh; nay, rather feems 
- by impriſonment to get force and ſtrength: ſo it 
, happened with this young lady, whe, being now 
more mature than formerly, thought upon ſuch pro- 
bable means, as were Lkely to enable her to effec 
her deſires, which were theſe. Her father having 
early allowance, as his circum- 


aining 
-quired,) ſhe tcok this pretence 
2 and gxt it made inte mat} and 
fell it to his own tenants; by the profit of which 
ſhe hoped to augment her allowance to a c 
ey for her maintenance, after ſuch a manner as be- 
to ſubmit f to ſo baſe and ſordid a means, to 
an end as ſhe aimed at. Sir 
3 | 
condition ſhe fold orly to his own tenants, gave his 
conſent; ſo that ſhe pleaſed herſelf with the 
; — ———_ of being again enabled to compaſs 
z and, in a ont time, by her good 
to that little allow- 


be ſufficient to * her admittance 
But whilſt ſhe was thus in pur- 
22 
abortive, 
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abortive, as her father's tenants, in thoſe trouble- 
ſome times, grew fo poor, that they were not able 
to pay for what had bought of her. 

Bur tho? this deſign failed, inſtead of laying aſide 
the thoughts of a relgious life, which ſeemed now an 
improbable thing to accompliſh ; W 
even againſt hope, 2 — = — hg ; 
„ that the mig t not incapacitate er- 

ſelf tor that — ſhe ſo deſired. 
Times ſoon after growing a little better, her father 
was offered ſeveral confiderable matches for her, 
which he preſſed her to hearken to, by the ſame 
ents ſhe had uſed to him, to perſuade him to 
give his conſent for her being religi viz. That 
if any misfortune ſhould happen to him, the thoughts 
that he had provided for her, would be a comfort 
to him in it, and therefore earneſtly defired her to 
accept of any one of theſe offers ſhe liked beſt. 
A the other ſide, begged of him to ſhew the 
continuance of his affection to her, by not preſſing 
her to embrace that courſe of life, to which ſhe had 
a greater averſion than to any thing in the World; 
Lr e 
that of marriage. Her ſather, at that time, deſiſted 
from any farther importunity ; but a baronet, who 
vas one of her earneſt ſuitors, did not from his ; 
to avoid which, ſhe begged leave of her father to go 
out of the country, and obtained his conſent for her 
going to live at Mr. Hawley's, at Brentford, near 


who had lived with her at Alrhey, where they had 
contracted a very particular friendſhip. But here 
fin wes not frnnd, as ſhe hoped, from her ſuitor's 
importurity, who followed her, and had 
father's letter to her, to perſuade her 10 grant his 
requeſt. The letter, joined with the baronet's 
— 8 . but her 
B 5 ſuiter, 
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ſuitor, having received ſeveral denials by word of 
mouth, reſolved to make his laſt attempt by letter, 
in which he very pathetically expreſſed his paſſion 
for her, telling her, amongſt other things, That 
c whatever he ſuffered, if ſhe denied him now, it 
« ſhould be the laſt folicitation he would ever give 
her the trouble of.” This letter, with her 
father's perſuaſions in his, put her into a doubt what 
to do; and, in this perplexity, the conſulted her cou- 
_ ing who uſed all the arguments ſhe could to pre- 
vail on her not to give him any farther denial. Her 
counſel had ſuch an aſcendency over her, that ſhe 
writ him a civil anſwer ; which ſhe had no ſooner 
done, and given it to her maid to ſend off, but the 
thoughts of the former happineſs ſhe had 
to herſelf, returned in fo forcible a manner, and the 
reſolutions ſhe had taken, of not putting herſelf into 
— _— that might render her incapable of that 
; came fo ſtrongly to her thuughts, that, 
n heF#maid was down ſtairs, ſhe called her back, 
took the letter from her, and immediately burnt it, 
giving another, in which ſhe defired her ſuitor, if 
he had the affection he pretended for her, to ſhew 
it, by keeping his promiſe, in never more troubling 
her in a matter of that nature. 

Ir was no wonder that he, as well as other perſons 
of quality, expreſſed fo great an earneſtneis of gain- 
ing her; ſince beth her exterior and interior endow- 
ments were ſuch, as challenged the affection ard 
admiration of all that knew her z and, I conceive, I 
cannot have a more fit place, to give the reader a fa- 
tisfaQory deſcription, and ſhort portraiture of both, 
than this. She was above the middle ſtature of 
- women, excellently well ſhaped; her complc xion not 
extraordinary fair, but comely ; her features were 

charming, her eyes brown as well as her hair; and 
her countenance had ſuch a particular ſweetre's 
as ſeveral painters, who drew her pictures, admir- 


» 
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ed, but owned their ſkill not ſufficient to expreſs. 
This beautiful ſymmetry of her body, was accom- 
panied with no leſs lovely qualities of her mind. 
Her humour was grave and ferious; yet ſwee- 
tened with ſuch an affability, as rendered her con- 
verſation agrecable and eaſy, ſought after and 
defired by all. This created a freedom in thoſe 
ſhe converſed with, as the other kept them at a cer- 
tain becoming diftance. She was an excellent 
friend, and where ſhe once took a liking, twas 
impoſſible for any to alter it ; and tho” there were ve- 
ry few, to whom ſhe expreſſed a particular friend- 
ſhip; yet the choice ſhe made evidenced the good- 
neſs of her judgment; they being ſuch, as deſerved 
it. She was not eaſily moved to anger; yet her 
meekneſs did not hinder the expreſſion of her reſent- 

ments, when ſhe had juſt cauſe : ſhe was a lover 
of frugality and — ; ſet a high value upon- 
time, and had every hour of the day regulated; 
took no reſolutions, but with mature confideration, 
and was as conſtant in the execution of what ſhe 
once reſolved upon. She had a clear and piercing 


was brought up, that neither the intreaties, or 
of her elder brother, Sir John Hanmer, 
could perſuade her to alter it; who, at his return 
out of Portugal, (where he became a catholick, 
whilſt he ſtudied in the Engliſh ſeminary at Liſbon) 
was fo 2exlous for his religiany that Tor ang oem 

his knees, and with tears, begged of her ta em- 
brace it: and nothing, at length, but the hopes ſhe 
had of entering into a religious life, could ever make 
her think of changing her principles; and ſhe 
very often uſed to fay, + That thoſe deſires ſo tant: 


_ & ported "a 
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oy ported her, as often as they occurred, that ſhe 


| The firſt interview between ber and Sir John War- 
ner; her marriage, and behavicur in the world. 

AVING given you the deſcription of what 
ſhe was, it is time to let you know thoſe ſe- 
ſcret and hidden ways God makes uſe of, to draw 
8 to his ſervice. It 3 whilſt 


the was informed of Sir 
of her, to wit: That ſhe was likely, beſide the 
large fortune her father for her, to be 
heireſs to three thouſard pounds a year, ſhould her 
brother die without iſſue, who was not yet married, 
and was in poſſeſſion of Mr. Paker's eſtate, his 
uncle by his mother. But both Sir John and ſhe, 
u ere ſo far from any thoughts of marriage, that 
what they were told of each other made ro impteſ- 
ion. However, what heaven had fo happily de- 
| creed, was at length ac 

For Sir Thomas Hanmer, refolving to leave 
Suffclk, and return to a houſe of his own, called 
Betisfield in Wales, (where he might now be able 
to. live at quiet,) irterded to take his daughter 
long with him; ard, for that end, ſert to her 
to 


Warner, as 
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to meet him and her at London; where 
he waited ſome time ſor the concluſion of a match 
that was in treaty between his fon, Sir John Hanmer, 
and Mrs. Alſton's daughter, an heireſs to ſeven 
hundred pounds a year, whoſe mother was aunt 
to Sir John Warner by his father's fide; who 

was lately dead; and Sir John, being now in the 


3 


poſſeſſion of his eſtate, diſpoſed of his affairs in 


order to travel into France, and had begun his 


journey; but by Mrs. Alſton's intreaties, deferred 


proſecuting it, till after his couſin's marriage, 


which was to be ſolemnized within a fortnight © 


or three weeks. Whilſt Sir John ſtaid Here 


with his aunt, it happened that ore day Sir John 
Hanmer came to viſit his miſtreſs, and 
ſiſter along with him. Tho” the firſt fight of her 
made no impreſſion at all upon Sir John Warner, 
(as before mentiored,) yet the ſecond did, and fo 
forcibly too, as made him immediately lay aſide 
his former deſigns, ard reſolve to make his applica- 
cations to her ; which he ſhould never have had the 


reſolution to have done, had he known how ſevere 


and averſe ſhe had ſhewn herſelf to her former 
ſuitors: for theſe being the firſt addreſſes he had 
ever made to any woman in the way of courtſhip, 


any 
he would rot willingly have expoſed himſelf-to a2 


denial; having refuſed very conſiderable matches 


that were offered him, as he was urwilling to mar- 
ry during the continuation of ſuch unſettled times. 
PROVIDENCE, which often makes uſe of contra- 


ry means to bring about its own deſigns, 


wonderfully in this, and gave the las y no lefs incli- _ 


nation to receive, than it gave Sir John to make his 
addrefies. This was extremely wondered at by 


thoſe whe knew her diſpoſition ; nay, even by her- 


ſelf, who befcre had entertained fo great an antipa- 
thy to matrimony. In fine, ſhe, who had ſtood out 


ſeveral years courtſhip from others, was obtained 


brought his 


1 


> vi 
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in three weeks time by Sir John; who, the week 


after his couſin's eſpouſals, was married in London, 
the ſeventh of June 1659, by Dr. War- 

* biſhop of Rocheſter. * 88 

AL rRHo' ſhe now embraced a ſtate of life, whol- 
ly inconſiſtent with that of a religious profeſſion; 
yet ſhe ſeemed ſtill to have a ſpecial affection and 
inclination for thoſe virtues, which adorn even the 
moſt perfect calling: and, not long after her mar- 
riage, ſhe had a ſingular trial given her, as well of 
humility as of patience; which was the more ſenſi- 
ble, becauſe given by one ſhe ſo paſſionately loved. 
Sir John Warner having accepted of Sir John Han- 
mer, his brother-in-law*s invitation, to live with him 
at W hittingham-hall in Suffolk, not far from his own 
eſtate, went with him to take a httle ramble about 
the country, without acquainting his lady whither he 
went. At his return, my Lady arner, after an ex- 
preſſion of her joy to fee Sir John come home ſafe, 
made a kind expoſtulation with him, Why he 
„ would be fo unkind as to leave her fo long in 
« that ſolicitude, by going and ſtaying fo long 
& abroad without having acquainted ker of his 
« intention.“ He, like other young men, often too 
Jealous of loſing their authority, by too kind a 
jon to their wives, made an ill 1 interpre- 
tation of her kind demand, it as a 
ſort of controlment, and told her, It belonged 
« not to her to require an account of his actions; 
& that he would have his liberty to go and come, 
« when he pleaſed, without informing any one 
« why, and wi®her he went.” This unexpected 
anſwer might well have created a diſturbance in one 


that was not endowed with that ſpirit of obedience- .. 


and 31 —_— b 
proved, by falling upon her and begging 

pardon for ſuch an offence, and promiſed never more 
to be guilty of the like ; 2 
b N 
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tually kept during her life after. This was the 
only miſunderſtanding that ever happened between 
them whilſt they lived together. 
Mx Lady Warner being now big with child, and 
Sir John thinking it convenient ſhe ſhould lie- in at 
his own houſe at Parham, moved it to her. She 
joyfully accepted the propoſal, and declared how 
much more it would be to her ſatisfaction to live 
there, (notwithſtanding the trouble ſhe knew the 
care of houſe-keeping would mevitably give her,) 
as ſhe hoped to be free from ſuch a cortinual 
concourſe of company, as rendered ker life leſs 
pleafant where ſhe was; but yet, that ſhe would 
never have complained of it, had not he kindly 
made this offer to her: for tho? nothing was more 
pleaſing to her, than quietnefs and retirement; yet, 
ſince ſhe thought the other more agreeable to him, 
ſhe would willingly ſacrifice ker own fatisfaQtion to 


— "mk 
Sts John's elder fiſter, Mrs. Ann Warner, Who 


lived with my Lady Pettus, her mother-in-law, 
at Caſtor, near Norwich, being dangerouſly ill, 
ſent for him; whither he went, and carned my 
lady with him. His fifter dying, he brought her 
body to be buried at Parham; and, remaining there, 
took his other ſiſter, Mrs. Elizabeth Warner, a- 
long with him: where ſhe was no ſconer come, 
but ſhe was preſently viſited by all the neighbours, 
and, among the reſt, Sir John Warner's nurſe, 
who, upon that gecount, taking a little more li 
than the others did with my lady, who, in compli 
ance to the faſhion, wore patches, told eve 
«© Madam, God Almighty Ar given you a | 
« good face; why will you ſpoil it with theſe ugly | 
> black things ? If he had put them there, Tam 
| 4 ſure you could not have taken it well, and with 
& reaſon too, for your face would not haye ben 
4 half fo handſome.” This axe was © 


fully 
: 
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fully accepted by my lady, that ſhe immediately 
took them off, and never wore them any more. 

1 75 paſſages as theſe are often ridiculed as a 
piete of bigotry, by theſe who do not willingly ad- 
mit of any thing which may abate their pride, or 
take off from their vanity. 1 
nate goodne!s of her's was to heaven, even before 
her converſion, may be „ dan- 
gers, which ſhe happily eſcaped. 

Su was naturally fearful in a coach, and the 
bad roads, as well as her condition, (being now big 
with child,) ſo augmented her fear, oy, the would 
no more make uſe of one, but would rather go to 

church on foot; which, tho” a mile from the houſe, 
the never failed to do twice of a Sunday, even in 
the winter time. Sir this very trou- 
bleſome, and knowing the liked to ride ſingle, 
(being an excellent horſe-woman,) bought her a 
gelding, which ſhe no ſoqner mounted, than be 


T tel to kicking, till he threw her off, and continu- 
| 


ing ſtill to kick, came ſeveral times near her head 
with his feet: but it pleaſed God to protect her and 
the child ſhe was then big of, from any hurt by this 
accident, as he had dore a little before from much 
fuch another, to wit: Sir John, to divert himſelf, 
coming out of his own coach, wherein ſhe was, 
to drive arother gentleman's carriage, in which the 
ſervants were, over-turned it ; which ſhe hearing 
of, and fearing he was 2 the boot 
of the coach to go to him, without receiving any 
more hurt by this fright and — leap, 
than Ss the accident before mentioned, A 
God ing herſelf and child for his future ſer- 
vice. The time of her lying-in drawing near, ſhe 


gave notice of it to her father; who (tho? then 

at Betisfield in Wales, near two hundred miles from 

Parham,) to ſhew the great affection he had for 
W 


Lady WARNER. nn 


3 and, to make 


infomuch, that her own, as well as the child's life, - 
was in great danger; and ſuffered fo much pain, 
that ſhe was often tempted to hit her head againſt 
the bed-poſts with fuch violence as might put an 
end to her; but, inſtead of giving way to fuch 
| temptations, ſhe endeavoured to ſuffer all with 
what patience ſhe was able; looking upon it as a 
juſt puniſhment from God, for havirg neglected 
thoſe good purpoſes ſhe had made of dedicating 
herſelf entirely to his ſervice ; and therefore re- 
folved, if God ſpared her own and infant's hfe, 
to bring it up with the ſame ſentiments God had 


given her of that ſtate ſhe had now made herſelf 


hoping it might afterwards embrace 


capable of; 
life 


was the ker; 
and the is hopeful 
plant, by her in Fer firſt years, 
(when all 0” ae 
moſt i by a ſe- 
cond on the 
r5th of! on the 20th, 
by the Hanmer, 
her early 
Was 


HE 
Fi 


— 
— 
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ſelves, that, without doubt, it conduced very much 
to their embracing that ſtate, which they now 
happily enjoy, in the Engliſh monaſtry, of the 
order of St. Bennet, at Dunkirk. 
SHE was not only thus diligent in her duty to 
her children, but uſed equal management in her 
domeſtick affairs of leſs moment. Firſt, as ſoon 
| a5 the got up in the morning, having ſpent half 
an hour at her devotions in her clofet, which ſhe 
alſo did conſtantly before ſhe went to bed, ſhe 
applied herſelf wholly to her domeſtick con- 
cerns; and chearfully took an exact account of 
all things that were brought in, or ſpent in the 
houſe that day; and tho?” there was a ſteward, 
whoſe employment it was to look into ſuch affairs, 
yet ſhe would needs eaſe him of this trouble, and 
take it upon herſelf, that he might have time to 
mind other buſineſs of more conſequence. *T is 
true, ſhe was rot ſtinted, as ſhe might commard 
of the ſteward what money ſhe pleaſed; yet, to 
diſpatch All things in a more quiet and orderly man- 
ner, ſhe defired Sir John to allow herſelf and chil- 
dren a particular ſum; whereupon he offered her 
one hundred pounds a year: this condeſcenſion was 
kindly received; yet her anfwer was, that fifty 
would be ſufficient; which ſum ſhe ma d ſo well 
as never to exceed it; tho”, at the fame time, by her 
prudent conduct, maintained herſelf and children ac- 
cording to their quality. Neither did this charge or 
care hinder her in the leaſt from acquieſcing to 
whatever Sir John would ſay or do; to whom ſhe 
always paid a moſt humble and entire ſubmiſſion; 
as may be learned from the following paſſage. £ 
Ir happened that Sir John's s uncle, Mr. Robert 
Warner, having an annuity of fifty pounds, had 
vritten a letter by the poſt to this effect: That tho? 
there was but half a year duę, yet having particular 
uſe for . he deſired t be would advance 
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another half year, and fend him fifty ds 
cepted, and another counterfeited, fo like 
hand, that he himſelf, when firft ſent = took it 
to be his own, *till ke had read it, and found the 
contents different from what he writ : for, inſtead 
of returnirg the money, the cheat had deſired it 
| ſhould be paid the bearer, a friend of his, who had 
furniſhed him with it, and that he would give him 
a kind entertainment for his fake. The cheat ap- 
aring very genteelly mounted, and pretending he 
lad ſent his ſervant back to the next market-town, 
to enquire after a ſilver-hilted ſword he had loft out 
of his belt on the way, and with orders to expect 
his return thither the next day; Sir John did not 
in the leaſt doubt his honeſty; tho my lady, more 
apprehenſive of the rogue's villainy, fo far ſuſpec - 
ted him, as to requeſt of Sir John not to give him 
any money, till better adviſed by his uncle. But 
the hand being ſo well counterfeited, and the ſeal 
of his coat of arms alſo, he told her he was fure 
it was his uncle's letter ; and therefore ordered the 
ſteward to pay him the money. And, when after- 
wards the cheat was diſcovered, ſhe was fo far 
from cenſuring Sir John, as well as from faving, 
«© Tf he had believed her, he would have faved his 
% money ;” that ſhe never fo much as took the 
leaſt notice ef it to him; which ſhewed, that tho? 
ſhe took great care of what Sir John committed to 
her charge, yet ſhe did not in the leaſt intermeddle 
or concern herfelf in what belonged to his ma- 
nagement; but left it entirely to himſelf to act as 
he thought proper 3 and as 2 
belonging to charge to his great ſatisfac- 
Ar. ſubmiſſive to all his orders; 
and, left ſhe might diminiſh that ſatis faction, ſhe 
requeſted he would command all things as he 


© pd Rc own judgment, 
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the leaſt uneafineſs in his 


2X RAID; and endeavour to 
the whole employment of their ſervants. 


y in this employment, but in the af- 
ternoon 
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ternoon alſo; cauſing ſuch, whoſe circumſtances, 
would permit them, to work in her preſence; that 
ſhe might read to them whilſt they were there: 
and took care not only to give them all a conſtant 
employment ; butalfo, that whilſt their hands were 
at work, their minds might be piouſly taken up 
with attention to what they heard. 

Tunis care in regulating and forming her family, 
according to the maxims of chriſtian duty, tho? 
great and fingular, yet was too narrow a ſphere to 
bound or limit her charity; which exter ded not only 
to domeſticks, but embraced the neceſſitous ſtate of 
all, efpecially of thoſe who were helpleſs and laden 
with afflictions; infomuch, as ſhe could never look 
upon any in miſery or diſtreſs, but ſhe conſidered 
their condition as her own, and gave them yay 
fuccour ard aſſiſtance: ard that ſhe might do this 
the better, ſhe would never be induced to play fo 
money; ſaying, © She had none to loſe, but w 
= to the poor; for what ſhe 

that allowance Sir John had given 
had ein & wii: ad os th GS ehes- 
table as to give conſiderable alms to the indigent. She 
took ſpecial care that the poor, who came at dinner 
time, ſhould be duly ferved; ordering, that when 
1 object of charity prefented itfelf, they 

give her notice of it; when ſhe never failed 
to reheve them bly to their neceſſities. 
If any nei r fell fick, ſhe was rot content to 
ſend them cordial waters, ſy and fuch-like 
helps, which ſhe had prepared for that erd ; but 
bo he favor of toes herſelf ; and, by that 
means, ſee if they wanted more than their 
e Gon we. In ſhort, nothing obſtruQed 
towards them, as may appear by her 
——— half a mile on foot to aſſiſt a poor reigh- | 
bour in child-bed, and this even at midnight, in the 
rigid ſeafon of winter, thro* me faow, ous. —_ 
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ſhe ſaved the woman's life, who, had not my lady 
come, would have certainly died in * She 
had a very compaſſionate nature, which ſhe uſed to 
blame as cowardice, becauſe it would not permit 
her to dreſs the wounds and ſores of thoſe for whom 
the was fo concerned; yet ſhe ſupplied 
this defect, as much as ſhe was able, by giving them 
ſuch plaſters, and ointments, as ſhe made for all 
forts of ailments : nor was ſhe leſs diligent in hav- 
. ing at handall kinds of remedies, that ſhe 
might diſtribute them to the moſt i z and, at 
the fame time, fo careful, that ſhe admitted none 
into her receipt-book, e 


HR . 


; r 


judiciouſly how to ſuit herſelf to thoſe the converſ- 
ed with, without any offence either to the preſent 
or abſent; joining always ingenuity with inſtructi- 
? on; for being well read, and having an extraordinary 

memory, which made what ſhe had ſeen or read 
her _= ſhe never wanted excellent ſubjects, 
2 for long , nl ws never — 


ary) took every 
opportunity ſhe could, of fpeaking well of all, and 
turning every thing, by a pious artifice, toꝶ the 
beſt ſenſe, excuſing the intention, if ſhe could not 
approve of the action; and conſequentiy never 
employed her wit in railing, or throwing aſperſions 
on others; but, on the contrary, if any ore offered 
into leſs charitable inſinuations, ſhe was the firſt 
that ſhewed a diſlike by her ſilence; ard thereby 
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gave them a kind check to be more wary hereafter : 
„(as I ſaid before,) ſeverity and affability, in 
ſuch 2 manner, that love and fear ſeemed to go hand 


ſo the other rendered it not uneaſy 


in hand; r 


being wil- 


ling to quit any ſubject, tho? ever ſo ſuitable to 


their own humours, rather than leſſen her diverſion : 
and therefore, when any ha- —— — — 


or cenſuring others, or talking of any light and un- 


profitable thing, (which 1s . the theme of 
worldly conver ſation, ) her preſence, as well before, 
as after her 1 was of ſufficient authority io 
filence them; and Mrs. Trevor Hamnmer*s, or my 
Lady Warner's e, would be a forcible 


cauſe of turning the — diſcourſe, into ſuch as 


might be pleaſing to her; which evidenced how far 
they were from regretting the interruption. of 
their own diſcourſe, and how glad of the occaſion 
of enjoying her's , which was ever diverting, plea- 
ſing and innocent. 


CHAP. IV. 


The firſt beginning and acc fern of ber conver fron. 
AA ro ih ea God, who diſpoſes all things 


no leſs effectually than ſweetly, would no 

permit one, who had lived up fo ſtriftly to 
are 
light of grace. The beginning of her converſion was 
after this manner: Her father, Sir Thomas Hanmer, 
in order to amuſe her, and live comfortably together 
for ſome time, invited Sir . John and herſelf, with 
their whole family, to ſpend the winter with him at 
Bensfield ; whither, as foon as ſhe had recovered - 


| her firength, after lying-in of her youngeſt daugh- 


drverſion was 
Sir 


ter, they began their journey. Her 
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herſelf in ſo ſecure a way to ſalvation, that 
has (ounker's hind and carnet intreaties to her to 


23 prize her when ſhe heard. "thi was the belief the 
1 A of which ſhe hi- 
3 ackrowledged a member. 
Ons night, after ſuppet, it happened, 22 
Lady Hanmer, in a ditcourſe about religion 
| firmed, ** That the Bl f the Red Preſence of, | 
oO = by the pablo ns or 
4 1 the public the church 
— 1 — 
e manded to de read in all churches in the king- 
&« dom Lady Warner, ſurprized at this aſſer- 
dom, modeſtly replied; * Then, madam, I have 
« hitherto been very ignorant in the religion I pro- 
«© feſs, and have been brought up in from my child- 
* hood.” My lady ftill perſiſted in her aſſertion, 
and admired at her ignorance in fo conſiderable a 
1 e 
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faith, as there was but one God and one 


.26 
but 
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ſoon ict 
but make a civil acknowledgement for his kind con- 


cern; which gave him hopes that a ſecond 
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2 9 which ſhe could nat but 
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e whilſt he expreſſed his, by his kind viſits, and 
« the 1 28 for her eternal 
« happineſs.” t my lady's anſwer gave the 
young gentle woman no ſatisfaction ; and, therefore, 
ſhe never left importuning her, *till ſhe had pro- 
miſed to accompany her to a Proteſtant deftor, 
who, as ſhe told my lady, Would convince 
«« her of the falſity of all, that this prieft had told 
« her.” My lady, the more willingly conde- 
ſcended to her importunities, becauſe ſhe looked 
upon it, as an occaſion that providence had given 
her, of being better ſatisfied, concerning the Real 
Preſence, which ſhe ſtill doubted of; yet compli- 
ed with her, upon condition, that the doctor ſhould 
not know who ſhe was; that ſhe might with more. 

propoſe her doubts to him; refolving, ſince 
ſhe had this opportunity given her, to try what ani 
wer the doctor would make to thoſe catholick te- 


TR; 
* 
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28 The Hol Y Lirez of 
4 teſtant opinion concerning the ſacrament? He 


grace, about theſe 
« points, with the fame freedom, he had done with 
6 me; and that the biſhop told him, doctor, I am 
4 of your opinion.“ g 56 

Mx lady was ſurprized to hear theſe opinions, ſu 
' frequently railed at, by thoſe of her own church, 

row, in a manner, owned by a doctor e fame ; 
and, as Dr. Buck affirmed, even by t 


- 8 N 
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it, the l of Canterbury himſelf; - and af- 
— co: „ „ That this diſcourſe of his 
«© wrought more upon her, than all ſhe heard from 
4 catholicks could ever have done; and was trou- 
„ bled to ſee herſelf ſo ignorant, at that age, in "2 

of religion of fo great moment ; and to 

herſelf ſo unſettled in her faith, as to doubt, 

« whether ber own, or the Roman catholck re 


HE trouble and diſquiet, which my key fe found 
„after this diſcourſe, compelled her to 
favour 


WT. 


That her belief, as to which was the 
1 was wavering, and unſettled; 
was ſo reſtleſs and di 
eared whether ſhe was of any re- 
ligion at all; and that, if ſhe died in this doubt- 


8 8 88 89 


both by his 
var ad us, in Ending fan ren oli 
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„to her houſe at Parham, whither ſhe was going 
* the next day; to whom ſhe might 
« difficulties, and, by his affiſtance, regain that 

repoſe of mind ſhe ſſed before this accident 


111 


to ſend one 
diſturb her- 
that God had 
| in her foul, for her ad- 
2 ſhort time would calm the 
iſed, if ſhe him 

«© with a filial and * N hat 
« his wiſdom would help and direct her wavering 
„ judgment into the right way; but deſired her 
„ alfo to take great care, bi paſſion or intereſt 

« ſhould interpoſe, and hinder his divine 


it 


„ in her ſoul.” 

A FORTNIGHT after her return to 
father Hanmer failed not to perform his 
and ſent one father A of the 
Jeſus, with a letter to my lady, to 

«© the bearer of it was ſuch a friend of his, as 
«© had defired him to ſend to her; 1 4 
4 her all the fatisfaQion ſhe could poſſibly 


1 


Te; 


had takennotice, ard was much troubled that my lady 
was more melanc holy, ſince her return home, than 
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in pain till ſhe did ſo; but 
they being alone together, ſhe told him, << 
« requeſt to beg of him, which, for the 
«© our Saviour, ſhe deſired him not to deny ber; 


ö 


f 
2 


+ 
'F 


i 
2 
1 


« was in his power to grant; fince ſhe c 
4 but know, it was as great a ſatisfaction to hi 
4 to grant her defire, as it could be to her 
«© tam it.” Upon this, She defired him 


5 
7 


* 
— 


ee her leave to fave her ſoul; he told her, © 1 


8 
* 


c he was now more ſtruck at the requeſt itſelf, . ; 


< than before at the manner of aſking it; becauſe 


ed to be ſo ſbe told him alſo, © That this gentle- 


22 whom her uncle Hanmer had ſent, had 


« given her ſuch a clear knowledge of the Roman 
** catholick faith, and fuck coormcng 


in her reſolutions, telling her, That, oftentimes; 
* too 


6c that Ke had a foul to ſave as well as ſhe; and 
60 intereſt, or los of reputation, 
0 ſhould hinder him from doing what was neceſſa- 


© ry to obtain falvation; that he was troubled no 


4 leſs, than herſelf was, upon what ſhe had rela- 
K ted, and affured her, that he would not reſt ſa- 
5+ tisfied, till he was — convinced, which 
66 of the two religions was the trueſt; that, per- 
« haps, after a diligent enquiry, he might be of 
66 1 fame mind with her, and that it would be 


« the would then have Belle reaſon to acquieke 
« thoſe he had given her for it; and 


laſtly,” 66 


precipitate zeal, is apt to out-run reaſon and 


her, for ſome time at leaſt, t@ 
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that ad to bb and which Chriſt came into this 
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+ > 4 
Warner's converſion, and bow bub 
reſalue to enter upon @ religious 


«© was a doubt, in the Proteſtant church, of a point 
« of ſo great conſequence, as that of true ordina- 
cc tion was) whether there could be any danger of 
« his ſalvation, if, for this reaſon, (and becauſe 


wr - 
church he was in, 2 and had 
in it all things neceſſary to ſalvation; aſſuring 
bim, That, in a ſhort time, they would both be 
c united; the chief difference betwiit them, 
04 conſiſting in the pope's uſurping a power, beyond 
„ what Chriſt had given him; and their church 
bim to be the firſt, but not 


church were a member of this? 

Tun Third; Whether there was abs 
the Roman catholick church ? 

Warn Sir John came to Lambeth, ang aſked 
to ſpeak with my lord, he would rot give him au- 
dience, before he ſent in his name, which he bare- 
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bred up in the Roman catholick re 
- but, for 
educated a Prot 
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c tion, than by educating them hi 


r 
a him to one, who ſhould make it 
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4 a propoſition as he had made, was in vain, be- 
rendered the 1 


& hazard of his own ſalvation.” 
Here, my lord was interrupted by a 

about ten years of age, his relation, 

ing to Weſtminſter ſchool, with w 


ther trouble, or believing it might diſguſt Sir John, 
to ſee him trifle away his time thus with this youth, 


to break off the diſcourſe, 


L 
7 


| 
; 
: 


S712; 


with Sir John to Dr. Dolbin, (then dean of Weſt- 
r biſhop of Rocheſter, and, 
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ien, and commanded him to go along 
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telling him, That he had it 
Whereupon the doctor recommended 


penſed, by ung a ſpectatrix 
wiſhed and prayed for. And, when he- told her, 
«© That, ſince his reſolution of embracing the Roman 
” cam works, he to receive again that 
es quiet and repoſe of mind, he had loſt om the 
46 time he | to doubt cf his own religi- 
% on;” ſhe » © That ſhe had experienced 
ce the like ; but that it was in compariſon 
of che comfort and fatisfaction ſhe enjoyed after 
tc her reconciliation; which was acompanied with 
& ſuch an aſſurance of her being in a ſecure way 
« to eternal happineſs, that, ſhould father Travers 
« renounce the religion ſhe had embraced by his 
4 inſtruction and advice; yet this change in him 
« would not trouble her in the leaſt ; or give her 
4 the leaſt diſcſteem of what the now profeſſed.” 
Six John was received in the catholick church 
Jul the Gb 1664 ; and he afterwards experienced 
| tranſport and ſecurity in his ſoul, = bs nay 
hed ra tin haves. of 5 0 and fuch as it is i 
ble for an ore to imagine, but thoſe that have felt 
it. 'The of this was a ne means for Sir 
John's executing his other defign of leaving the world 
which the devil (fince he had no ſucceſs n 
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notice at his firſt coming to Parham, ) tho” indeed he 
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the former) reſolved now to prevent; foreſeeing, that 


_ - a religious ſtate would be no lefs beneficial to theſe 


happy proſelites in their way to heaven, than what 
oe lm repens N 

magnifie to him the preſent happi- 
nt in Go ned, in fo incomparable a 
wife, ſo good an eſtate, and fo handſome and conve- 
nient a houſe ; which he had finiſhed and furniſked, 
at great expence ; but as yet had not received the 
leaſt fatisfaQtion from it, notwithſtanding the 1 
he had taken, ard the trouble ard c changes he had 
been at, in building it ; alfo, how impoſſible it 
would be, to find any comfort or ſatisfaction, 
ſhould he quit fo good and kind a cor ſort, the ſe- 
paration from whom he would never be able to fur- 
vive; how difficult it would likewiſe be, to obſerve 


what was neceſſary in the ſtate he aimed at, per- 


continency, poverty, and obedience. But 
God's grace ſtill aſſiſted hirn with reaſons to anfwer 
theſe objections. Furſt, that (as Mr. Travers tcok 


was as happy as he could wiſh to be, at preſent ; 
yet, as what he added, if it would laſt always, then 
ſtruck him; a how tran- 
ſitory this happineſs was, m to over-come 
theſe ; to which alſo this ſeaſonable re 
fle ction did not a little contribute, viz. That, if he re- 
fuſed to follow God's call he might thereby provoke 
him, to deprive him of what he chiefly took a plea- 
ſure in, as a juſt puniſhment for that ingratitude, 
and make him as well miferable in this 
world, as in the next; for refuſing to reſtore to 
God, what he ſo liberally had beſtowed upon him. 
THESE thoughts renewed his good cefires, and 
made him again to return to God what- 
ever ke had given, and, what he had valued above 
al his other benefits, his LADY; to whom he 
lit he bd ea. 


P 


at - The Hol r Lirz of Bock J. 


kindneſs, than to forfeit the greateſt comfort and ſa- 
rener 
pineſs and contentment in the next. Nor did be 
think it a ſufficient compliance with God's call, to 
_—_— — (as the devil would have perſuaded 
was enough) if ſhe chanced to die firſt ; be- 
then the hving in it, would have been a trou- 
22 and would be elſe but to con- 
fecrate that to God, which he was weary of; and, 
therefore, could not be ſo acceptable a facrafice, as 
now it would. Beſides, it was as probable ſhe 
might as well out- live him, as he her; and then it 
would be out of his power to ſhew any correſpon- 
dence at all to God's inſpiration. Wherefore, he 
renewed his defign ga of embencing — 
and finding, his lady's inclinations intirely 
r = 2 hee 19m Dr rg 
wards to praQice) that, for the time they ſhould 
continue together in the world, they ſhould live as 
— whin ſequenced, nat as mmnvan wake, 
but as brother and ſiſter ; tho”, to avoid giving oc- 
caſion of ſuſpicion, and "leſt theſe their re ſoluti- 
ons ſhould too ſoon take air; they would continue 
to live together, as to outward appearance, in the 
fame manner as before. 
Tnus lived from the 6th of July, "ill 
_ the 27th of z and God, as a teſtimony 
of the truth of their vocations, took away all the 
difficulty, that is in a ſtrict obſervance of conti- 
nency; even amidſt the continual occaſions to the 
contrary : which fo convinced Sir that 
— — n that he reſolved 
ſpeedily to diſpoſe things for his going beyond- ſea, 
by a ſettlement of his eſtate. In order to which, he 


As foon as his brother came [to Parham, Sir 
John diſcorered hi intention to hi 
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no ſons, he deſigned to make him heir to his eſlate, 

portions to his daughters; and that he 
ould make 1 conditions with him, that might 
way him to do what he himfelf was not convin- 
= od wes the the tes but only defired, in requital 
of this his kindneſs, that he would do what he 


had done himſelf; viz. Lay aſide both paſſion 


and intereſt, examine the principles of both religi- 
ons; and, upon ſolid motives, em race that, which 
he ſhould find the moſt ſecur for his eternal 
happineſs ; and daily beg of Ged, by his ſacred 
paſſion, that he would direct him into the true 
way to falvation, if he were not already in it. Mr. 
Francis Warner indly promiſed a grant to Sir 
s requeſt; and for this end, accompanied 

| os London; where, in purſuit after the 

truth, being ent at a diſpute between father 
Travers and Br. Chamberlals. then chaplain to 
the Duke of Ormond, he was o convinced of the 
danger of continuing in his own religion, that 
he ſoon after went over to the Roman catholick 
church; which act being maturely performed, 
he acknowledzed to Sir John, his brother, that 
he was more obliged to him for the manner of 
giving him the effate, than for the eſtate itſelf. For, 
when firſt he diſcovered his deſign to him, ke was fo 
poſſeſſed of the truth of his own religion, that, had he 


offered to gre him the eſlate, upon condition to 


abandon the proteſtant religion, he would have 
refuſed the ſame, and, confequently, had never 
enjoyed that happineſs he now experienced in 
his foul, much beyond his power to expreſs, and 
far any he could hope for in the epjoy- 
ment of the eſtate he had ven him. 


en- 
her ſervants DEED (over whom the had 
on | 
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a perſuaſive power) to embrace the Roman catho- 
. and ſeveral of them became catholicks. 
Her fervor had ſo tranſported her, that ſhe had 
even worn off the ſkin of her knees by praying, 
and might have done herſelf a confiderable preju- 
dice, had not Sir John perſuaded her to put a ſtop 
to this her great mortification. 

Vw yy Sir John prepared at London for his 
ond- ſea, ſhe did the like in the country, 
in ſuch an order, that, as 
ſoon as he — he might not be hindered 
journey. She made an inven- 
in, and about the Houſe; that 
nothing be embezeled by tenants, or out 
of the way, when called for by Mr. Francis 
Warner; and 265 had di ſpoſed all matters fo care- 

that Sir John, at his return, found nothing 
1 for the beginning of his journey. Where 
fore, he, with his lady, children, and ſiſter, 
left Parham the 20th of October, and came to 
London the 23d; —_— ſtayed till the 27th; 
which day, „ with Sir 8 ſiſter, 
Mrs. Elizabeth 42 and his Un ade Mrs. 
Frances Skelton, his two children, Catherine and 
Sufan, a ſervant, and Mrs. Fauſſet, (a woman © 
who knew the Low-countries, ard was accuſtomed 
to conduct beyond-ſea young gentiewomen, 
that went to monaſtries) began their j 
towards Dover ; but my lady „. 
mit of the title of madam, and changed her name 
to that of Clare. As ſoon as they came thither, 
they found the pacquet- boat ready to go off, and 
immediately embarked themfſclves, without any 
ay at all at Dover. The reaſon why Sir John 
did not accompany them, was, becauſe he judged 
it beſt to ſtay privately in London for ſome time, 
to ſee what conſequences might follow their _— 


tures po 


Ir 
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Ir was a particular providence that 
the firſt opportunity ; fer no ſooner had 
London, but Dr. Edward Warner, ore of 
king's phyſicians, and uncle to Sir John, 
of it; and procured an order to be ſent to 
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till the pacquet- boat was put 
all he could do, was to return anfwer, 
were gone; believing Mr. Gaſcoin, a gent 
who met them accidentally at Dover, 
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ing - 
after the proviſion for his children, he gave the 
e of his c tw pious uſes, (eſpecially that 
part of it, that, heretofore, be to an an- 
cient abbey, and therefore required a reſtitution 
to ä which it for- 


_ S — 
as „in the circumſtances he was in, it was more 


purchaſe; ving 
* diſpenſation, (ſent no England cardinal Poole, 
22 the time of queen reign) made the 
„„ 
T (counſelling them 
to a greater liberali alms- giving, to 
«© obtain Gods bleſſing upon the eſtates they enjoy- 
* ed by his diſpenſation) and therefore he ought 
cc to have no farther ſcruple in this point. This 
anſwer of his ſuperior, freed him from all the before- 
mentioned doubts ; and ought to clear the Jeſuits 
of that unjuſt cenſure they he under, ER 
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54 The Hory Lirs of Beok I. 
< refuſed it, rather than, by accepting it, give 
e him any cauſe of diſquiet, or harbouring unkind 
6 of him.“ Sir Thomas, ſeeming alto 
much concerned for having taken ſuch meaſures, 
28 him out of town the next morning, told 

him, That he would not have left it fo ſoon, 
« had he known of his being in it.” Sir John 


_ — ——— y him the brit day's 
journey; it ; probably, de laſt time, he 


ſhould have bop tn enjoying his com- 
y; which was granted, with a great deal 4 

with him home, and to ſtay there fo long as he 

deſigned to remain in England. But he very 

fully declined the invitation ; refolving 

at London. 

Tux ſame night he returned from 
Sir Thomas, he went to the ——_ — 


ſatis faction on both ſides. The next day, Sir 
Thomas was very prefling to have Sir John 

his lady, as ſoon as he ſhould put a flop to his 
uncle's pretenſions, which required his preſence 


ds wks) houſe in Covent- garden; and ſent a 
—__ » = Warner know, that a friend 
to ſpeak with him there. When 
came, be w was fo overjoyed at the unex- 
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farther trouble in this affair. He promiſed he 
would, and was as good as his word; the eſtate 
being already in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Francis 
Warner, his nephew, the next hetr to it. | 
Bur, to return to my lady, (from whom I have 
made this neceſſary digreſſion, to fatisfie the rea- 
der why Sir John did not her) ſhe 
took ſhipping the 29th of Oftober, landed at 
Dunkirk, the zoth; where ſhe no ſooner arri- 
ved, but ſhe went immediately to the Engliſh 
Paar Clares, ard was extreamely ſed with 
their poor and rigorous manner of living: the 
took he firſt opportunity of paſſing from thence, 
water, to Bruges, where ſhe went to the 
ngliſh monaſtry of the order of St. Auſtin ; 
and there met with one, whom God Almighty 
had, not long before, inſpired with an extraor- 
dinary call to the catholick faith, as well as to 
a religious courſe of life; and who had given a 
very great example of courage and zeal, in em- 
bracing both. This perſon was Mrs. Catherine 
Holland, daughter to Sir John Holland of Suffolk, 
who, by her own reading, and her mother's pi 
example, who was a catholick, (Almighty God's 
grace alſo concurring) was ſo moved to embrace 
the catholick religion, and a religious ſtate, as, 
that, without her father's knowledge, ſhe went 
to Flanders, to confecrate herfelf wholly to God's 
ſervice; even before ſhe was a catholick, or ad- 
mitted into the Roman catholick church. But, 
as ſcon as ſhe came to Bruges, ſhe reconciled 
herſelf, and took the habit amongſt the Engliſh 
religious, of the order of St. Auſtin, in that 
town ; providence fo ordering it, that the duke 
of Norfolk ſhould be there at the fame time; 
. 
at her profeſſion, that he w pay it: but ber 

D 4 jather, 
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56 The Hor r 2 3 
father, thinking this might re upon him, 

gave the portion himſelf, 1 — diſcharged 
the duke's en engagement. After mutual congratu- 
lations with each other, (not only for being mem- 
bers of the true church of Chriſt, but alſo for 
being called to the higheſt ſtate of perfection 
in it, the embracing his counſels; which mark 
of ſanctity ſeemed wanting in the Proteſtant church 
they had quitted,) my lady took leave, to purſue 
her iey towards Liege, and went the fame 
day to Gaunt ; where ſhe was very kindly received 
by the Engliſh Benedictine dames; and there, 
as bh her nunatiries the paſſed thro”, 
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Lady Wan NER fakes the bebit as Liege, among 


the Englith Nuns, called Sepulchrines, of f 
edrer of St. Auſtin. 


HE religious the deſigned to go to, were 
of the order of St. Auſtin, —_ 


exact 4 had A7 5 


to prcſtrate herſelf, as 


up with the ſolicitude and 


58 The Hoty Lirzof Dock I 
as to have obtained a very ample foundation from 
the prince of Liege, and fo conſiderable aſſiſtance 
from others, as to build themſelves a very fair and 


convenient monaſtry. 


Bur, that which would have charmed others, 
even at her firft coming and entrance into the 
monaſtry, gave little ſatisfaction to her; inſo- 
much, that the ſame night ſhe arrived, in return 


to all thoſe cordial expreſſions of kindneſs the 


reverend mother and religious ſhewed her and 
her children; ſhe declared, That ſhe thought 
& that was not the place Almighty God had 


4 called her out of the world to live in:“ fo diſ- 


that, wherever ſhe met any of them, 
a 


reſpe& towards them. 
The time of her ct i 


John, who was ſtill in England 
pious thoughts how to 
church. Upon which account, 
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things ſhe writ ſor, e ſhe 
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the was particularly devoted 
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converſion; for which reafon I name them;) | 
not being able to get them made time enough 1 
England, for his departure ; but he procured them 
for her Antwerp. After a proſperous journey, 
he arrived at Watten, in Flanders, the 2oth 7 
March 1665; where he took the novice's habit, 
of the ſociety of Jeſus, and the name of brother 
ohn Clare; which, as ſoon as he had 
er with, the reſolved alſo to follow her 
father's advice, in taking the habit A 
upon St. Catherine's day, the 3oth of April follow- 
ing; together with Sir John's fiſter, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Warner, and his kinfwoman, Mrs. Frances 
Skelton, who accompanied her from England. 
My lady tcok, at her cloathing, the name of 
ſiſter Tereſa Clare ; ſhe having had, even whilſt 
a proteſtant, a very particular eſteemof St. Tereſa, 
upon the reading her life, which accidentally fell 
into her hands. 
Farnzx Martha, a famous preacher in the 
Walloon province, of the ſociety of Jefus, made 
her cloathing ſermon; and did it after ſuch a manner, 
as proved one of . the greateſt mortifications ſhe 
had met with, fince her leaving England. It 
happened, not long before, that a Carmelite- 
fryar, having quitted his habit and inn alſo, 
to avoid juſt puniſhment, bad taken refuge in 
Holland; whereby he had given a great occaſion 
of ſcandal at Liege: the preacher, to retrieve- 
that honour, which he thought religion night 
have loſt, by fo foul an action as this was; extol- 
led that which ſhe had done (of quitting Rereſie, 
alid the world, with fuch an heroical refolution)} 
to ſuch a height, as gave her fo great a confuſion, 
tat ewes ſcarce able to continue in the church ; 55 
and moſt perſons perceived the mortification ſhe 
ſuffered, by the extraordinary colaur, which his 
encomiums and frequent interrogation, * * | 
* | 
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The Holy Lirs of Book II. 
he ſaid was true? brought into her 
but, the happineſs ſhe felt at her cloathing, 
the hopes ſhe fed herſelf with, of enjoying, 
afterwards, a ſecure and perfect repoſe, in the 
ſtate of life ſhe had embraced, out-balanced this 
ED and was too great to conti- 

nue „ Without ſome interruption. 

Ox x would have thought, at this diſtance from 
England, in a catholick country, that there had 
been, no fear of perſecution: yet, the enemy 
found an opportunity of giving her an alarm, and 
cauſe of great diſturbance, even in this place of 
repoſe; which happened as follows. 

THERE came a lady of quality to town, extreme- 

y well attended ; IX tho? 


make any other declaration of herſelf or quality, 
than that, having told him of her intention to come 
over, ard that, probably, ſhe ſhould paſs by Liege, 

he bad defired her, in his name, to give a viſit to 
his daughter ard grard-children, whom ſhe would 
figd in an Engliſh moraſtry, in that 7 excuſed 


lady had pretended: which, that ſhe might the | 
more eafily prevent, and, at the ſame time, avoid 


axe at preſent at the Urſulines, under your tuition : 
do not doubt but you have all imaginable 


HEN RIZTTA Manna. 
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Ts fuppoſed the news of this letter croſſed and 
daſhed the deſign of the perſon before men- 
tioned ; for, foon after, ſhe returned into Enę land; 
but would never own who ſhe was, nor upon 
what account ſhe came, more than is before 
related; tho', during her ftay at Liege, ſhe made 
ſeveral viſits to my lady. 
Havix , upon this occaſion, herſelf 
of that natural ſatisfaction, the fight of her chil- 
dren muſt neceſſarily give her, and, at the fame 
time, freed herſelf from that care and tronble, 
that accompanied their preſence ; ſhe reſolved 
ſeriouſly to apply herſelf to virtue, and to a prac- 
tice of the foundation of all virtues, humility. 
Wherefore, having a low idea of herſelf, and to 
ſtifle all notions of pride and ſelf- love; ſhe deſired 
to be equal, or even inferior, to the lay-ſiſters ; 
once openly declaring her motive; and faying, 
« It was too great an honour for her to be a ſer- 
« vant to the ſpouſes of chrift.” It was uſual fer 
ee and the 
to find her in, was in the ſcullery, or 
h- like humble and abject office. Thus, 
her quality, ſubmitting herſelf to the 
loyments ; taking more delight to be 
„ in the hou'e of Ged, than others can 
ſorts of worldly honours and ſatisfactions: 
ſhe only deſirous, by theſe exterior acti- 
loat h herſelf with this virtue of humility; 
to int the ſame interiorly in 
„ tho? was of a piercing wit, 
3 yet ſhe would deſire the lay- 
to inftru& her; whilſt the fathers them- 
ſelves, ho had dealt with her, owned that they 
found her to be far above any of her ſex, that 
| they had ever treated with. All theſe actions were 
with fuch a ferenity of mind, fo 
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o_ an affability, and with fuch — 
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will of God, together with ſuch a love for that vir 
tue which our Saviour practiſed, who bid us learn of 
him to be meek and humble; that ſhe ſeemed to be 
without the leaſt conſtraint in the performance of even 
the humbleſt offices; doing them, as if they had been 
natural to her, and as if ſhe had, all her life-time, 


been brought up in them. 


$5995 


CHAP. I. 


He Secs to be called ta a more rigorous flate of 
life, or to a ſtricter order. 


T happened, upon occaſions, that ſhe was, now 
and then, called to the grate ; 222 (eſ- 
ly a canon of St. Lambert) great advantages, 

by the viſits they made her; which were always 
ſpent in pious diſcourſes: that, which others 
would have looked upon, as no great hindrance to 
— 6 webs excels bs heart, that ſhe 
was reſolved to break off all commerce with crea- 
tures; that her converſation might wholly be with 
her creator ; way nah dry gens Ae 
verend mother, in going to the grate; yet, ſhe 
failed not to complain to her g father, that ſhe 
found, by experience, that all converfation, which 
was not with God, left deliing enn 
neſs, and heavineſs of heart: that ſhe ſhe 
was called to a more ſtrict retreat and conc 
where nothing might draw upon her the praifes, or 
admiration of others; in which ſolitude, ſhe did 
not queſtion, but to find a greater liberty, to give 
ſcope to her fervor, and thereby, to taſte, more li- 
berally, the ſweetneſs of divine union; and to ex- 
erciſe, with more freedom, the mortifications of an 
auſtere life; which her preſent ſtate did neither re- 


quire, or even permit. She was fo enamoured 


with 


64 The HoT Y LirzE of Book II. 
with theſe ſentiments of auſterity and ſolitude, and 
ſo great was her fervor, that, ing herſelf 
upon her knees, ſhe begged of him, in the preſence 
of the bleſſed ſacrament, that he would give her 
leave at leaſt to make a vow never more to go to the 
grate, whilſt ſhe ſtayed there; and, in the mean 
time, earneſtly prayed him to offer up ſome devo- 
tions to Almighty God for her, to know u hat was 


his divine will concerning her removal; ſhe defiring 


nothing, but what ſhe thought was moſt pleaſing to 
him. He told her the inconveniencies that would 
follow fuch a vow, and promiſed her that he would 
particularly beg of Almighty God, to give him 
light how to direct her; he bid her to have a 
confidence in God, and reſt aſſured that he would 
aſſiſt her to compaſs what he inſpired her to do, if 
it were his will that ſhe ſhould remove; or, if it 
were not, would give her comfort and ſatisfaction 
in the place, and practice of the rule, where ſhe 
was at preſent. ; 
So MR there were, who, judging her confeſſari- 
us might too far comply with her inclination to ſo- 
 litude and mortificaticn, and thereby alſo ſecond 
her intention of a change, did forbid him any more 
to viſit her; hoping, it it were ſo, that his abſence 
might moderate theſe defires, which, probably, he, 
by tco great a condeſcenfion, might have augmen- 
ted. But ſhe extremely reſented his abſence; and 
the more, becauſe ſhe found he was blamed for 
counſelling ber to do what he had diſſuaded ber 
frem; and therefore, ſuffered, in the opinions of 
others, upon her account : this went nearer to ker, 
than what the ſuffered herſelf; and, to take away 
this miſunderſtanding, ſhe importuncd the reverend 
mother, that the father might, once more, come 
to her; his counſel being wholly neceſſary, before 
ſhe cculd make a final determination what to do: 


in the mean time, in the middle of theſe continual 


y ger wh — that it was God's will ſhe 
ſhould ſtay and ſettle there; that ſhe began to think 
of. continuing, and making her vows, but withal 
told him, that the chief motive that made her fix 
upon this reſolution was, that ſhe might be no hin- 
drance to Sir John (now brother Clare) to make his; 
imagining that, if the ſame defires of . 
mained after her profeſſion, the church would give 
her liberty of a ſtricter order; which ſhe 
could as well do, twoor three years after, as then. 
Whereupon, be replied, that, tho* the church 
could, indeed, give ſuch a permiſſion; yet it would 


inconveniencies, that would 
a removal; which, the good of a particular perſon, 
tho” very t, could never rec. 
fore, if ſhe ever reſolved to quit the order ſhe was 
in, ſhe muſt do it before ſhe made her vows, or not 
at all; and therefore defired her ſeriouſly to re- 
commend the matter to God, in her prayers, as he 
would alfo do in his. 

Wulst ſhe was thus makng her fervent petiti- 
ons before the holy ſacrament of the altar, to beg 
light from Heaven, how ſhe might ſerve her ſpoute 
upon earth; on a ſudden, we, ream of freſb 
glaring light, come from the bleſſed ſacrament to- 
wards ber ; from which ſhe felt Gaye f 
in ber foul, that the miſtreſs of the novices 


firm her in the myſtery of the Real Preſence (the 


never grant it, upon account of — great and 
* N 


omperce. Where 
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doubt of which gave the firſt occaſion of her con- 
verſion) or to ſtrengthen her in the defire of ſoli- 
tude and ſuffering; none, but God, who beſtowed 
it, knows; but after this, ſhe till perſiſted, with 


more earneſtneſs, than before, to gain her ghoſtly ' 


father's conſent for her removal to a ſtricter order; 
where ſhe might be unknown : ſhe was more and 
more perſuaded that her d was no illuſion; 
ſeeing ſhe found, that the manner of her converſion, 
and her reſolution of embracing a religious ſtate, 
having taken air abroad ; both religious and ſeculars 
ſhewed, upon that account, a great eſteem and 
admiration of her; which the thought no ſmall 
hindrance to her perfection. And, having heard, 
that the Carthuſianeſſes (beſide the conſtant rigour 
they live in) are never permitted, after their en- 
trance, either to receive a viſit cr letter from any 


friend Mly begged of her confeſſarius, 


. 


wYbL CC MHD cw ers. 


going to a general cha 
ed a promiſe of his aſſiſtance for the = 


her withes; and, in the mean time, ſhe wrote to 
brother Clare, to defire him to give her leave to 
enter amongſt the Carthuſianeſſes: and that ſhe 
might not put any obſtacle to his deſigns, nor hin- 
der his proceeding in them; ſhe incloſed this fol- 
lowing act of renunciation, which ſhe thought 
| — Toa been ſufficient to legalize his profeſſion, 
— her making her's; the general of the ſo- 
iety of Jeſus, at the requeſt of his ſuperiors, un- 
ibs. © him, 4 with the ſecond 
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«© her to make her's; becauſe ſhe could neither 
e ſpeak with any one, nor ſend to, nor receive 
« from any one, a letter; nor tranſmit her mind 
EL 
46 her. 

Tno” this reaſon did not fully fatisfie her; yet 
the abſclute refuſal, which ſhe —— tw 
general chapter, (which declared that none, but 
could be received into that order; and 
that he was miſintormed, if he beard that any 

iS whatever) 
of 


* 


go; 
yet ſhe had abſolutely fixed her 22 of leaving 
rn | 


OTHER Clare, finding her fixed upon a 
B. removal, and having acquaintance at the Poor 
at Graveling, (which was the firſt order 
ſeen in theſe countries, and then 
it very much;) hoped the propoſal 
231 might take effect; if ſhe 
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«© to draw ſeveral out of the God had placed - 
« them in.” This diſcourſe ſo ſenſibly afflicted 
her, that ſhe fell a weeping; ſaying, That ſhe 
« was ſure that God had called her to a ſtricter 
4 order, and that his power and grace were always 
66 to his call.” The reverend 
mother and the religious, finding them fo earneſt 
to go, upon fo good and folid motives; were fo 
bind as to fecend their requeſts; and prevailed with 
brother Clare for their removal. This, then, 
being the good effect of brother Clare's j 
reſelved to haſten back to Watten ; 
things neceſſary for their admittance 
\ 4 they might, the ſooncr, be 


other diſcourſes, which brother Clare | 
had with fiſter Terefa Clare, ſhe thanked him ex- 
| treamly for the favour of a letter, which he had pro- 
cured her from father Philip Marini, a miffioner, 
that came from China to England and other parts of 


Europe, to gain companions, to labour with him in - 
that large vineyard; with whom brother Clare co- 


couragement to her; which, being from ſo apoſto- | 
rere r 
and dangerous miſſion of China; not expoſing 
his life, during thoſe one prefocmtinns that age 
pened whilſt he was there; but alſo, in taking fo 
long and dangerous a v, for the procuring 
help for thoſe many » that he had hopes to re- 
duce, by their affiftarce, to the true faith) and, 2s 
he allo profeſſed, having given her fo inexplicable a 
comfort in her undertaking, I thought worth your 
perufal, as it is tranſlated ont of Italian, in which 


—_ was writ. 
oe 


CrARER 
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CLAREof IEZS us, 

AY the grace and love of Jeſus Chriſt in- 
creaſe in our fouls, to God's greater glory. 
riting to a perſon of your merit, I ought to do 
is in ſuch a manner, as may give you an aſſurance 
e which you 
will certainly gain; not by running, but flying, 
Arn to the narrow con- 
finement of a cloyſter: thrice happy are you, 
that have fo great an aſſurance of heaven, by fo 
noble and generous a forſaking of all pleaſures upon 
> the better to embrace, what the world flies 
— the croſs of Chriſt: following, hereby, 


a pure nothing ; which, put into 
efus, as St. Gregory faith excellent- 
| multiplied, as to become all things ; 
qui fibi nil retinuit ; He left all, 

ined nothing to bimelf. Pchold, there- 
nothing, which the Apoſtles reſer- 
But this nothing, put into the hands of Jeſus, 
to the height of that glory, to which they 
were called. 1 (fo many ages after their 
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prſe your generous; dy wh inſtruction, but to 
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leave; therefore, to fend you my opinion about 
leaving the world, my ſentiment is, that it is not 


. fufficient te go out of it, to live in religion, unleſs 


we bid x. to, and renounce, all things, that 
are united to it. The difference between thoſe 
who leave, and renounce, is this: He, that eaves, 
can return to the thing he left; but he, that re- 
xownceth, loſeth the —— over what he re- 
nounces; in the fame manner, as a man does his 
right to what he has fold. This was that, which 
our Saviour ſaid to the young man; Fare, vende 
omnia quee babes; vent, & ſequere me; Go, ſell all 
you have; came, and follow me; which words agree 
with thoſe others ; Niiſi quis renunciaverit omnibus, 
que poſſidet, non poteft mens eſſe diſcipulus ; Unleſs 
; egg be poſſeſſeth, be cannot be 

diſciple. What, therefore, is it to be a diſciple of 

rift? *Tis to have Chriſt our maſter, father, 


' ſpouſe, lord, God, and all. But what need 1 


wri e after this manner to you, who, I know, 
practice better things than I can fuggeſt ? where 


PRHILIT Marini. 


Of the Society of Jeſus 


7: BY 


ba 


74 The Hor x. Lies of Baok II. 
; Sur owned, that this letter, and the converſa- 


by their diſcourſe, to ſeek retirement and 
mortification, as the beſt means to find God; 


ally, by the Auguſtin; who, for many years, 
with the leave of his ſuperior, had lived only upon 


bread and water, together with ſuch raw roots and | 


herbs as came out of the 

Uron brother Clare's going away, ſiſter Tere- 
fa Clare defired im to ſend ſome particular con- 
vary journeys together with a prieſt, 
them ; thereby — 
te robl of ll foes of people, which ue 
| way of travelling. Wherefore, 
to Watten, he obtained of 


3 that he and her two companions 
might keep their religious habits till they ſhould 
change them for another order; aſſuring them, 
that it was not 


87 2 ene 


for want of any edificatior, or good 
example 


are called to Gas froviees to attend, or care 


7 
7 
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in their houſe that they removed to ano- 
ther ; but to comply with impulſes, which 
they had received from God, to ſerve him in a 
ſtricter way of living; for which thoſe principles 
and rudiments of religions obſervance, which they 
had received there, had diſpoſed them. They 
began their journey the 24th of July, leaving her 
children at the Urſulines, where ſhe had before 
ſettled them. [- 
Bronx her „give me leave to pre- 
ſent you with: the charnfter tather John Manners, 
of the fociety of Jeſus, her x father, gave 
of her; to whoſe counſel the always gave a very 
great deference, and never failed candidly to diſ- 
cloſe unto him her inward ſtate and condition: 
whereby you will fee how much ſhe improved 
in all forts of virtues, the ſhort time ſhe ſtaid at 
Liege; which I tranſcribe out of a letter he writ 
to a friend of her's, after her death; thus: 


" H E ſharpneſs of her wit, and the ſolidity of 
her judgment, ſerved her as moſt ht inſtru- 
ments, to contemn the world, and & - 


God. Her judgment taught her to 
„„ 


e 


immenſe deſue, to be as intirely ſeparated from 
the world in body, as ſhe was —_ 3 
in mind. Her will ſerved her 
piety ; ſhe was never weary of * N 2— 

which fed her foul with extraordinary contentment, 

whenever matters of devoticn were handled; but, 
out of pretence of being young in faith, ſhe very 
hur:bly ang carneſtly defired to be inſtructed; and 
her queries were commonly about the — poince 


of faith; 9 
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ded ſtill more to move affection, than ſatisſie curi- 


oſity: and, 2 matter of 
her prayer, yet they ſerved as propoſals: for 
the will had always the greateſt ſhare i 
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«© tho? it was extremely warm, and their religious 
© habits incommoded them very much; yet never 
4 failed to | 


ee refed, 

cc was reſolved, as far as I would 

& to live up to the rule of the Poor Clares. When 
& ſhe was worſt treated, ſhe was moſt con- 
& tent, and the difficulties of her journey ſeemed 
& a pleaſure to her; becauſe they gave her an 
& occaſion of mortification. Coming to Sicham, 
& 2 place of great devotion to our bleſſed lady, (of 
cc which the fathers of the oratory have care; where 
4 ſeveral conſiderable miracles had been wrought 
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ve prejudiced her health. At length, ( 
c concludes) whatever I obſerved in any Mir 
* life, that was great and good, I think truly 
*: ] far it coped out exafily mn ffler Chace. Her 
«c patience and reſignation to God's will, in all the 
e difaſters of the journey; (which were not a 
„ few) her humility, and charity to her compant- 
c ons, and her to me, were 
e and manifeſted the true ſpirit of Ged hs dos 
« foul. It was my gcod fortune, tho” unworthy 
« of it, to be her confeſſor. this little time; and I 


«© am obliged to thank God, as long as I live, 
* for conferring ſuch 2 favour upon me. 


„ whilſt I was in her company, I thought myſelf 
«© mar houſe; ſhe never omitting any of 
5 her conventual cbſervances, as before ſaid ; 1 
 « conſtantly keeping the ſame diſtribution of time, 
4 for all her actions, as if the had been in the 
« ſtricteſt incloſure. 

Bix e arrived at St. Omer's, father Michael 
Kinſman came thitbher from Watten, to meet and 
conduct her from thence to Graveling ; where he 
was then director, or extraordinary confeſſor. 
Here, ſhe, together with her ſiſter and kinfwo- 
man, received the biſhop 3 
permiſſion alſo to enter at Graveling. As they 
paſſed thither, dog pln Fc 
ther Clare was then a rovice; who, cn purpoſe, 
abſented himſelf ; having, beforehand, agreed with 
her to do fo. From thence, 3 
ling, betwixt eight and nine o*clock at night, the 
third of Avgoit: *twas defigned that ſhe ſhould be 


- cloathed, 
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rloathed, at her firſt arrival at the monaſtry; but, 
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1 


coming ſo late, the ceremony was deferred, till 
next morning. Perhaps providence fo ordered it ; 
to give her an occaſion of upon that courſe 
of life, with a greater act of mortification, the 
better to prepare herſelf for it, than, otherwiſe, 
the would have had; which a ſervant of the mo- 
naſtry diſcovered. One may imagine how 
weary ſhe was, after the fatigues of ſo Jong — x 
tireſome a journey; and, without doubt, 2 
der delicate body muſt neceIfarily have been much 
weakened, and her ſtrength almoſt exhauſted, 
the heat of the weather, the heavineſs of her habit, 
and the practice of ſuch auſterity, as ſhe had cb- 


pline, ſuitable to her fervor, and (2 I ſuppoſe) 
to diſpoſe herſelf the better for ſuch a life of mor- 
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hw, Mary Clare; and Mrs. Frances Skelton, * 
kinſwoman, that ot Frances Joſeph. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Siffer Clare of Jeſus begins ber .* ip among 

vp Engliſh Pcor ; . » ge & 2 
bumility, zeal, courage, hs rr 2 a bind 
obedience, in this ber new enterprize. 


IST ER Clare of Jeſus enters upon her ſecond 
noviceſhip, with no lefs fervor, than chear- 
fulneſs, and with far more contentment, than ſhe 
had done the firſt. The auſterity and fervor of 
the religious, together with their conſtant alacrity, 
animated her with a new ſpirit of devotion; and 
their frequent ſpiritual diſcourſes gave her foul its 


deſired food. That neatreſs, joined with extreme 
np os yo was an + extraordt- 


ſeeking low an abject offices, 
great humility : ard, left that Nes and 


her 
kindneſs, which the good religious at Li 


ker, ſhould be renewed here; ſhe 

looked upon, and employed, as the laſt 1 
And tho”, ſoon after her — 
broke out in 1 yet it 


- 


| which did not in the leaſt trouble her, ſhe defired 
leave to write to hun; which ſhe did, as follows. 


OW * W 3 
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Dear brother CLARE, 


I defire you, for his fake, not to let that 
table concernment you have for me, cauſe 
» aſſure yeu, that, as to 
» for contentment 


From Graveling; Your unworthy ſiſter in Chriſt, 
Auguſt 12, 1666. 


CLARE of JES us. 


Ox clauſe of the aforeſaid letter, wherein ſiſter 


ed fo much,” giv caſion 
tes es; which I the more do, 
becauſe, I am fure, it will be to the read s fa- 
Eg tisfaction: 
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tisfaQtion : tho? I fear it will be diſpleaſing to the 
perfons it relates to, to whom, I know, nothing 
is ſo mortifying, as a relation of what redounds to. 
their praiſe ; yet, I hope, they will me; 
' fince the paſſage itſelf tends ſo much to God's ho- 
nour and glory. Whiiſt the raged at 
288 SS with all 
ſymptoms dangerous diſtemper. A 
ſiſter, whoſe office it was to attend the ſick, came 
to mother-abbeſs, and deſired that ſhe might be 


22 
« lady be in heaven, none 1 4 
« take any harm from this infection.“ "he, 
well as all that heard it, received this anſwer with 
zKomihment ; and, 2 
true, yet they could never tell from whence their 
1 2 fuch an aſſurance, as ſhe here ex- 
pre ſſed, till after her death ; when her confeſſor 


* bleſſed lady 2 


relation of this paſſage, had ke been acquai 
with the extraordinary ſanctity of mother Ta 

the aforeſaid abbeſs; but, what 1 ſhall have here 
after an occaſion to relate of her, will l 
6 and « 
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God, that he will not think it ſtrange he ſhould re- 
ward it with fo ſingular a favour. 

Bur, to return; to take @@ view of the exam- 
ple of the novice's humility. She was never heard 
to ſay any thing in her own defence, whereby ſhe 
might extenuate, or excuſe any imperfection; but 
was fill ready to own, and take any fault upon her, 
even where there was none. Her would 
never ſuffer her to admit of any commendation from 
others; nor her humikty, from herſelf ;. tho” the 


thing of nenn thet the would — 59.4 
own endeavours and attempts, > 


ſpeak of her family ; of any paſſage in the world; 
of. brother. Clare, or her children; even when a 
occaſion was offered, unleſs the was commanded ; 


and then, with fo much neglect and contempt of 
herſelf, as created an efteem and wonder in thoſe 


Wu ſuch kind of inventions failed her, ſue 
eaſt about, to be put upon tome humble and abje& 
office, ard would — to have it no leſs laborious, 
than humble; | 
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expreſſing how were to make themſelves black 
— of the work to become more fair in 


Her interior and exterior mort. ti fration; ber fing 


_ recalle ion. 


YES no wonder that this admirable lady arri- 


ved to fuch a pitch cf this ſimplicity; ſince, 
even at her firſt coming to religion, am ung other 
practices of virtue, which ſhe enjemed berſelf; 
this was ene, which the noted in her book of good 


* the aſfiſtance of God's grace, I 


* « will 


ors 
the ſpouſe, that was to take the habit, to humility; 


_ devotion to. the blefſed facr iment ; ber 3 and 
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« will endeavour, at leaſt ten times a day, to con- 
CEE ee En ron 
take all cccafions, which the divine provi- 
dence ſhall give, of doing it. © So that, with- 
. ſhe took all 2 * 
N of coat | 


obedience; TR OO 28 209. bor 


excecd in the marerationsof her trader and dilicare 
body, which ſhe would have treated with the great- 
eſt rigor, if leave had been granted her. To fee 


devotion ;, her Nie of body ; 


nnd nor = _ 
pliance with all theſe virtues proceeded ; ſince they 
had ſuch an origin, as ſhe herſelf owned to a fiſter ; 
who aſking her, «© How ſhe could be fo exact in 


e rr 
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Her devoti 
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thoſe religious duties, which immediately 
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God's ſervice. 
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the bleſſed ſacrament; a 
without doubt, enen by that favour, which 


| Almighty God be ſtow ed upon her at Liege. This 


made the religious lock upon her as a true child 
and heireſs of her holy mother, St. Clare. She 


| was fo devot to this myſtery, that, fixed in a 


deep contemplation, ſhe would kneel ſeveral hours 
together before it, without the leaſt outward mo- 
tion of her body; where ſhe was very often bathed 
in tears, thai proceeded from thoſe joyful affections, 
which repliniſhed her inflamed heart. What 
theſe were, we may gather from [ome of them, 


which 1 ſhall here ſet down, as I have extracted 


them out of her book; in which ſhe uſed to trea- 


dire up thoſe graces and favours that 


— ſuch times, by gp her with ; leſt, 


God, is a EE memory 

has already beftowed : . gratitude no * Iefs obliving 
his infinite goodneſs, to a liberal diſtribution of his 
heavenly treaſures ; than ingratitude forcing hun 


* current of his boundleſs liberalty 


Her affeclions before the bleſſed ſacrament. 


God! my all! when will you drown this 
drop of blif-, which you have given me, in 


the boundleſs ocean of your goodneſs, from whence 


it fowed? 

Loxd, give me your love; *tis the Efe of 
my foul. The body cannot live, without 
and what is the brea h of my ſoul, but your love 
the beams difappear, when they are diſunited 
the fun. O fun cf juſtice! what is my foul, 
r and how is it united to you, 


but our love 
by yo! * 
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above the ordinary pitch of creatures ; and to take 
no reſt in any thing, but in the love of her creator. 


Lavy Warns. 9 


And *tis no wonder, that thoſe comfortable com- 
munications ſhe received, in theſe viſits of her be- 
loved, made her defirous of a nearer and ſtricter 


union with him, by a daily communion. But, be- 


cauſe it was not the cuſtom of the convent, ſhe 
contented herſelf with exerciſing the highe ſt act of 


conformity; which is, To leave God, for God.“? 


Br theſe devotions, we imagine how welf 
ſne ſpent her time before the bleffed facrament ; 
and, by what follows, the means, whereby the 
obtained theſe comfortable inſpirations : for, if we 
regard her comportment, whilſt ſhe was in the 
quoire, we ſhall find, that ſhe was never taken 
notice of to ſpeak to any one; no, not to the 
ſuperior herfelf. ' Her modeſty, ard cuſtody of her 
eyes, were no leſs inftrumental, than her frlence, 
for the cbtaining a perpetuat communication with 
God. And, tho” the commurity never perceived 
her eyes off the book, in time of the divine office; 
yet, what they extremely wondered at, was, _ 
if any thing were wanting in the quoire, none 

ſooner perceived it, than ſhe; nor could be more 
ready to bring it ; which made all believe, that he 
had a particular | mſpiration, at thoſe times, of 
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hinder its courſe; but diſpenſe thoſe talents as 
as ſhe had received them. This made 
her humour affable, her converſation attractive, 
and extremely welcome to all. And the reli- 
gious were uſed to ſay of her, that the perfectly 
imitated St. Paul's example: Omnibus emma 
facta; Becoming all to all : fo chearful, fo pleafant, 
and fo condeſcending to every one's capacity and hu- 
mour, was this good novice. 
Turs comportment of her's deperded 
upon the good judgment, which God had beſtowed 
upon her ; which gave her a happy conduct in all 
her actions; and fuch an inſight into the humours 
and conſtitutions of thoſe ſhe converſed with ; that, 
thereby, ſhe qualified herſelf for all forts of tem- 
pers. She knew when to be free in recreation, 
and yet never to abuſe that freedom : ſhe could 
preſently diſcern what fort of ſpiritual diſcourſe (for 
they never uſed any other) was moſt agreeable to 
the genius of the perſons preſent ; and this cir- 
e heran ex 


h 


8 — 

It was a prerogative 2 to be at 
ce free and prudent, chearful ard circumſpect, 
— and eaſie, to be eſteemed and re ſpected, 
d to be beloved and reverenced, by thoſe who were 
moſt familiar with her. 

Nor can I reſt fatisfied with this general cha- 
I have given of her humour; but muſt 
d to thofe particulars, which the religious 
me ; who took notice, that, whatever 
— or irdiſpoſition ſhe ſuffered, ſhe ingeni- 
afly diſſembled them in time of recreation: being 
Iways refolved to uphold and maintain the hour 
lotted to this innocent paſtime, by a proviſion, 
hich ſhe had made, „ ſpiritual 
orie as ſerved not only 9 | 
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1 countenan ce, ſhe particularly ſeemed to put on, 
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but excite them to the love of God; yet was never 
known to expreſs even the leaſt ſign of impatience, 
whilſt others related theirs ; having no inclination 
to ingreſs the diſcourſe to herſelf, in which the 
carefully waved. whatever in the leaſt related to 
herſelf or family. Her punctual obſervance of the 
conſtitutions, in ſpeaking fpirituaily, was tke more 
wondered. at by the community ; becaufe ſhe, 
having been a perſon in the world, whoſe quality 
and education muſt neceſſarily have furniſhed her 
with many ex paſſages, the relation of 
which would have been very divertin g; yet, no- 
thing was ever heard lr m her mouth, which tend- - 
ed not either to the praiſe of virtue, or to the love 
of Ged. Neither did tne erergy, with which ſhe 
of heavenl; things, give any trouble or mor- ,; 
tification at all to tho'e that heard her; no more 
than their di: courſes did ever give her; which ap- 1 
by that conſtant and extraordinary ſerenity 1 


in time of recreation; which was here by leſs 
moted, and animated by her, whilſt others fpoke, 
than when ſhe ſpoke herfelf. But whilſt, with a 
conſtant and uninterrupted progreſs, ſhe 'thus 
chearfully advanced in the pleaſant path of periec- 
tion; bebold! God (who knew her fidelity) per- 
mitted a great and unexpected ftorm, to be raiſed 
againſt her; ſo much the more ſenſible, becauſe K.z 
it deprived her, not cr ly of a near relation; but, Nut 
by his death, occaſioned a delay of that happineis 
ſhe ſo much thirſted after, and herſelt 
even ready to poſſeſs; viz. That of her profeſſi- 
on, or eſpouſals with Chrift. | 
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The happy, the” untimely, death of Mr. Francis 

Wane; and bew this, and ſeveral other crofs 

and unexpected accidents, which happened to Sir 

John, retarded her profeſſion : to which the ene- 

my endeavoured to make even herſelf inſtrumental ; 

=> bow ſhe diſcovered, and generouſly cuercame, 
bes crafty temptations. 


HAT I may the better perform my promiſe, 
made in the contents of this chapter, of gi- 


ving the reader an acccunt of the happy, tho? un- 
timely, death of Mr. Francis Warner; I hope 
it will not appear too great a digreſſion, from what 
3 to write, if I relate, a little at 
large, ſuch circumſtances as may conduce to a 
perfect knowledge of his death: eſpecially, fince 
it was an unexpected hindrance of her happy pro- 
feſſion ſhe | — deſired to make. 

In the month of January, 1667, Mr. Francis 
Warner came over, to give his brother a viſit; 
thereby to expreſs his gratitude, no lefs for the 
eſtate he had given him, than for ha irg been, un- 
der God, the chief occafion of his converſion; 
alſo to be convinced, as well from his mouth, * 
had been from his pen, ot the great ſatisfaction he 
perienced, in the religious ſtate he had under: a- 
1. In his way to Liege, as he paſſed through 
e Low-Countries, he viſited - ſeveral religious 
and, amergſt others, the Engbſh Car- 


Lady Waxxxx. _—_ 


| 11 - 


> great folitude and auſterity, had already, x 
\ 7. Nuance of God's grace, fo s 
) he refalved. to follow his brother's 
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in quitting the world, as ſoon as he could compaſs 
| ug apy | bn of his affairs in England; but 
ſaid nothing of this his deſign, till, one night, at 
Liege, ke and his brother being alone together, he 
aſked to borrow his ſquare cap; which, pulling 
off his perriwig, he put en; aſking his brother, 
« If it became him? who anſwered, That it 
« became him very well, and that he did not doubt, 
„ but, if God gave him inclirations to a religious 
e ſtate, that he would find the ſame happineſs and 
« ſatisfacicn in it, as he himſelf had done.” 
Mr. Francis Warner hereupon replied, with tears, 
«© That he was forry he had not profited by his 
« education at ſchool, as he wiſhed he had done; 
« firce, by rea'on of this reglect, hg could not 
4 now be fo bappy, as to be his brother alſo in 
« religion;”” but added, That he made a reſo- 
4 lution of becoming a Carthuſian; in which or- 
4e der, literature was not abſclutely neceſſary, as 
„ in the ſociety; where they tended, not only to 
4 their own perſection; but alfo to the perfection 
4 of their neighbour; and that he doubted not, 
« but that he ſhould meet with the fame content 
* amoreſt the Carthuſians, which he expreſſed to 
« Fave already experienced in the fociety : where- 
4 fore, he refulved to haſten back to England; 
«© there to ſettle his eſtate, and to take Graveling 
« and Watten in his way thither; and that, at 
_ « the laſt place, he deſigned to make the ſpiritual 
cc exerciſe; to ſee whether this vocation to be 2 
4 Carthufian, were from God, or no; and, it 
c he found it were, that he might thereby be 
« ſtrengthened to overcome all obſtacles, that 
« ſhould oppoſe or retard the execution of what 
« God had inſpired him to undertake. 
You may well imagine how overjoyed brother 
Clare was at this welcome, tho” unexpeSted, 
news; and with what ſeaſonable counſels, he 
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ſeconded his brother's pious intentions; who, reſol- 
ving forthwith to leave Liege, brother Clare deſi- 


red him to take his two daughters, who were ſtill 


with the Urfulines, along 


with him; to conduct 


them to the Engliſh monaſtry of Benedictine dames 


at Gant; whither he carried them very fafe. 
Hence, he continued his journey towards Graveling, 


both to viſit his fiflers there, and to give them an 
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account of the welfare of his nieces, and of their 
removal from Liege to Gant. You may imagine 
how overjoyed they were to fee him ; hut the joy 
his preſence gave them, was nothing in compa- 
riſon of that, which ihe welcome news of his deſign 
of leaving the wor occaſioned. From thence, he 


went to Watien, where he made eight days exer- 


ciſe: in Which retirement, by the light and uncti- 
on of the holy Ghoſt, he was thoroughly convin- 
ced, that his vocat on unto the holy order of Car- 
thuſians, was an inſpiration from Heaven: where- 
fore, having ended his retreat, he haftened to 
- as well once more to take a view of that 
place, in which he refolved to end his life ; as to 
embark from thence for England. 5 
Hr ſtayed here longer than he intended, in ex- 
pectation of fair weather; but it continued ſtor- 
ſo long, that his impatience, of compaſ- 
A the key flate he aimed at, cauſed him to 
urge the maſter of the pacquet-boat, to venture 
out to ſea, in that ſtormy weather. The maſter, 
overcome by his earneſt intreaties and large pro- 
miſes, hoiſted fail ; but, inſtead of ſteering out of 
the harbour, fell foul on a fand-bank ; where the 
veſſel ſtuck ſo faſt, that the flowing tide quickly 
filled it with water; and the boiſterous waves 


tor of the Carthuſians where it was; who went 
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ſhrouds; conjuring them, if they eſcaped to let the 
Carthuſians know the manner of his death ; and 
how earneſtly he defired, they would pray for the 
repoſe of his foul. Some few that eſcaped, after 
the tide was fallen fo low as to permit them, 
acquainted the good fa hers with his earneſt requeſt; 
which they not only granted, by praying for his 
ſoul; but expreſſed the greatneſs of their charity, 
by an earneſt ſearch after his body ; which, that 
it might be the better found out, they gave a diſ- 
_ cription of the rings they had obſerved upon his 

fingers; which, being brought by a ſeaman, to a 
goldfmith, to be {old ; the goldſmith found them to 
be the fame the Carthuſians haghdeſcribed to him; 
and told the perſon tha: brought them, that, if he 
would diſcover where the body was, he would pro- 
cure him a reward that ſhould not be inferior to the } |, 
value of the rings; which he undertaking to do, 
the goldſmith ordered him to acquaint the procura- 


with him to the ſea-ſhore, where he uncovered the 
body he had buried in the fand ; which they knew 
to be Mr. Warner's, by its wanting thoſe fingers 
the ſeaman had cut off, not being able other wiſe to 
get off his rings. The Carthuſtuns preſently took 
care decently to bury his body amongſt their own 
religious; he having plainly declared himſelf a 
Carthuſian, in deſire; tho* providence permitted 
not his being one, in effect; whoſe innocent life 
deſerved, as a reward, a death, which, tho” ſudden, 
ſhould not be unprepared. It happen'd on the 3d 
of April, 1667. 
Bur, to return to the diſcourſe I have inter- 
rupted with the relation of this paſſage; his ſudden 
and unexpected death was a double mortification I. 
and affliction to ſiſter Clare; firſt, for the loſs of. 
ſo near a relation, for whom ſhe had a very parti- n 
cular eſteem ; ſecondly, becauſe, by his * 


Bock II. Layy Warts. 99 
ker profeſſion would receſſar ly be deferred; ſhe 


evidently foreſeeing, that this unfortunate accident 
would coft bre: her Chire a journey into Fnꝑland, 
in order to make a new ſettlement ef his eſtate, 
| which could rot pofſibl} be diſpatched by the month 
of Augeſt; which was the time prefixed tor the 
ſolemn making of their vows. - But the fame hand 
that fent theſe affliCtions, tad them as a trial 
to improve their merit; and, for that end, largely 
diſtributed his dime grace, to encourage them to 
a chearſul re gration. 
Tarr neceſfity, therefore, of making another ſet- 
tlement, fummoney brother Clare to F nzlmd, ard 
forced him, with Hrrow, to re-aſſume his title, 
together with his eſtate, and, with them, thoſe 
troubleſome concerrs, from which he had, a little 
beſore, fo happily difergaged himſelf. 
BEING come to London, the enemy reſolved to 
give him as ureatie 2 welcome, as he had had a 
journey thither ; for his ſteward (to whom he had 
given notice of his arriv al) ſer t an expreſs, to in- 
form him, that he hiniſelf was put in priſon; that 
ers his louſe had been ſeurched, by order of the lord 
to Flieutenant of the county; that they had taken 
ok Hall the arms they fourd ; ard had ſet a guard upon 
wn it. This fell cut about the fame time that the 
2 Dutch defigned to land in England, and appeared 
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ted upon the coafts of Suffolk; about ſeven miles diſ- 
bite Brat from his houſe : whereupon, ſome malicions 
len, Iperions gave out, that he was privately come into 
2 34 'ngand and lay hid in his own houfe at Parham, 


vith a great many more Papiſts he had brought 
long with him to join the Dutch. Sir John 
whoſe family, as well as himſelf, bad always 
een loyal ſufferers for the king) was more con- 
erned to be accuſed of fuch black crimes, as trea- 
mn and rebellion were, than he would have been 
any other accuſation they could have laid to his 
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Wherefore, he went i to a 
friend and neighbour of his, then in London, and 
major of the king's guards; deſiring him to ac- 
quaint his majeſty with what had paſt ; but the 
major thought it more proper to accompany him 
to the counteſs of Suffolk; to acquaint her with 
what had been done by her hutband, the lord 
lieutenant's order. They went together to my lady, 
——— eee Þ of all that bad paſt; and, 
moreover, aſſured her ladyſhip, the king would 
not be well pleaſed, ſhould he hear of theſe pro- 
ceedings againſt a perſon, of whoſe fidelity and 
loyalty he was convinced; ard for which he him- 
felf was ready to anfwer. Un the majors teſ- 
_— my lady writ a letter to her huſband, the 
earl of Suffolk, in which ſhe acquainted ban of 
what the major had informed her ; defiring him to 
make Sir John what amends he could, for what, 

by his authority, had been acted againſt him; 
| which letter ſhe gave to Sir ohn, who immediately 
took poſt, and delivered it felf, the next mor- 
ning, to my lord; from whom he received as good 
effects of it, as could be expected; for my Jord 
Re him preſently an order for the taking his 
2" fe ward out of priſon; for the diſcharge of the 
WG, that were ſet upon his houſe ; and for the 
reſtiution of his arms. My lord, moreover, = 
red him, that the former orders he had gi 
were rather to ſecure his hovſe hes he ch. 
that threatned to pull it down; than out of the 
leaſt ſuſpicion, or doubt of his lovaliy. Moſt of the 
informers and chief actors in this buſineſs, living at 
PFramlingham, a mile beyond his kouſe, he choſe 
firſt to go thither; leſt the news of his return to 
his houſe, might give a ſecond alarm, and create 
new troubles. Upon his way, he met feveral gen- 
tlemen of his acquaintance, who ac him 
to the town atorefaid ; where he was no ſooner 
entered, 


-al- 40-0 EE". VWWWGG 


2 wy ** 


innen 


Book II. Lady WARNIER- Tor 


entered, but the chief inhabitants came to congra- 
tulate his arrival; ex 
had happened in his abſence ; and deſiring him not 
to believe any of them the cauſe of it; and, more- 
over, maniſeſted their joy for his return, by ring- 


ing of the bells. 


Ta13 ſecond ftorm the enemy had raiſed, be- 


ing thus happily appeaſed, Sir Jchn returned to 


London; there to make a ſettlement of his eſtate, 
upon his ſecond, and now only, brother, Mr. Ed- 
mund Warner, a merchant in London. Here, Sir 
John met with his father-in-law, Sir Thomas 
Hznmer, to whem he gave an account bow he de- 


ſigned to ſettle his eſtate; telling him, he intended, 


his daughters, to mie upon them the manor of 


Boyton, worth four hundred pounds a year. Sir 
Thomas, inſtead of taking kindly his anne al 
tion to his grand-children's portions, as Sir John 
looked upon theſe ad he dc dec] » that he 


them, 
N 
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2 


moreover that he eafily perceived what his 
NLA lands tw» hes « 


of a ſcruple 
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preſſing their forrow for what + 
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like doubt; viz. „ That theſe lands came not to 
6 his anceſtors by gift, but by purchaſe ; ard that 


„ the pope had given cardiral Pool, his legate, in 

ic the reign of queen Mary, permiſſion to diipenſe 
c even with cath olicks, to enjoy abbey-lards.” 
But theſe reaſors rot ſatisfying Sir Thomas, as they 
lad hin ſelf; Sir John promiſed him to engage 
other lands for the payment of his daughters por- 
tions, in ready money; and gave orders to his law- 
rer t6 mal e the ſettlement accordingly. 

WrHiLsT he was thus bufied, in getting the 
writiogs ingroſſed, the enemy, ſtill to retard the 
execution of his deſign, to which the ſettlement 
was a receſſary means; raiſed another ſtorm, far 
different from the former, and far more furprizing 
_ and afflicting; by reaſon he made uſe of his lady 
to do it; and moved her alſo, by fuch pretences, 
as were ſo much the more dangerous, by how 
much they carried an appearance of piety along 
with them ; and, conſequently, were the more apt 
to Cecerve her, who ſought no leſs God's greater 
glory, than her own greater contempt in all things. 
Of all which, father Martin Green, then rector of 
Watten, nformed Sir John, by 2 letter, m which 
ke allo deſired him to deſiſt trom making any fur- 
ther ſe tlement, till be had heard again from him ; 
becauſe the enemy being rot a little buſie in 
diſquietirg ſiſter Clare, he knew not whether 
bis mal ce might rot erd, in perſuading her to re- 
turn again to the world; having, by crafty pre- 
rences, diflattiicd her with the place where 
| the was. In the mean time, father Thomas Worſ- 
ley went to Gravelirg, (who had been for ſcme 
tine her dired or) to try if he could diſſipate ſuch 
diflicukics as the enemy kad raiſed and endeavoured 
to foment ; not much urlike thoſe he had ſuggeſted 
at Liege; viz. That God called her ſtill to a ſtric- 
ter order, than this was; 1E 
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much Meem and reſpect; and, therefore, it would 
be more grateful to God to go amongſt ſtrangers; 
where ſhe might be freed from the too reat civility 
and kindneſs the experienced amongſt the Englith : 
that there were orders ſtill ſtricter than this, w here 
ſhe could find no impediment of erterirg, as ſhe 
did among tlie Carthuſianeſſes. Ilereupon, ſhe 
mortified herfelf above what the rule allowed, 
thinking a kberty in that kind lawful; and, upon 
this, gave what ſcope ſhe was able to thoſt auſteri- 
ties, to which this rigorous, bu: falſe, fpirit drew 
her, upon pretence to gain light from heaven. 
All which, without doubt, could not be from God, 
ſince the auſterity of this rule was as great, as her 
ſtrength of body was able to bear: and that you 
may the better judge of this, I will give you, here, 
a ſhort account of their ſtrict and ſevere manner 
of living. 

THe convent is commodiouſly and neatly built; 
but a true emblem of poverty: their ceils are not 
long enough, for one of an ordinary ſtature to lie 
at full length ; and, therefore, when they fleep, 
they almoſt fit upright in their beds ; which are 
not two foot and a halt bread; and the cell is no 
broader, beſides what the bed takes up than to 
give room enough for a ſingle perſon to go in and 
out: all their furniture is a hitle low flool to fit 
upon, and a ſtrawbed and bolſter, (or, if fick, a 
pillow of chaff) upon which they he in their habits, 
having a blanket to cover them. They wear no 
linen ; go bare-foot, having only ſandals $ riſe 
at midnight; abſtain all their life time from fleſh ; 
and keep ſuch a faſt, all the year, except Sundays, 
as we do in lent. Their cells were then only ſe- 
parated with bricks, without any plaiſtering upon 
them; but the preſent biſhop of St. Omers, in his 
laſt viſit, gave orders to have thera plaiſtered. Their 
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eat only in earthen diſhes. Notwithſtanding this 
extreme poverty, the neatneſs that is obſerved in 
their dormitory, quoire, refectory and cell, is 
fuch as charms the eyes of all that, by the biſhop's 
leave, are permitted to enter: and the chearfulneſs 
of theſe mortified fouls, their freſh colour, the 
Ahſul and youthful looks, even of ancient per- 
f ſuch, as ſtrike admiration into thoſe that 
and converſe with them. One would 
agined, that ſiſter Clare reeded not to have 
thou$ R of any other rigorous life, than what ſhe 
found Here,; and that ſhe could rot think of greater 
auſterity, then was here practiſed. However, at 
length, father Worfley convinced her, 28 
ſeeming call to greater mortification, was only a 
deceit of the enemy, to hinder her from the hap- 
pineſs of a religious ſtate ſhe ſo much deſired to 
embrace: which he endeavoured firſt to make her 
defer, that he might have the more time to exer- 
cife his malicious deſign upon her, of making her 
quite lay aſide what ſhe had fo y undertaken. 
Theſe reaſons fo ſucceſsfully moved her, that, 
howſoever cunnirgly the train was laid by the ene- 
my, it took no effect; for ſhe, following the ad- 
vice of her cn, reſolved, for the future, to 
regard fuch thoughts as temptations ; and — 
nothing hereafter ſhould ever hinder her from a 
ſpeedy execution of what ſhe had before ſo earneſt- 
ly deſired; viz. The making of her profeſſion in 
this place. Whereupon, finding again that peace 
of mind return which ſhe had loſt, ever ſince ſhe 
had given way to theſe temptations; ſhe was mo- 
ved to en her ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
ceclared to her 1. her 3 in this following, 
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large, having a ſeruple to ſhorten what I found fo 
ſolid and moving. 
—— — 


Nu, fa pedtauner. 
Her Ac SP BMISSIO . 


Moff merciful Lord God! the uge of all 
- diſtreſſed fouls ; when I conſider that immenſe 
ocean of your prerogatives, and divine perfections, 
in relation to my own nothing and demerits, I am 
wholly confounded, and utterly aſhamed to appear 
before your dreadful majeſty, or to lift up mine 
eyes towards heaven. But your infinite goodneſs 
and mercy give me confidence to acknowledge 
my imperfections; for, when my ſtubborn and 
diſobedient will was in the full career of my miſled 
life, your powerful hand was pleaſed to put a ſtop 
to my proceedings, and to infuſe the Beke of your 
divine faith into my ſoul; thereby diſſipating the 
thick clouds of ignorance. and error, which caſt a 
veil over my deceived underſtanding. You were- 
not only pleaſed to do this, my God, but to calf 
me, likewiſe, to religion ; and when, adviſing 
with thoſe directors you were pleaſed mW 
found 1 had made a wrong choice at Liege, and 
ther Chre's 


eby occaſioned my own, and brother 
affliction; you kindly brought me thence, and, 
according to your ſweet tho* I was fo 
miſerable as not to know and acquieſce in it, placed 
me in this holy community. Nor could I here be 


6 


my own choice, and reverſe the doom that you 
had fixed; till you put me again into the 
| way. O! let me know my unworthineſs of ſuch 


favours, that I may unfeignedly depreſs myſelf, 
and exalt your greatneſs and goodneſs in my foul : 
let me have a true deſire to be contemned and 
Bi deſpiſed 
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deſpiſed by all, and trod upon, as an abject worm- 
Wean my foul from all defires, that — contradiQt 
_ yeur will; make me ready to forſake my own ſenſe, 
trample Ar under my feet, and w holly tranſ- 
torm my will into yours. Give me patience to 
gc ny injuries, pain, poverty, ſickneſs, ſhame, 
cr any thing elſe, that you ſhall think expedient 
2 me, and ſhall in mercy ſend me. I deſerve 
worſe than what I have named, and I deſire to 
ſuffer more; that I may have the more reſem- 
blance to my ſuffering Saviour, whom, by my 
tranſgreſſions, I have fo often crucified. 


: Py 
_ deareſt Lord, I am heartily forry and grieved, to 


the very bottom of my heart, 2 J have offended 
fo good a Gods and thereby deferved an eternal 


: but your mercy hath ſpared me hi- 


therto, to the end | might be converted and live. 
Pardon me, therefore, O my compaſſionate father, 
your now repenting and returning child: O! 


that I could live my life over again, and correct 


my former errors! I would affuredly ſquare all 
my actions to that moſt certain rule, your holy 
will. From henceforward, I fully purpoſe and 
reſolve to make what return I am able to your 
inany favours. Your holy preventing grace made 
me a catholick, the fame aſſiſting me, 1 * 
firmly and conſtantly, to adhere to this church, ot 


which you have made me a member, and out of 


which there is no falvaticn ; I will intirely embrace 


her faving faith, and practice her wholeſome doc- 


trine, to my dying day. Your holy grace made me 
a pc or Clare; by the aſſiſtance of it, I will hve and 
die ore. To the throne of your divine majeſty I 
humbly theſe my defires, intentions and 
reſolutions, to be there 3atified and confirmed, by 
the merits of nay dear reckemer, Chriſt 3 
dy the interceſſion of his ever mother, the 
virgin 2. For the ſpeedy and 2 execu- 
tion 
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tion hereof, I crave, with all ſubmſſion and 
humility, the” affiſtance :and prayers, both of the 
church militant and triumphant, 


DEN BAENPDIEINDENDEND 
| CHAP. VIL | 


Her letter, in — to one Sir John writ, upon 

the news of her defires to leave Graveling. New 
hinderances of ber profeſſion, by the delay of the 
execution of a commiſſion out of Chancery; and 


death of mather Taylor, abbeſs of the Poor 
_ Clares. 


IR JOHN Warner knew nothing yet of this 

reſolution ; but, upon the letter which he re- 
ceived from father Green, before- mentioned, he 
writ forthwith to ſiſter Clare, and defired the 
abbeſs to give his letter, fealed, into her own 
hands; and that ſhe might have the fame liberty 
of tranſmitting her anſwer, without ſhowing it 


to any one. In his letter, he ſignified his concern 


for her thoughts of leaving Graveling; that he 
feared it was a deceit of the enemy, to make her 
lay aſide, at leaſt, the happy enterprize ſhe had un- 
dertaken, of quitting the world; telling her, that, 
if theſe trials ſhe had made of = religious ſtate, 
gave her an occaſion to repent of her — wag 


it was better, ſooner, than later, to declare her 


mind, before he made any farther ſettlement of 
his eſtate; and that he was confident ſhe could not 
be fo far ignorant of his affection, as to think, that, 


to make himſelf happy, he would expoſe her to ſo 


great a miſery, as the entering into that ſtate againſt. 
her will, would occaſion ; and, therefore, as he had 
left the world, purely in obedience to what he 
thought God's call, and not out of any want of 


chat reciprocal affe ction he wa: obliged to have for 


her; 
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her; ſo, unleſs ſhe had the ſame content in this 
fate, as he had fourd; he ſhould not look upon it 
as a real call from God, but as a trial only that 
Almighty God had given him of his obedience; 

ſeeing that promiſe he had made to her in marriage, 
' obliged him not to make that ſeperation they were 
about, without her free and full conſent; and, 
therefore, defired her freely to diſcover her mind 
to him; affuring her, whatever it was, it ſhould 
not in the leaſt leſſen that conſtant affection the 
had ever received from him. 

Tris _ or, *till after ſhe 
had taken a reſolution of ſtaying, and making her 
profeſſion, at Graveling ; and therefore, under- 
ftanding the trouble he was in, (which was a great 
aficio to her) ſhe immediately anſwers his letter, 
to put him out of that pain, which the letter he 
had received from father Green, concerning her 


defires to remove from Graveling, had occaſioned. 


Dear Brother, 


Muſt confeſs your apprehenſions have filled my 

heart with ſadneſs; but, bleſſed be God, (who 
vives ftrength to all) I doubt not but of] will con- 
_ duce to the making us more pleaſing in his fight. 
I received your letter, and read it with that liberty 
you defired, and now anſwer you with the fame 
freedom; wherefore, I beſeech you, be aſſured, 
that al! I ſhall fay comes from my heart, as ſpeak- 
ing in the preſence of Ged, and without confidera- 
tion of any creature. And firſt, as to myſelf, af- 
ter begging, upon my knees, that you will forgive 
me the infinite e 
cauſed you, both in and temporal con- 
exe; | & — by God's great „ 1 
deſire nothing in this but to make my pr 
felon in this bleſſed order and houſe; nd that, 


without 
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move this holy community, to accept of me, tho 

knows how unworthy I am of it; but I have 
et begged their voices. I cannot but 
rey, and your induſtry, will ſoon 
of all affairs; ſo that we may ſoon 
our profeſſion. Now, as a temporal buſi- 
I not only from the bottom of my foul, 
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but to all the other rights and titles 
; (except the portion for this houſe, 
parting) and I bleſs God, a million, 
gives me grace and leave to do it. 
worlds, it would be (as I hope) 
to leave them. I was not worthy to 
favoured by God with great things, to 

back again to him; but, in giv- 
ar Saviour, (which I do with all 
ith all joy and thankfulneſs to his 
goodneſs, who gave me this grace) I muſt 


| 


1 


E 
El 


FALSE 
Tal 
[Lerh 

F 
; 
f 
8 
F 


7 


ght to what you, of your charity, had 
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to his honour and glory. Now, let me deſire 
you, dear brother, to take courage, and to be- 


hold our dear Saviour, who is not only with you, 
but will ſweetly and efficaciouſly bring all your 


buſineſs to a happy iſſue. Methinks I ought to 


aſſure myſelf he would not have given you 
theſe trials, (which 1 know have been very 
great and fevere) but that, out of his endleſs 
love, he intended, at the fame time, to ſhow 


his ſtrength in you, and make you more his: 
= ou command me, I ſhall moſt earneſtly | 


him, that he will ſo unite you to him- 
ww that you become that, for which alone 
you were created: and I befeech you to beg 
this for me, that I may he dead to all crea- 
_ tures, as well as to myſelf, and live only to, 
and in, him. O bleſſed fitate! when fhall we 
arrive to it? 
Your moſt — ſiſter 


in our deareſt Saviour, 


CLar of Jesvs. 


As ſoon as Sir John received this welcome let- 


ter, he renews his orders for the finiſhing, with 
all fpeed, the ſettlement of his eftate, upon his 
brother, Mr. Edmund Warner, as before-men- 


tioned; in order to which, the lawyers acquain- 


ted him it was neceſſary that 2 fine and reco- 
very ſhould be ſuffered, to cut off my lady's joir- 
ture, and to put his brother into ſo full a — 
of the eſtate, as might take away ali ſcruples 
from thoſe he might treat with, conermng 2 
match: for the doing of this, it was neccſlary 
to ſend over a commithon out cf the-Charcery as 
alto commiſſioners - along with it, that to 
then both examine her, and teſtifie to the court 
her free renunciation to all, or any part ef 
the 
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the eſtate ſhe might, in law, lay a claim to. 
Hereupon, Mr. Parmentier went with orders to 
take one monſieur Moulin, a merchant of, Calls, 


along with him to Graveling, named alſo a com- 


miſſioner, by the Court, for what concerned this 
buſineſs. : 

Six John alfo writ, by the poſt, to give my lady 
an account of the comiſſioners, that were ſent to 
examine her, whether the were contented to have 
a fine and recovery pats in chancery, to cut off all- 
her future claim to her jointure ; but the letter 
never came to her hands; which ſeemed rather 
a new product of the enemy's malice, to give ano- 
ther diſappointment to their deſigns, than an acci- 
dent of pure chance. My lady, having no notice 
at all of ole coming, prudently judged it unfit 
to meddle in the matter, doubting whether they 
came from Sir John; ſince they neither brought 
any letter from him, nor had ſhe received, any 
other way, notice of their coming, or of the buſi- 
neſs they came about, than from their own mouths. 
Whereupon, Mr. Parmentier returned to London; 


from whence he was immediately fent back with 


ſuch letters, as cauſed a ſpeedy diſpatch of this 
Al L things being thus upon the point of a. full 
and happy concluſion ; there was another unfore- 


| feen difficulty, which could not fo ſuddenly be 


removed. Behold the abbeſs of the monaſtry dies! 


and, *till another was choſen, no conclufion could 


be made, about the payment of my lady's, and 
Mrs. Warner's portiors: for Mr. Edmund Warner, 


finding it inconvenient to raiſe immediately ſo cun- 


ſiderable a ſum, as two thouſand pounds, without 
prejudicing the eſtate; deſired they would be con- 
ten to receive one half, at preſent, and take ſecurity 
for the other; for which the new abbeſſ 's conſent 


Tat 
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Tux new abbeſs, (the reverend mother Bed- 


dingheld,) being choſen, ſhe, together with the 
community, gave freely their conſents to accept 
the one half down, and ſecurity for the other; 
and ſiſter Clare, who took all occaſions imagina- 
dle of humbling herſelf, begged of Sir John, that 
the thouſand 
ſhould be ſpecified, that it was paid for his fiſter*s 
portion, that ſhe herſelf might have the comfort 
and humiliation of being received with nothing. 


{POP Spe GÞo{SÞ(SÞ(OPCOPCOPOÞ | 


n 
Her concern about her children's education : ber 


letters to Sir John, and the abbeſs of Gant, about 


their ta Graveling ; Sir John's return 
from England; their prepuratian for their pro- 

feen; her oblation of herſelf, during the ex- 
erciſe ; and their tcking their laſt leaves of each 

other, the night before they made their vows. 


NE might, perhaps, think, that this zeal, 
2 ſhe expreſſed for her own ſettlement, had fo 


F 


up her thoughts, as to make her leſs mind- 
ful of her duty towards her children; but that 
moderation and liberty of ſpirit, with which the. 
always aQted, permitted her not to do this; but 
moved her to be no leſe concerned for their hap- 
than her own; which, that the reader may 


e the better convinced of, I preſume it will not 


prove tedious to him, to read theſe following let- 
ters; which, for this end, I thought fit to ſet down 
at large, the one to Sir John Warner, the otber 
to the lady abbeſs of Gant, where ber children 


pounds, that was to be paid down, 


. AA 


Book II. 


ſpeak in regatd to them, and not 


thing fitting for them, or not? whereas, if 
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Dear Brother, N 
AVING firſt begged of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, to direct me concerning the children, 
muſt tell you my thoughts on all fides, and crave 
your's, concerning what | write; that we 
jointly refolve upon what is to be done. I have 
ſeriouſly conſidered our obligation of brmgirg them 
up either for the world, or religion; and I find 
they cannot poſſibly learn any thing, that is mate- 
rial, as to worldly breeding, till they be eleven 
or twelve years of age; and am, therefore, apt 
to think, they will be as well here, if not better, 
for four or five years, than why place elſe: I 
myſelf ; 1 ha- 
ving many _ concerning what [ 
poſe ; for, it they be here, and | ſhould hear they 
were not well, or they ſhould complain of any 
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Moreover, ſhould they be here, and not ſpeak pri 
vately to me, (which truly, if they do, will be 
ſmall prejudice and diſtraction to the quiet and 
vancement of my foul) how ſhould I come to 
if they were contented, or if they wanted 
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are in another , ſome hom God ſhould 
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ith it. But yet, 

care that 
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is my own diſturbance, without any profit to them: 
I conceive, the beft way to avoid this, if you think 
fit to let them come hither, will be, to have them 
here, as if I were not here myſelf; and I ſhall 
endeavour to imagire it fo: for it is impoſſible I 
ſhould have any thing to do in their dayly concerns, 
with any repoſe of mind; yet, if any thing extra- 
ordirary ſhould happen to them, I may be con- 
fulted here, as I ſhould be, were they in another 
place. [I think, if they come hither, it is neceſ- 
ſary that they ſhould have a good careful ſerv ant, 
and I am fure you will be very circumſpect in 
chooſing ſuch a one. I hope the widow Draper, 
if you can prevail with her to leave her family, 
might prove à fit one for them. I have no ſuch 
defizn, nor never had, as your letter mentions, 
that they ſhould wear this habit, as heretofore 
eonvidrifies in this place have dore: for I defire 
they ſhould wear no religious habit, *till God 
cloaths them with one. As to their portions, I need 
not recommend them to your care. I hope I may 
| have your anſwer ſo ſoon, as that they may be here 
before our profeſſion, if you approve of their co- 


ming. 
voy unworthy ſiſter, in our Saviour, 
crank of Js us. 


Tux reaſons propoſed in this letter, were ſuf- 
ficient to move Sir john to give his conſent for 
his children's removal to Graveling, who imme- 
daately procured, ard ſent over the fame ſervant 

ſhe ſuggeſted, as the fitteſt tor them. 
Tur reverend mother-abbeſs, being ac 


with Sir John's conſent, for the children's coming 


to Graveling, caſt about, to find convenient means 
to convey them fafe thither ; which was the hard- 

* o de effected, by reaſon there was then a war 
: betwixt 
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well as all our holy community's extraordinary 
charity to them, and the great content he recei- 
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betwixt France and Spain. Amongſt others, the 
mother-abbeſs confulted the paſtor of Graveling, 
about this buſineſs, who very obligmgly offered 
her his fervice to go himſelf to fetch them; whoſe 
experience and knewledge, beth of the country and 
language, made her accept his offer ; he being 
the fitteſt perſon they could have pitched on: by 


_ whom fiſter Clare writ to the lady Mary Knatch- 


bull, abbeſs of Gant, in the following Terms. 


Revererd Madam, 


PRESUMED very lately to trouble your 
lady ſhip in this kind, tothe end I might acquaint 


you with my defire of having the children here, be- 


fore my profeſſion, The tavours I have received 
from your ladyſhip, and the many aſſurances bro- 
ther Clare has given me, of your own, as 


ved in ſeeing the tender care your eſs was 
plcaſed to have of them; have ſo juſtly raiſed my 
ſenſe and gratitude, above my expreſſions, that 
your ladyſhip muſt not wonder if I fay no more, 
than that I ſhall ever eſteem myſelf obliged to Gan 
for you, and all your community; and blefs b 


| Who was pleaſed to give you fo motherly a tender- 


refs for them; for which I hope you will meet 
the reward of eternal embraces, in the arms of 
your dear ſpouſe, Chriſt Jeſus. Dear madam, 
when I aſſure you that my deſires of ſettling them 
here, proceed wholly from myfelt, without any 
other inducement of cur dear reverend mother, 
row with God, or cf this, we now enjoy, than a 
favourable condeſcenſion to my requeſt ; or of 

ther Clare, (who has kindly left them wholly to 


me) than his aſſurance of bis being perfectly ſatis- 


hed with their ſtaying at Gant: I preſume you 
may 
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think I retain too much of nature: but, 
excu'e my ſelf in that; yet I muſt 


needs fay 
apprehenſion that my friends ſhould endeavour to 
force them to England, makes me caſt about how 


to ſecure my children from ſuch an attempt; and 


the reaſon | have to hope, that, if they be with 
me, they will be more out of this danger, than any 
where elſe, moves me to defire, for their good, 
even what | apprehend may prove an occaſion of 
_ tuffering to myſelf; for there is no croſs | would 
— willingly undergo, rather than they ſhould be 

ought up in and amongſt Proteſtants, with 
evident —4 of hw eternal falvation. I have 
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Tuis civil letter was kindly received by the 
lady-abbeſs of Gant, who made an addition to her 
former favours, by the kind entertairment ſhe gave 


| the gentleman: for, being of ſo obliging a nature, 


as, that a rewoval of the children trom ker 

fight, could not remove them from her heart; 
ſhe thought ſhe could not give a better de monſtra- 
tion of her love, than by complyirg with what 
their friends thought beſt for them: This made 
her part with the children, with fo much chear- 
fulneſs and ſatistaction, as put the good paſtor 
into admiration. The proſpect ſhe had ot heir 
being fortunes, and of the probability of their erter- 
ing amongſt hem, if they ſtayed there, could not 
ſo far enter into her thoughts, as to cauſe a regret 
at their departure: which is a great confirmation 


of that worth, prudence, and generofity, which 


all that know her lady ſhip, not without reaſon, 
admire her for. 

Wurx they came away, the confeſſor of the 
monaſtry ſent his character along with them, in a 
letter to ſiſter Clare. That Mrs. Catherine 
& (who was the elder) had ſo edified the religi- 
* ous with her firgular devotion, piety, and fweet 
c behaviour, that they were all enamoured with 
her; and that he believed hey were both predeſ- 
<« tinated, rot only to be religious, bet to be 

& great ſaints: for he had never teen ſuch earl 
& tokens of both as they gave.“ Thus in fucce 
ing years, was that part of the gertleman's let- 
ter, fo far fulfilled, that they became religious: 
as to the ccher part their medefty will ret 
me to enlarge upon their virtues, and fo muſt be 
ſilent; iince they are now aGuaily livirg, and pro- 
feſſed in that honourable and flouriſhing commu- 
W Lngliſh Benedictine dames at Dunkirk. 

Fox the 28th of September, the children 
came-ſate to Graveling ; and it was now above a 
„ Fear 
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year fince they had ſeen ſiſter Clare; yet neither 
length of time, nor the diſguiſe of a poor and ab- 

jet habit, was able to obliterate the memory 
of fo dear a mother; wh. ereiore, they ran to her, 
and with all the little haſty joy they were able to 
expreſ:, bung :beut her neck, often kiſſing her, 
and making a houfand irnocent expreſſions of fond- 
neſs ard afeticr towards ker. She, in the mean 
tine, to the great amazement of all preſent, did 
not ſuffer herſelf to be in the leaſt carried away 
with the pleatirg violence cf their envearments ; 
but, on the cor:trary, remaired unmc ved, juſt as 
if nature had been as dead in her, as ſhe defired to 
be to he world. Her conſtancy, in the love of 
God, was not to be ſhaken by the tender and re- 
doubled cxprefſions of her children; nor did ſhe, 

in the leaſt, ſhow any ſymptom of fondneis or ten- 
vet s of paſſion towards them ; thinking it a ſa- 
crileze, after the acrif ice ſhe had made of them 
to Cod, to give war to her former affections, or 
feelirgs of nature. I his made her receive all their 
innocent careſſes, without the leaſt return: which, 
as ſome cf the religious confeſſed, was a ſtrange 


check to their fer ſihility; which they cculd not 


help, whilſt they beheld "this more than human 

rtment of ſiſter Clare tou ards her children; 
knowing ſhe loved them as much as it was poſlible 
for any mother to do, by fome particulir paſſage 
they had obferred in ker; which paſſion the fo 
ſtrangely ſtifled, in this moving cir cumſtance, that 
it ſtruck them with the greater admiration. Love 
generally pea! s in others, from every part; but, 
in ſiſter Clare of Jefus, this powerful oratcr be- 
came dumb; love corquered love; the energy of 
that, filenced this, and the mother gave place to 


the /airt. 
As their arrival was a trial of "Io love towards 


Gcd, x preved the te ſt of her chedierce to her it. 
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ſuperior, his vice-gerent; for they were no ſoon- 
er come, than ſhe had that taſk put upon 
her, which the fo much dreaded; viz. Ihe 
taking care of them. To this, the moſt ſub- 
miſſively yielded, tho? nothing could more thwart 
her inclinations. She had obtained, at Liege, 
that her children ſhculd not come to her; but, 
at Graveling, ſhe muſt ſuffer this mortif cation, 
of giving mcre way to nature, than ſhe defired: 
But God faw her now more able to bear the 


one, and reſiſt the other: tho? ſhe, to prevent 


the exerciſe of this care of her children, fre- 
quently begged to be ſcullion in the kitchen, and 
ivch-like humble offices; which mother-ab beſs 


ſtill put off, by telling her, When they were 


&« able to take care ef themſelves, then ſhe 
+ ſhould be employed in ſuch offices as theſe; 
«© but, 'till then, the mutt think that employment 


„ moſt pleaſing to God, which obedience put 


| © upon her.“ 


As ſcon as Sir John Warner received the 
news of his daughter's arrival at Graveling, he made 
what haſte he could thither, to accompliſh that, 
which, above all things in this world, he had fo 
much longed for; viz. Ilis proteftion: where 
beivg arrived, he was received with all expreſſi- 
ors of joy and kindneſs, on all ſides; and, find- 
ing father 'Thomas Woifley ſtill at crareling, 
(whither he went, for the comfort ard aſſiſtance 
of ſiſter Clare) he writ to father Green, the rec- 
tor of Watten, now his ſuperior, to krow whether 
it would rot be convenient, that they ſhould 
make their profeſſions together at Graveling; 
and if fo, whether he might net alſo make his 
preparation, here, of eight days cxerciſe, under 
the conduct of father Worſley? Father Green 
* to beth, and accercingly they Legan 

I the time of her retirement, ſhe made 

* this 
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this following oblation of herfelf to Chriſt cru- 
cified ; which, as I found her papers, 
in her own hand, fo 1 doubt not but you will 
find it well worth your reading; and, there- 
fore, thought well to ſet it down at large: fince 
it contains ſuch admirable acts, that the exerciſe 
of them will undoubtedly conduce to your com- 
fort, and progreſs in virtue, as they did to hers. 


Her OBL.aTtion to Chriſt eruciffed. 


IMMENSE ocean of and mer- 
k cy! O unmeaſurable abyſs oi compaſſion, and 
overflow ing fountain of love and charity! O the 
only ſource cf my being, ard well-being! O my 
eruciſied Saviour, the only price of my redemp- 
tion! How late do I come to refreſh my thirſty 
foul in thoſe copious ſtreams, that flow from 
your facred wounds? How long have my blind- 
neſs and ignorance detained me from taſting 
the ſweets of theſe heavenly delights? a taſte 
of which, is only granted to religious fouls. I 
come, at length, drawn by the cords of your 
divine love; I come, diveſted of all creatures, 
that my whole affeQtion may be placed upon 
you, my creator, and redeemer ! O do not ſuffer 
alone, but fix me with you to your croſs; do 
not reje&t a heart, inflamed with a defire of 
pleaſing you, and only you. Accept a heart, 
melting away with your love: fer I come to 
embrace your croſs, bare and naked, which a- 
lone, for the future, ſhall be my inheritance, 
O let me never be fepucated from ycu: but, if 
my foul be not pericd erci:gh for this holy dl 
conjunction, let me bury all my umperteCuons fi 
in your facred wourd;. O fire! O flame! burn 
and confume my old defiled garment; let me 
be purified in the ocean of your precious blood; 
cleanſe my foul thorougl.ly, and prepare an ha- 


Done - 


Lady Wann. 
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- ; I bequeath all to your 
1 or I am entirely yours. This is 
final refolution; this my laſt will and teſta- 
: „ therefore, O beautiful beloved of 
„ I foul! nothing, but your dearſelf, ſhall here- 
er after have place in my heart; come, therefore, 


2 


inrich it with your gracious preſence; enter 
of imo my foul; cleanſe it thoroughly from all ter- 
+, rene affections; mould it anew; make it whol- 
© addicted to your holy ſervice, that it may 
a. erer ceaſe to praiſe and love you. Amen. 
85. Tuus, this holy novice intirely gave herſelf, 

and all ſhe had, to God, a moſt happy frun 
oly of her eight days retirement. When ſhe had 

ons I fniſnhed this exerciſe, ſhe begged the voices of 
urn 
me 
ha- 


the community, and of each one of the religi- 
ous, apart, that the might be admitted to ber 
rows; to which the added another very ear- 
rr 


VS 
w 
of 

” 

8 8 

3 
88 
882 2 
88 
8 
2 
8 8 
8 
8 


1511. 
FTE: 
Enn! 1 17 my 


Tm 


f 111 174 a 
124115 1118 HAR 105 i 
Ha Man, 11 0 
e 


nin 


821 * + 1 . 5 
11 6 $5) e 


15 


Lady WARNII. 


e 


hd, 


Si MHA 


1 


ff 


2822221222222 


8 2 8 


6 44 +4; 44 Wm 28 4 LES: 


mea 


he « 
of a 


337-4 L007 
8 8 222 1241 THHE * 
e 1 i fil | 
i 1 

RG 

1 j= 

1115 Ai Hin 

il 1111 482 | ; * E 


kn, 


fg, HE 


Ha 
l 


„a o el 


THE 


HOLY LIFE 


OF 


LADY WARNER, 


BOOK m. 


f 
14 
F 


— 


Siſter CLARE of Jesvs. 


ö 


— DJ" OTIS 
FTTETT 


i} 


= 
- 


ſence of his = 0 
| 


of | ** 


£'s 


11 


1; 


mh 
11 


all here prefe 
ral of the focte 


I * 

. . 1 
1 11 f 
TR 1 25 

+ 1 : 1 
* 22 c — 


745 15 


THT 11 1 


J. 


BY 11 F 
1 Jl ill 1155 Sf 15 


128 The Hor Lis of Book IF. 
«« father, St. Francis, our holy mother, St. 
« Clare, and of all the holy faints; that you 
will vouchſafe to receive me to holy pro- 
4 fefhon: for, if the whole world were mine, 
I have choſen, and am ready, to abandon it all, 
© to be here one of your poor children, tho? 
«© moſt unworthy.“ Then father Wertley de- 
fired her To confider well the obligation 
c ſhe was about to take upon 11 * 
& af rty, chaſtity, obedience, incloſure ; 
© to = 23 of which, having once tied 
4 herfelf by vow, ſhe was obliged, during her 
„% whole lite, and could never be freed from 
< this obligation; and therefore aſked her, whe- 
« ther ſhe ſtil] perſevered in aſking what ſhe be- 
% fore demanded?” To which ſhe anfwered, 

« that ſhe ſtill demanded Tow he 
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Then the father bleſſed the weil, as ſallows. 
Father ; May our help be in the name of our Lord. 
Queare ; Who made Heaven and earth. | 
Father ; O Lord, hear my prayer. 
Quoire ; And let my cry come unto thee. 
Father ; The Lord be with you. 
Queire ; And with your ſpirit. 
3 Let us Pray. 
LORD! we humbly beſeech thee, that 
\ } ty powerful bleſſing may deſcend upon this 
veit; wherewnth the head of thy hand-maid is to 
D. coxere2, that it may become bleſſed and holy 
:c ter : through Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


veil, 


Tien be bleſſed the ring, as follows. 
"ORD Jeſus Chrift, the lover of true chaſti- 
ty and perpetual fidelity | we humbly beſeceh 


this ring, thy ſervant is about to put on; and grant 


fevere thy loyal ſpouſe, by 60 un ſpotted > | 


pom g 
| Ini 


HET DOTY 


3 a. as as. 4.4 42 c 


6; 


Mons, Jeſus Chriſt |-wko art the way, 
of which none can come to the 


we beſeech thy moſt benign clemency, 


F 


Hitt, 


for them: and, as thou haſt vo 
welt, ſaying, I know my ſheep, and 
% know me; acknowledge her fer thine, 
that ſhe may ſo know thee, and follow thee, 


thrice 
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Posk III. 


« may he receive, 


bleſs, and preſerve both 
forever. Amen.“ 2 
Re 


44 u, 
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crucifix, the father recited the 
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gui 
Let them bope in thee, 0 hed, wi hw thy aw 
is exhortation, he firſt layed open the nature 


preſent conjuncture, t 
I undervaluing all the tranſitory 
f this life ; and ſo might juſtly hope to 
rive at that pitch of ſanctity, this contempt of the 
world had raifed the faints unto; and alſo to ſhare 


on of St. Auſtin, in 
cloſely 


- the 
the hardeſt ex tha 
whereby ſhe made 2 better, and a more moving 
exhortation, by her example, than he was able to 
make, by his words; ſhe having verified thoſe of | 
this great doctor, Ser. 47. De ſantiis. Ab ip, 
Jeftivitatum gaudia celebrantur ; qui ifo- 
run war!yrum exempla ſeguuntur; ſalemnitates exim 
martyrumn,. 


erden ed r 


tari non 
of the feſtivals of 


couragioufſy 
doms, by taking upon her fo long and terrifying 
a one, as was that ding life, or living death, ſhe 
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meriyrum, ex bor tati ones ſunt martyriorum, ut imi- 
- celebrare dele at. The joy 
ſaints, are beſt celebrated by thoſe, 
who fe their examples; for the 4 — of 
maryrs are fo many ex bor tations to martyrdom ; 
that it may not be tedious to prumice, what is de- 
lightful to celebrate: proving, that the bride had 
upon the hardeſt of martyr- 


had ſo joyfully embraced for the love of God. 


CEONNDECAN DEC eπνν 
2: CHAT LK 
What ed this ceremony wrought u berfelf, 


and thoſe that were preſent at it. 2 vic- 
tory ſhe bad obtained over ber paſſions, manifeſted 
| by ber unconcernedneſs in this, and tuo other very 
moving occaſtons. 
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W but God, by her furpriz 
death, itt pony iy oh we phe Paper mg 
as he had given it; which croſs, ſiſter Clare ſup- 
ported with the like courage, as ſhe did the former, 
even without the loſs of a tear: inſomuch, that, 
being aſked by a perſon of quality (madam Fla- 
veceeur, the governor's lady from . Gravcling) 
« If ſhe were not very much concerned for the 
„ death of her miſtreſs? She anſwered, Yes, 
* i © madam, I have a great feeling of it, and indeed 
- ie words, 
po and the manner of delivering them, ſtruck the lady 
with admiration, to ſee ſuch a temper, as did not 
y ſhed a tear, when ſhe had thus renewed the forow- 
I ful thoughts of the loſs of her miſtreſs ; and moved 
her to urge the matter a little farther, and aſk her, 
«2 « How it was poſſible the could torbear weeping, 
2 « at the remembrance of the loſs of ſuch a friend ?** 
The good novice (for then ſhe was not profeſſed) 
4. 4 after her ſweet and affable way; Ma- 
_ « dam, nothing, but God, deſerves our tears, 
e: | whois ſo good, as to hinder me from paying 
*. * them, where they are not due.” Such as 
* knew not of how excellent and ſweet a diſpoſition 
ary 
ng 
n; 
his, 
her 
ined 
reat 


ſiſter Clare was, might, perhaps, think ſo great an 
inſenſibility, as red in ſuch moving circum- 
Iſtances as I have related, effects of an ill, hard, and 
ungrateful nature; which was inſenſible of kind- 
„ and knew not either what friendſhip was, how 
22 it, what gratitude it requires, or how 
uch 4 — exceeds that of nature, 


di upon ſympathy, natural incli- 
hy or intereſt ; and therefore, perhaps, might 
t much wonder at her c on the oc- 

I have related. But thoſe who, by reading 
| + life, are made euer acquainted Vinh her dr 


mour, 
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having done this, ſhe bids them to tell fweet Jefus 


that they would fuffer the mortification of riſing 
in the cold, and of leaving the comfort of their 


warm bed, for his fake, who left heaven for theirs. 


to kiſs the ground, in memor) 
which they came, and to which 
turn; ard to make an a@ of adoration, ard 
thankſgiving to the divire majeſty, for having 
created them of nothing, capable of loving, ſer- 
ving and enjoying him, for all eternity; and alſo 


for having preſerved them the night paſt from all 


dangers. Then, that they ſhould make an obla- 


tion of themſelves tc his infinite goodneſs. 


wards, io fay an Ave Mary, to beg our lady's bleſ- 
ſing upon them for that day ; whom they were to 
love and conſide in, as in a mother; having re- 
courſe to her in all their neceſſities, as ſuch; ard 


together, at the time ſhe bad apfomted. Then 
| ſhe ordered them to ſay a Gloria Patri, & c. in 
= f 


// 


G di... 
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angels, and for the honour given to them- 
— upon them ſuch beautiful and | 


away wal \ to beg; and then to 
themſelves to the particular patrons and faints of 
their name, and pray for their friends; eſpecially, 

for their grand-father's and uncle's converſion. as 
Tuis done, ſhe ordered them, before they 
came to ſchool to her, to go to ieir cloſet, and 
there offer up that, and all the other actions of 
that day, with a pure intenticn, (for want of 
which, many, even of our beſt actions, were fre- 
vere fr equently loſt, and the merit alſo of our | 

 Þ other — which are indifferent, and cf no 
merit, without ſuch an intention) that, as ſoon 
as they came thitÞer, they ſaould firrre wi. ich of 
mem ſhould firſt kiſs ſweet Jefus's feet in their 
| crucifix, and remember they had choſen St. Mary 
Magdalen for one of th=ir patronefies, whoſe place 
was at the foot of the cross, when Chriſt died upon 
it; and with to love hi as ſhe 2 faying a Pater 
am Ave, and telling our dear Saviour they were 
going to ſchool to pi:2ſe him, and that all their 
actions, that day, fhail be for no other end. 
Wurx they came to ſchool, to confirm them 
in the practice of that profita ble devotion to thei: 
good angel, ſh: had reccmmended to them, ſhe 
gave them an ezample of it herſelf; and took out 
of her breaſt a little paper piQure of her good 
angel, ſhe alwa72 carried about her, and placing 
it before her and them, (do put them v mird of 
their goed angels who were . ho ir iHble} 


Z 8 7 8 >? — e 


ihe recommended be: ſelf and c n t- th 28 
To theſe ſue added 2:.0 other pro: eren 

and neceiſary mfruftions ; as, of i.) 5 ef 
dbedience, but, , particr lu: — t "that 6. 


in umility; 2 virtue very: necefi tt a ua ee 
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in young years, where nature ſtill leads to the 


always call their maid ſiſter, in which ſhe ſhowed 
no little ſign of humility in herſelf, by command- 
ing them to give the ſame title to their ſervant, 
| they gave to herſelf: and, tho' nothing could be 
more taking, than the ſweet and fubmiſſive hu- 
mour of theſe children towards her ; yet ſhe forced 
the efforts of nature always to give place to thoſe 
of grace ; as may be gathered from the following 
paſſage. 

Tn governor's lady, being one day within 
the inclofure amongſt the religious, deſired to 
ſee ſiſter Clare and her children together; upon 
this, ſhe was ordered to come, and, as the entered 
the room, the lady whifpered one of them in the 
ear, from whom I had the relation, ſaying, I fee, 
cc *tis not a and mean habit that can hide true 
© nobility and worth;“ and beholding her very 
attentively, ſhe was ſo truck, that words were too 
ſcarce to expreſs 
tears had made way for them; and then, recover- 
ing herſelf, in a paſſionate and abrupt manner, ſhe 
ſaid, Here needs a hand to fuſtam 


4 this great work; » and, being ll in a kind of 


confuſion, the could not proceed farther upon 
ſubgect, but ſtedfaſtly upon the children, 
(who all this time, by moving language, careſſed 
their mother, and hung about her neck,) ſhe broke 
out again into this «© O madam! how 
js 1t poſſible to leave ſuch children? This is a 
ſurprizes ! che 


contrary. For this end, ſhe would have them 


the ſentiments of her mind, till 


PP "22 © » = - 
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« and not ſiſter Clare; upon which the children 
ran from her to their mother, fawning about her, 
and ſpeaking to her in ſuch moving language, as 
melted the lady's heart, and moved her, with tears, 
modeftly to inveigh againft the leaving ſuch an- 
gels; declaring, © That her change of condition 
* was an act above her ſex; nay, even above 
4c fleſh and blood, and was, in her opin on, rather 
© to be admired than imitated.” This rethoric of 
both theſe ladies had no influence upon ſiſter Clare; 
ſhe ſeemed as if their words had not concerned her, or 
as if ſhe had not heard them; and, by this her 
humble ard modeft comportment, much amazed the 
ſpectators, who admired to ſee Almighty God's 
grace fo ſtrangely triumphing over the bent and 
mclination of nature. 


ER REI ER RE 
CHAP. N. 

Her zeal for the conver ſiam of ber relations to the 
catholick faith; her prayer for them, and fer- 
verous letters to her father, expreſſing ber paſſi- 
enate love towards bim, by her fervent zeal for 


bis converſion, notwithſtanding his great ſeverit 
and unkincneſs to ber. 4 TP 


UT this heroical abnegation, of whatſoever the 
tenderneſs of nature was able to ſuggeſt, thoꝰ 

ry extraordinary, as we have ſeen in the 
nig chapter, did no ways hinder that reſtleſs zeal ſhe 
always had for the converſion of her friends. Her 


| own words fufficiently prove that her charity had 


no other tendency ; as the following prayer ſhe 
made for her nigheſt relations will evidence: which ' 
I find in her own hand amongſt the reſt of her 


Oo Mosr 


* The Hoty LirE of Book III. 


MOST great God of mercy! look with 
the eyes of compaſſion upon my near rela- 
tions, and friends, who are yet 4 in ſchiſm 
and hereſy. And remember, I beſeech you, that 
you did not bring them out of their eternal nothing, 
and ſtamp upon their ſouls your own ſacred image, 
in order to deſtroy and abandon thoſe perfect pro- 
cuQts of your powerful hand; havirg been pleaſed 
to ſend your only ſon, to pay the ranſom for them, 
as well as for my unworthy felf, with the price 
of your moſt precious blood. Dart, therefore, 
O moſt merciful God! fome beams of your light 
into their dark and deceived underſtandings: have 
mercy upon them, and let the light of your coun- 
tenance ſhine upon them, that they may fee the 
truth of your — myſteries: give them grace 
to ſubmit their necks to the ſweet and eaſy yoke 
of your precepts, propoſed and delivered by your 
holy church. O my dear redeemer ! what have 
I done for you? or what have I deſerved at your 
hands, that I ſhould be called to your faving faith, 
and be made a member of your holy church. Im- 
part, E beſeech you, the like favour, by your bit- 
ter death and paſſion, to thoſe your miſled and 
unbelieving creatures, my friends and relations; 
that, together with myſelf, they may faithfully 
acknowledge, adore, and love you, their glori- 
ous creator and redeemer, here in this world, and in 
the world to come, praiſe and magnify your good- 
neſs, and joy fully ceiebrate vour mercies with can- 
ticles of — gratitude and thankſgiving. Amen. 


Ir this zeal was fo particular for her frierd:, 
you may imagine how active it was fer the conver- 
fion of her father; whom ſhe ſo paſſionately loved, 
that no want of affeQion in kim was able to leſſer: 

it; who, tho? he wrote ſeveral letters to her, yet 
meer 


ſelf her father; but oftentimes, in his letters, he 
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never gave her the title of child, or ſubſcribed him- 


upbraids her for committing an unheard of ingrati- 
tude, in taking ſuch a courſe as this was, without 
advice or conſent: the news of which (as 
he ſaid in one) ſeemed to him incredible, becauſe 
he never judged, that her huſband's, or her affec- 
tions, to one another, had been ſo moderate, (by 
any thing he had ever heard or ſeen,) as that they 
could be perſuaded, upon pretence of chriſtianity, to 
embrace ſuch a ſtrange and horrid undertaking, by 

ig the folemn vow of matrimony : that 
hereby ſhe ſeemed to have ſucked the milk of a ty- 


greſs, rather than of a woman; and to have loſt all 


good nature, and even humanity itſclf. He added, 

that it was an injury done to Heaven, to call uch | 
follies and inſinuations as theſe, inſpirations, and 
godly motions ; _— her, upon his faith, that 
all the catholics he had ſpoken with, condemned 
this raſh and inconſiderate action of theirs ; and 
therefore 2 her, either to return to Eng- 

land, that he might hate the comfort of viſiting 
them there; or to live together ſomewhere in 
France, or landers; whither he would come to 
her to "a this his advice, 


1271 
3 
wet: 


ſee 

* | 

bo was os a 
his letter, by a bare of 
Theſe ſevere checks from a father ſhe loved fo 
tenderly, muſt needs have wrought upon her, 
had not the grace of hty God, in a 
cular manner aſſiſted her ſo piouſly ny in 6 part. 
and that ſhe did fo, is evident, from the following 
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SIR, 


HF. great condeſcenſion of your goodneſs to 
me, I did not receive, en 
after its date; elſe I had not deferred my ac- 


knowledgement of it a minute, and was not, all 
that time, without 


tempt to beg your blefling ; my actions 
have ſo unhappily appeared to you fo criminal, as 
rather to deſerve the contrary. Wherefore, I moſt 
humbly beg you, upon my knees, to give me leave 
to offer unto you the ſole motives of our ſo much 
wondered-at refolutions. You know, fir, that the 
fate of life I am now in, is but what God Al- 
mighty has been pleaſed to grant me, after a long 
and earneſt purſuit of it; and which, if it had 
pleaſed him to move you to grant me ſooner, as 
be was Eren 
not only to conſent to, but even to propoſe, 
might have prevented the unhappy diſturbance I 
have fince given you. 'Thoſe that conſider his vir- 
tue, and that our affections were wholly grounded 
on that, will not wonder we ſhould deprive our- 
ſelves of thoſe temporal enjoyments we had here, 
io make one he > moles of eternal ones; 
ard indeed, fir, I preſume to fay, I believe you 
have that opinion of my kindneſs to him, (tho? 
you were never pleaſed to believe I had thoſe due 
reſpects and affections I ought for you,) which 
might make you mitigate that ſevere cenſure you 
are pleaſed to make of my actions towards you. 
Certainly fir, leſs than a particular and ſtrong im- 
preſſion, that the world was not fafe for me, had 
not deen ſufficient to have made me part with fuch 
an huſband; if you will give leave to ſay nothing 
of yourſelf. But I muſt now ** 


cy, that we had a 
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that every word of this, without your particular 
goodneſs, may be offenſive : therefore, I do not 
write without extraordinary pain. As to the in- 
finite bleſſing of a father's preſence, that you were 
pleaſed to mention; *twas too great to be offered, 
till we were out of the power of enjoying it; and, 
if you did not name it for a torment to me, you 
would find theſe countries (conſidering the near- 
neſs of the ſpa) very convenient for you ; here 
being ſuch entertainments, r 
tions, which, if I were not here, might, 842 

be an invitation to you. Oh! fir, I 

God has thus diſpoſed of me, by A - +44 
near you in Wales ; 
for, if I am to have any happinefs in this world, I 


wiſh ic might be by your p ement : 4 
my heart would be at reſt, that you had 


me; but above all, that, by fo acceptable a . 
a8 this, you had gained thoſe » gs of A] — 1 


aſk; knowing you w 

tent,, which the world hes con: yer es abs ts 

give you. Which that you may, I beſeech him, 

of his mercy, to move you to pardon ap- 
to you as criminal in me; fince what con- 

_ tradiQts not the duty I owe to my heavenly father, 

I ſhall ever confeſs due to you. With all bu- 


mility, upon my knees, I beg your bleſſing for 


myſelf and 
| Your moſt paſſionate and 
affectionate poor child, 
; a of er 8. 


P. S. Sir, 9 but l 


ind ou | forget them, as ſoon as you have 
read them; and forgive me, who am the cauſe of 
ſo much trouble to you. 


H 4 Nox 
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Nor did her reſtleſs zeal for her father's con- 
verſion terminate here; but ſhe ſtill uſed new me- | 
thods of endeavouring it. And, receiving no an- | 
ſwer to her laſt letter, ſhe procured a catholick | 
gentleman (who was extremely well verſed in con- 
troverſy, and a neighbour to fir Thomas Hanmer) 
to take the occakon of giving hum a viſit, and dif- 
with him concerning catholick religion ; 

and withal, defired him to carry this ſecond letter, 
no leſs paſſionate than the former, that, by his 


converſation, he might come to a better knowledge 
of the truth of the Roman catholick religion. 


SIR, 


n 
will not fuffer me to be long filent, nor to 
fear, or excuſe, my often troubling you; and I do 
now do it, in hopes that the converſation and ac- 
- quaintance of this gentleman (who is the bearer) 
will be fo welceme to you, that you will eſteem 
his a divertiſement. At leaſt, fir, grant 
me this only requeſt and ſatisfaction, to hear you 
ann do really aſſure my- 
| ſelf, that, if you were convinced of the neceſſity, 
1 and had weighed the many reaſons, why you ought 
to be other than what you are; your heart is too 
great and noble, to be kept back by any worldly 
conſideration. St. Auſtin had ſurely ſomething ex- 
tra in his ſoul, before it met with its ri 
object; and, give me leave to ſay, fir, ſo have 
you; and | hope you may live to teach many to 
love as he did; if once all hindrances were taken 
away betwixt you and that raviſhing goodneſs of 
What is it we ſeek after, but full content= 
ment of mind? And who can give that, but the 
of all goodneſs? In him there is 
love and joy ; his nature is to make all things 
IG and whoever has « once n, 


as ama Sem e A ood Geet es as. > 
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Sir, what can you leave, or ſuf- 
fer, but he can fortifie you to undergo; and change 
into comfort what, by nature, you moſt of all fear? 
And infallibly his goodneſs will do fo, if you will 
only hear and diſcourſe i ally ; which, on my 
knees, I humbly beg, for Chriſt's ſake, in remem- 
brance of all he ſuffered for you. Sir, do not de- 
y me; behold me at your feet, embracing them 
the affection of my whole heart; and be no 


— 
— * moſt paſſionate and 
. affectionate poor child, 
ks of Ixs us. 


On would have thought, that theſe lines, fo 
full of reſpe& and affeQtion, might have deſerved 
an anſwer, if the former had not; and have con- 
vinced him, that the want of aoliien was net the 
cauſe of her pious undertaking, which he taxed - 
her with ; but that this happy change of her's, had 
ok which ſhe before had for him, 
.. as ſhe ex preſſes 
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CHAT. Yy. 


tow ous reſolution tending to Gion: 
1 7 hoy 4475 2 — 
— diligently ſhe puts We ber reſolutions in 
Practice. 


T will not, „ here be amiſs, to give 
a Ours theo of that confurmane perfolitan Beat 
length arived to, which cannot be better perform- 
_ ed) than by ſetting down thoſe generous reſolutions 
I find in her own hand amongſt the reſt of her pa- 
pers. 


MOST facred and undivided Trinity, three 


Perſons, and one Eſſence! caſt a glance of 


our all-ſeeing eye upon my unworthy, wretched 
223 wont tes. 
her own abyſs of miſery ; trembling at the conſide 
ration of ycur ſecret nts; confounded at 
the memory of her former diſloyalties and i 
=> 1 — be r 
ſorrow ting before the 
throne of your dreadful Majeſty, and tendering her 
petition to your infinite mercy. You have been 
r to expect her 
Lou have moſt efficati- 
ouſly terrified pn your 
moſt earneſtly invited her, and poweriully drawn 


You have induced her to an abſolute expiation of 
her crimes, and a perfe&t reconciliation, by a ſin- 
cere contrition, intire ſacramental confeffion, and 

pt ſatisfaction; you have given her ftrong re- 
of an intire re n. This is the 
change of your right-hand, and the only effect of 


Your 


under the burden of 
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Havix c gathered, out of her own memoirs, 
how far the was advanced in all the ways of an in- 


terior life, and to what a pitch of the umon of God, 
ſhe was arrived ; it follows, that we take notice 
of thoſe ſteps, by which ſhe mounted up to this, 
ſo eminent degree of perfection; which her ghoſt. 
ly father and fe ſeveral of the religious take notice 
of, in the characters they, by requeſt, gave of her 
Cong her death, from Ber Beſt entrance into a re- 
ligious ſtate of hfe; viz. In ik Th © Sip an 
apprehenſion of her own not » that, of 
all vices, ſhe feemed to fear that vain-glory the 
leaſt. All the extraordinary — ſne received 
from Heaven, ſerved only to increaſe the bad 
opinion ſhe had conceived of '1erfelf. From this 
humility, and profound ackn.,wiedgement of her 
own unworthineſs, fprung, as from their ſource, 
all thoſe other virtues fo m her. As to 


— Kay pct Cs WE 2 avs —_— 


<< ſhe had but tu ĩce loft the divine preſence, and 
« that for about the ſpace of an Ave Maria, each 
« time being taken * great ſollicitude 
« for her children.“ wonder then, ſhe had as 
many unqueſtionable witneſſes of a recollected ſpi- 
rit, as there were perſons who daily converſed 
with her. Her looks, as they faid, and that hea- 
vert; air which appeared in her countenance, were 
ſufficient to ſtrike reverence and devotion into the 
molt wandering and diſſipated imagination. There 
was no need of ſtudying her humour, or obſerving 
her times; her temper was always equal, as was 
her mind; ' thofe graces and execellencies of an even 

ä —— her; ſo that no ac- 
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cident, tho? never ſo ſurprizing and ſtrange, 
make the leaſt viſible 1 upon her : 
virtue was not of a faint or fading nature, like that 


; 8 and work upon others; nothing, but what 


was in God, from God, and for God, was any 
part of her care; in a word, not to run this topic 
out into a volume, ſhe had obtained, by a _— 
over her natural inclinations and fo per- 
lect an union with Almighty God, that her whole life 
rn. love and adora- 
tion. This communication with God was atten- 
ded with that high degree of prayer, which, accor 

ding to divines, confifts in paſſively receiving the 
impreſſions of the divine ſpirit , inſomuch, that her 


firſt abbeſs, reverend mother Taylor, who had ſpent 


ſeveral years in that holy practice, affirmed, *© That 
«© jt was fo ſupernatural and ſublime, that all ſhe 
& had either read or heard upon that ſubject, came 
<6 ſhort of her prayer, which tho? ſhe could never 
«« conceive or underſtand the depth of, yet ſhe 
Vas fully convinced it was from God; as haviyg | 
ce ſo irrefragable a t againſt deluſion, as 4 
6 was her humble obedience and ſubmiffon to 

« ghoſtly father, in laying it aſide as long as 
«« judged fit; the”, in the mean time, ſhe 


ſo great deſolation, dryneſs and darkneſs, as the 


was better able to ſuffer than to expreis; which *' 
was a ſecond proof, and no leſs convincing than the 1 
former, of the truth and goodneſs of her prayer, and 
6 3 
CHAP. 
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N N ee ee 
CHAP. VL 
The excellency of ber prayer, gathered from its 
i 
to 


Sn 
3 judgment of any thing by its 
* infallible, as certainly it is, we cannot 
miſs the making a right one of the ſolidity and 
ex 
fruits. 


cellency of her prayer; if we take a view of it's. 
For, let the prayer, be never ſo high, and 
never ſo hard to be underſtood, the fruits thereof 
are viſible, and eaſily perceived. Her prayer then, 
tho? it was very high, did not conſiſt in extravagant 
raptures and tranſports, which ſometimes draw to 
ſelf-eſteem, ſtiffneſs of judgment, a negle& of 
rule and order; but in the practice of all ſolid vir- 
tues; as the herſelf hath given us to underſtand, by 
tranſmitting unto us thoſe divine lights and interior 
motions Almighty God infuſed into her foul, which 
afford us ſo many convincing arguments of the 
folidity of her fervour and devotion. Take then, 
in her own words, a * what ſhe 


6 


l 
' ; 
4 
A un 


Same of ber fruits of prayer. 
OW long, O moſt pure object of divine love 
ſhall 1 be deprived of of that ſovereign good, 
edicts thificaiinr? when wilren 
TT Air —— when 
ſhall I be fatiated with the fruition of your glorious 
aſpect? 3322 r 

unſpeakable goodneſs, and my ardent affecti- 
1 the bounds of moderation: but the con- 
fideration of the beatifical viſion, and my own un- 
— give %% 
in 


alledge any merits of my own, that 
make me worthy of your favour or mercy ; — 


| like a helpleſs wretch, my own conſcience cries 


out guilty, and fills me with ſhame and confuſion 
before the tribunal of your facred majeſty. What 
then of sedreſs? what advocate to plead my 
cauſe? ſhall the fins of my life paſt ſeparate me. 
from what is ſo dear to me? O eternal ſunof glory, 

let the piercing beams of your brightneſs diſſipate 
the dark clouds of my tranſgreſſions; and open 
the way for an interview between me and you, the 
only comfort of my foul. Let the ardent fire of 
charity diſſolve whatever is hard and frozen 
me; inflame my heart with an intenſe love for 
and excellency ; let not heaven frown 
for therein lies all the Treaſure I hope 


Have |} 
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vereign graces, by 
and now, finding 


ttracting 
turn full of ſorrow and eonfuſion to you, 
ing father, my ſkilful phy ſician, my p. 


lov- 
5 ul re- 
deemer! I confeſs I have ſinned 
and before y 
bowels of e 
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my — my heart, my will, my 
3 take all that I am, have, 


y 
of it ccenccing ts your mals dikes will ind fis- 
ſure: make my will yours, and let all the facu- 
tes of DIF er 268 ONT REF 


Tavs, you ſee how, by the purgative and il- 
way, ſhe attains to the unitive, after to. 

high and woaderful 2 manner; that ſhe ſeems to 
have traced out the foot-ſteps of that worthy gen- 
tleman, and great ſpiritvaliſt, Mr. Ruiffon, (with 
whom, as I before mentioned, ſhe became ac- 


quainted at Liege,) and to have put in practice 
thoſe admirable directions 


for prayer, which, at 
— he gave her in a letter, not long be- 
fore her death: which, fince there appears in it an 
idea of ection, to which he had arrived, and 
ſhe fo cloſely followed; tho” it be ſomewhat long, 
yet I cannot believe it will ſeem tedious ; and there - 
fore have ſet it down at large in the following 


chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. vn. 
Mr. Ruiſſon's Etter to Aster Clare; containing ad- 


mirable directians for prayer and union with God, 
in which perfection chiefly confeſts : together wits 


ber bumble anſwer. 


EAR ſiſter in Jeſus Chriſt ; in the country 

of darknefs, all is darkneſs. The light 1s 
reſerved for Heaven, which Ged hices from us in 
this world unde; ſhadows, viſions and figures, which 
St. Denis of Alexandria admired and reverenced, 
without underſtanding them. Whilſt Adam acted 
dy the principles of faith, he conſerved himſelf in 
the ſtate of innocency and immortality, and in a 
perfect union with God; but, from the moment 
he endeavoured to raiſe himſelf tothe light of know- 
ledge, he loſt himſelf in its darkneſs, and became 
criminal ; becauſe he defired a greater knowledge, 
than God had beſtowed upon him. 

So, commonly, the greateſt ſcholars, and moſt 
piercing wits, do nct make the humbleſt and great- 
eſt ſaints. Learning is a tyrant, that never fails to 
perſecute them that poſſeſs it. It perverts their 


wills, cafts them into pride and preſumption, and, 


now and then, into the aby ſs of hereſy and apoſtacy. 
Hence it is, that God has founded the maxims of 
faith upon his word; whole chief myſteries, and 
_ * to ſalvation, are incomprehenſible ; 
he might make the way to Heaven equally 

exy tothe rnd, and gnorat 1 great and mall; 
r perte& union with 

all he ſhould propoſe by his church. Moreover, 
in this blind obedience, one may teſtify a greater 
fideli and practice more virtue; there being lefs 
of and ſatisfaction, and more courage and 
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roſity, in and humble acknowledgement of our 
— de, (ſuch as St. Paul made, when he ſaid, 
« He knew nothing, but Chriſt crucified, ” and 
that he had no other knowledge, than what he had 
learned at the foot of the croſs) than by being maſ- 


ter of a greater knowledge, than the greateſt doc- 


tors of the church were inſpired with. Where- 
fore, dear ſiſter, ſtudy fidelity, more than know- 
ledge ; value faith, more than life, and love, more 
than curioſity ; ; which love operates in you the uni- 
cn you defire, and has made you, like Abraham, 
leave your houſe, your country, and even thoſe 
tender and facred friendſhips, which were permit- 
ted to you to enjoy in the world: to the end, that 
this union might be ſo much the ſtronger and more 


pure, and that God might have an entire poſſeſſion 


of your heart, which he before poſſeſſed but by 


Pran ſiſter, this abſolute leaving what you 
poſſeſſed, by ycur profeſſion in the face of the 
church; this generous fu f, for 
time and ete „ to the diſpoſal of divine pro- 
vidence ; this blind obedience to the voice of your 
ſpouſe, whom you have followed ; do not only unite 
you to him, but difpoſe you to a perfect annihilati- 
on of yourſelf ; by which ore comes to a kind of 
deformity, which 1 is the kingdom of Ged in a ſoul z 
when, a her own knowledge, lights, de- 
fires, and will, ſhe herfelf with all the 
effects both of her natural and ſuperna 


ge, Jam go, 
Chriftus ; F live, now "tis not I that live, but Chriſt 
that lives in me; all her works being in a manner 


Tis then (when a foul i arrived to this pace) 
love; tis then that he works in her x all lng, he 
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neither knowing the end, nor cauſe of them. And 
this ſhews the poſſibility of not loſing God a mo- 
ment, without a continual remembrance of him, 
or an apprehenſion of his preſence ; he who has 
his heart and eyes upon you, as if you 
were the object of his happineſs, cannot loſe you 


for an inſtant; you have, therefore, nothing to 


loſe, becauſe he is your all; and you cannot loſe 
4 becauſe you poſſeſs him, who 1s all 
things ; and becauſe you have left off what you 
were in appearance, and in your own judgment ; 
thr ho ab wade ray ene) eg is pany a 
be all in all to eſides, a foul in grace, can 
neither forget, ar God for one ſingle moment ; 
as well according to nature, (her memory and will 
being an indivifible part of herſelf, and without 
parts) as according to God, who is her treaſure, 
the memory of her memory, and the will of her 


will; which powers, being united to, and loſt in | 


God, have no more any being or action of their 
own ; all their operations, exterior and interior, 


being from God and in God; fo that loſs or gain, 


ing, which paſſes by the ſenſe and ima gination, 
were profitable for you ; he loves you too well, to 
ſubtract it from you for a moment. It is not 
therefore this exterior image, repreſented to ſenſe, 
that you ought to ſtop at ; but rather at that interior 
memory, Which reſides i in the bottom 

of your foul, and is c in action; becauſe 
the pr nciple of life is in it, and that is even the 
life which makes it Jive; for, ſtate of its uni- 
on with the it cannot raiſe f above what 
it ſees and knows, without the help of ſome figure, 
or corporeal character; or, at leaſt, ſome ſhadow of 
matter, which vaniſhes away by faith, as all other 
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1 way therefore, dear ſiſter, conſiſts in 
ou are, and doing what you do, and 
ſe; if God looked for more, he would 
—— way => Fu after your defires, than his own; 
holy indifferency, in a ſtate of life or vocation, is 
that which makes up every one's — 
ſanctification; for, to deſire to be more than he 
has a mind we ſhould be; to gape after more, 
than he has a mind to give; not to be content 
with one's portion; to be unwilling to loſe him a 
moment, when he retires and hides himſelf from us 
on purpoſe, to diſunite us from all things whatever, 
except from his holy will; is an effect of ſelf-love, 
which, inſtead of uniting us more and more to him, 
doth rather ſeparate and divide us from him. 

IT is a lamentable blindneſs of the greateſt part 
of ſpiritual perſons, and rather hinders, than aug- 
ments, their perfection; when they let themſelves 
be carried on with too great a heat and zeal to ob- 
tain it; whereas, they rather ought, with patience 
and ſweetneſs, to — it, from the pure good- 
| neſs and grace of God. How many prayers, works 
of charity, communions, watchings, labours, 
mortifications and facts, will, one day, crave juſ- 
tice againſt us, for having done them by the ſpirit 
of nature, and to pleaſe ourſelves; and rather 
followed onr own fancy and opinion, than the 
will of God; which, by the prophet Ifaiah, 58. 3. 
he complains of ? he only requires from us pro- 
portionably to what he gives us, and is fatisfied 
with our doing his will with a purity of intention, 
rather than our own ; who ſanQifies even our de- 
tes, in that ſingle relation they bear to his orders, 
and eternal defigrs ; it is this, which made St. 
Paul, as well as St. Auguſtin ſay, He did the 
& evil he would not, and did not the good he 
& would; at which he was rot at all troubled, 
q knowing well that God does not impute to fin the 
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gain with God; whereby your will, which is a 
free, ſpiritual, and immortal 

herſelf, and of all the other powers, _ from 
this moment, for ever deſtine, imploy, and 

the parts and peices of your being, to be (as 
the hand of a dial that ſhows the hour) a perpetual 
remembrance, congratulation, thankſgiving and ju- 
bila. ĩor, for all the praiſes, homages, reſpects and 
adorations, which all creatures give, or ſhall eter- 
nally r for the love he bears to him- 
ſelf ; to the end you may adore and glorify him 
in this ſpirit; and love him with that eternal love, 
which alone is is worthy of him: and God will ſhew 
good will, and give you as great a 


2 f 


os. and lines. which men and 
im in Heaven and earth. Nay, the 

an infinity for it's object, may make 
individuals, of human, and angelical natures; 
all the motions of foul, and body ; nay, even all 
created beings, to an atom or gramm of land ; con- 
cur to ſo noble a work. 

Goo God! how admirable, profitable, and 
divine 15 this exerciſe | which coſts nothing at all, 


ignorant of it, or negleRts it; whilſt he is buſied in 


ſo many things; whilſt he is ſad or joyful, upon 
account of different accicents ; without _— 


as if you yourſelf did give all the 
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be found in the other ; the creature in God; 


who, to eſtabliſh himſelf, and reign 
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finite, corruptible, and ſubject to an inf nity of 
Dear ſiſter, ſtop a while Here, view this 
ſpirit of unity, which is the ſpirit of God humſelf, 
which gathers divided and diſunited thir gs into one, 
to draw us out of multiplicity and the imperfection 
of nature, into this union, with a trarsfor- 
mation into himſelf ; which makes one contrary to 


erteftion in imperfection; unity in multiplicity ; ; 
t in darkneſs; peace in war; recollection in 
diſtraction ; fwcctueks i m the croſs ; abundance in 
poverty; life in death; corporal in ſpiritual ; God 
in all, FR me, 5 de- 
ſeech you, in thinking that, becauſe God c 
ſo often his manner of proceeding with you, he is 


not ſtill y ours, and you his; dive, by the light of 


faith into the darkneſs where he hides himſelf ; 
penetrate the veils of bodies and fpirits, with which 
he covers himſelf ; ſee him act in all his creatures, 
giving them their determinate moticn, who is pro- 
perly their life and being: not a hair preſents it- 
ſelf unto our eyes, without his ſight and permiſſion; 

to the end, that that lively and active faith of yours 
may fee him in his in and characters; as we 
ſee a faint in his cloaths, or a friend in imaginati- 
on; whilſt we behold his picture. 


Dax ſiſter, make the laſt effort; imitate a —2 


in a kingdom newly conquered, fills every - 4 
with horror and defolation ; puts to the ſword, not 


| only ſuch as oppoſe his deſigns, but even rids him- 


ſelf of his uſpected friends, for fear of ſome trea- 
ſonable furprize. In like manner, do you kill and 


| deftroy all jour ſworn enemies; annihilate all your 


deſires, and paſſions ; take leave even of what ap- 
pears virtue and perfection; becauſe they make a 
noiſe and pudder, and cauſe more ſmoke and diſ- 


traction, than they augment the fire of love: bid 


love 
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love enter into its ſource ; cauſe humility to keep 


love „or debaſe itſelf below lucifer ; and 
dieeſire your fri to ſleep and take their repoſe ; 


ſince the ſon of man goes to be abandoned, forſa- 
ken, and crucified; to eftabliſh God alone in All, 
and through All. His dominion and empire in a 
foul in grace, are the creating eſſence, or the ve- 
ry eſſence of the creator. 

I nave made an epitome of the nothing of all 
things, and of the All of God, which practice will 
better explain, than reaſon. I hope this, at pre- 
ſent, is ſufficient to aſſure you of him, who is, 


as much as any one in the world, except your bro— 


ther Clare, dear ſiſter, 
8 Your moſt humble, and 


Herke, July 13, moſt affectionate ſervant in God, 
1669. Ru iss ox. 


To ſhow with what hunulity, and how brief- 
ly and folidly ſhe rephed to this excellent let- 
ter; I will here ſet down her anſwer, tranſla- 
ted out of French, which contains a great deal 
of ſubſtance in a few words. 

CONFESS 'tis a good while ſince I received 
your welcome letter, which my indiſpoſition 
hindered me, till now, from anſwering : pleaſe 

but to obtain for me fome of that true and 
love of God, which you fo well diſcourſe of, and 
fo faithfully practiſe; that, animated thereby, I 
may be able to fuffer ſickneſs, or whatever God 
pleafes to ſend me, with ſuch a perfect ſubmiſſion, 
and union to his divine will, as that I may become 
intirely his; and then I ſhall be better able to con- 
verſe with you; for, at preſent, I am unworthy 
of ſuch a converſation ; but muſt own, that, when 
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tis God's will to move you to wri e to me, I boch 
great deal of 


receive and read yeur letters, with a 
comfort; yet carnot defire this, or any thing elſe ; 
but that his holy will ſhould be done in all things. 
Amen. 


CLaRE of Ixs us. 


P. 8. For the love of God, and the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, pray for me. 


K e 
CHAP. vm. 


A ſbert account of ſome remarkable paſſages in the 
8 7 4 of Mr. Rus 


INCE Mr. Ruiſſon's letter, un. 
f 


oregoing chapter, as you have ſeen, contains 
ſo much ſpirit and devotion, I think i: will be no 
unpardonable digreſſion, if I add a word or two con- 
cerning himielf ; that the reader may be convinced, 
that this ſervant of God praQiſed what he taught; 
and 2 *. 3 and 
eſteem, as well u is perſon, as upon his doctrine, 
e of ſiſler Clare; 
ſince a perſon ſo illuminated and favoured by God, 


ſuch a zeal to terve her, in ſo earneſtly promoting 
her advancement in proſeſſion, and ſervice of God. 


the foundation of al perfection) the humble letter 
he writ to brother Clare, then ſtudying ph. loſophy 
at Liege, in which he incloſed the — letter, 
unſealed; where, alter all the p ains he had taken 
in writing it, ard in obtaining lighi from Heaven, 
without which, fuch — not be writ; 
leſt 


as ſhe was, expreſſed fo high an eſteem for her, — 1 


Take for a mark of his humility (a virtue that is 


— ** 2 — CSR 
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a burning it intire to him, conſi- 


by Sprite pe . 
a great mark and of the true ſpirit of 


RECEIVED your letter, with the incloled, 

from deareſt ſiſter Clare, which I here fend 
you, to let you ſee her great humility ; twas to me 
a 3 to virtue, perceiving thereby ſhe adheres 
ly to God, this being her ſole a m, this her only 
e: and, to expreſs her humility the more, ihe 
aſks of me, ther ignorant of this union or 
| directions to obtain it, or 
rather 8 removing all impediments of 
that, ſhe herſelf poſſeſſes; but knows not ſhe does 
ſo: and rather than not ſatisfie her great humility, 
] am moſt willing to diſcover my own ignorance; 
and have therefore ſaid what occurred, on this 


them, pleaſe to ſend them, and that ſhe may like 
the better, and receive them rather from the 
x of God, than that of a finner, (tho? her hu- 

ity wi ws rejeſt thens upon this 
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ſerve her, 15 a greater and treaſure to me, 
than any this world can afford me. I recommend 
my ſelf and family to your prayers, and am from 
the betas of ay haart, 

Deareſt 


Your — humble, 
and unworthy ſervant, 
Rotss on. 


His ſon, the chief hopes of bis family, being 
now grown up in years, and having had an edu- 
cation ſuitable to his birth and 4. ay + _ Ruiſſon 
deſi ently to marry him, that he might ſee 
2 in the world, before he left it; 
and, therefore, made it his buſineſs to find out a 
match that was convenient for him. But, whilſt 
the good father was thus contrivirg to his ſon, his 
heavenly father called him from the world, not 
immediately to himſelf, but to a religious life, 
the beſt and next way to him; for his fon, finding 
himſelf inſpired by God, to enter among diſcalced 
— Fong was 1 of propoſing it to his fa- 
ther, (knowing his deſigns looked another way, 
and believing it impoſſible to gain his conſent) and 
choſe rather firſt to enter into religion, and then 
acquaint his father with it; which he did preſent- 
ly after in a very dutiful letter, aſſuring him that 
the tco great affection he bore him, made him 


not difcover his ir clinations to religion, apprehend- | 


ing, on the one ſide, leſt his compaſſion, in 

a ſpectator of his father's aMitions, might be ſo 
great, as even to make him ſtagger in his vacation; 
and, on the other, fearing he ſhould be wanting 
in his eratirude to God, for having given | him fo 
ETACIOUS 1 to the moſt happy ſtate religi- 
ous life; if he did not firſt „ 
God called him to, before he acquainted his fa- 


ther with kis defign: wherefore, he begged his 
| 12 pardon 
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endeavour to contribute to his 
and thereby 


for 
and 


| | , | gratu! ed, 
and envied his pious undertaking, than diſapproved 


And, in a letter to brother 
he writes 


as follows. Whilft my thoughts were taken up 
_ 66 about marrying my ſon, 12 
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him a greater comfort and ſatisfaction, in ſeeing 
* his bleſſed will performed in this manner, than 
* he could have received, had he beſtowed upon 
c 
c 

ngs.” 

Ax orRIx very remarkable thing of this gentle- 
man 1s, that, the day before his death, brother 
Clare going to Montague, took his way by Herke, 

to have the ſatisfaction of giving Mr. Ruiſſon a 
Ar (who had been fo kind as to give him many 

upon the account of that fpiritual friend- 
— which he had contracted with ſiſter Clare.) 
thither he found him very ſick; yet per- 
fectly in his ſenſes, FTT 
ſeen him; but was concerned to ſee him laid after 
ſo poor a manner upon the ground ; _ the 
reaſon of it? 1 gnified, that it was in 
obedience to his own orders, "that he had made his | 
bed in that manner; that he would ſcarce, tho? in fo 
weak a condition, admit of any help from them ;* 
and had alſo defired his wife, for his, as well as for 
her own greater comfort, ſeeing ſhe ſuffered very 
much to fee him in that condition) that ſhe 3 
not come to him; but leave him to make the beſt 
uſe he could, of thoſe few moments he had left. 
Brother Clare, tho' pleaſed to fee him, as Mr. 
Ruiſſon alſo ſeemed to be with his viſit, yet was trou- 
bled to fee him ſo ill accomodated; and therefore 
begged of him, to accept at leaſt of ſuch helps and 
conveniencies, as that dangerous condition, he was 
in, required, that might conduce both to his caſe in 
his ſickneſs, and contribute alſo to his recovery; 
for the manner he had ordered himſelf to be treated, 
could not but much augment his diſtemper, which, 
of itſelf, was too To all which he 
«« cies he till had, he ſhould be very glad; * f 


on 
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* with fo much pain for him upon the croſs. He 
expreſſed this with fuch a chearful and unconcerned 
countenance, as made brother Clare not think him 
to be in that danger, that others thought he was 
in; otherwiſe, he would have given himſelf the 
comfort and advantage of being preſent at his 
death; which happened the ſame night heleft him: 
he giving no lefs evidence of his virtue at his death, 
than he had done in his life; not only by a perfect 
reſignation to God's will, in ſuffering it ; but by 
carneſtly deſiring, as St. Paul did, To be dif- 


* ſolved, and to be with Chriſt.” 


who, out of the tender affeQion 
never would give her conſent for their reti 
into religion; tho? he had frequently deſired it, 


— _—_ 
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gious vocation, he told him, in confidence That 
wy it was 2 double favour, that God had beſtowed 


* me the firſt, by letting me ſee the happineſs of a 
< religious ſtate, and giving me very earneſt deſires 
« of entering into religion; but as yet he has 
* vouchſafed to give me little hopes of putting 
4 theſe. in execution; not perceiving he gives the 
& fame to my wife;”” and added, © That he 
& found it very hard to receive ſuch a mortificati- 
4 on, as a refuſal was, to fo advantageous a re- 
4 queſt, from a perſon he ſo intirely loved, and 
4 and who alſo refuſed it out of a motive of love 
& to him; wherefore, he thought this ſo great 
e an affliction, as it was impoſſible for any one 
« to conceive the greatneſs of, that did not actu- 
e ally feel it. | | 


XRERKHRERARARAREARERR 
5 CHAP. IX. 


4 remarkable paſſage of ber burning ber picture, 6 

little before ber death. 
is a common axiom in philoſophy, that motion 
(for example, in a ftone caſt down from a high 
place) the nearer it comes to the end, or centre to 
which it tends, the more ſwift it is. Siſter Clare's 
example ſeems to prove, that the ſame axiom holds 
no lefs in moral, than in natural philoſophy; for tho?, 
from her firſt converſion to the catholick faith, and 
her entrance into religion, which immediately fol- 
owed the other, ſhe never ſtopped, but ſtill made a 


e 


tions of her life; 
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ging each precious moment of time to the beſt ad- 
vantage, to prepare herſelf for a happy eternity ; ſtill 
towards her end and centre of her affecti- 
ons, God himſelf : yet there is one inſtance of her 
a little before her death, which 
proves, that the nearer ſhe approched 
ſhe made in virtue; 
and tho”, perhaps, what I am about to relate, may, 
at the firſt fight, appear to ſome leſs conſiderable ; 
et, whoſoever ſhall rightly weigh it, connot but 
of my opinion, that it far exceeded the other ac- 
ſtrange fund of hu- 
mility, contentment ot herſelf, and ſolid peity ; which 
alſo evidences, that, the lower ſhe hereby debaſed 


her ſelf in her own thoughts, the higher ſhe was 
raiſed in God's eſteem; and in LOG ſhort time 


ly wel done, and very like hoy he cauſed to be ſet 
in gell, whith a criſtal before it. This picture 

ſent to her, with other things, to Graveling, ſup- 
poſing the :7ould beſtow them on the children: as 
ſoon as they came, ſhe begged leave to difpoſe of 
the picture: mother-abbeſs thinking ſhe deſired this 
leave, Ine 
told her ſhe might diſpoſe of it as ſhe pleaſed; ſhe 
had no ſooner obtained mother-abbeſs's conſent, 
but preſently endeavourd to get the piQure out of 
the caſe; and what a workman could ſcarce have 


done, with tools, in a quarter of an hour's time, 


providence helped her, with a pin only, to take 
out, in a moment, (even to her own 


as the afterwards declared;) and, left her deſign 


_ ſhould 2 before ſne could meet with 


15 


a con- 


perceived it. Not long after, reverend mother- 
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God to perfect the ori- 
r it more like his own image, 
his beatifical viſion; St. John 
e ſhall be like 3 we 
1 he is; providence alſo here 

manifeſting, that the more earneſtly ſhe defired 2 
de forgot by creatures, the more ſhe was remem- 
dered and rewarded by her Creator. So that whilft 
ſiſter Clare thus fervently endeavoured, in a little 
time, to make up a great crown, by a faithful 
practice of all virtues; efpecially, of a profound 
umility, the foundation of them all; Almighty 
God, as I before hinted, deſigned to put a period 
to her virtuous courſe; judging it time to et 
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the labours of fo penitential a life, as her love had 
cauſed her both to undertake for his ſake, and to 
make ſuch a wonderful progreſs in, as I have re- 
counted: whereby ſhe deſerved the 
which the Holy Ghoſt gives to a fervent ſoul, 

'That ſhe had heaped — 2 
great a ſtock or treaſure of virtue and merits, as 
others, in a long time, even in many years, were 


not able to obtain. 


CHAP. X. 
mcd ber death; hiv aw 


cern, for ber father”s conver fron ; and ber letters 
_ to bim about it. 


HE reward that God often beſtows upon per- 
ſons of an extraordinary piety and virtuous 
life, ;» » foeedght cad havnt of their death; 
both to animate them to ſpend the ſhort time that 
remains, to make up thew crown with greater fer- 

pare themſelves for this 
change, by a frequent and ardent de- 
fires of a happy 7 diffolution, that ends in the be- 
ginning of an eternal union with himſelf. Tis 
probable, as we may gather from that which fol- 
lows, that God has beſtowed this favour upon 
ſiſter Clare; for whom reverend mother-abbeſs 
being much concerned, by reaſon of the accident 
which, that morning, had happened to her, of 
falling into a ſwoon, in the quoire, (ſhe having no 
leſs kindneſs and tenderneſs for her, than her pre- 
deceſſor had) went to viſit her in the infirmary, 


whither ſhe had ordered her to retire herſelf, to 


try if ſhe could repoſe; thinking nothing 8 


| for her: where finding ſhe had got two or three 


hours reſt, mother-abbeſs was 2 
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death; 
again, as ever ſhe was in her life : 
with a ſmiling countenance, full 
conformity; Dear mother, God had now 
* ded a queſtion, (which I have often 

« of with no ſmall trouble) viz. Whether brother 
« Clare or I ſhould die firſt ? For, knowing 

« great an affliction, the death of either would be 
to the ſurvivor; and diffdent in my own ſtrength 
« and ability to bear ſuch a croſs; and, on the 
«© other fide, compaſſionating the affection, which, 
J am fure, he would fuffer, I durſt never beg 
&* the one, or the other. But now, it is God's 
ill that I ſhould go firſt, and this ſickneſs is to 
„ carry me to my grave. I doubt not, but his 
„ infinite gg , who ns to give brother 
4 Clare this croſs, will alſo give him ſtrength to 
& hear it.“ This paſſage alone is an urdeniable ar- 
gument, as I faid beiore, of her being a favourite 
of Heaven, and evidently ſhews the great union ſhe 
| had with God, in prayer, and is a ſignal token of 
her great conformity to the will of her heavenly fa- 
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Y true and paſſionate deſires for your hap- 
pineſs, cannot be leſſened by any ſeverity of 
nor can your filence frighten me out of the 
| I ought to have for your felicity to my laſt 
breath. The daily experience I have of the com- 
fort and neſs there is in being in the true ca- 


vouchſafing | 
ſhall receive on my knees with mexplicable joy, if 
it God that I live *till it comes. I humbly 
— your bleſſing, and my Lady's, for the ceildren, 
Vour unworthy child, 
CLaxz of Jz8us. 


Nor 
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long after ſhe had writ this letter, a good 
offering itſelf by a gentleman's paſſing 
Graveling, who, going for „ un- 
dertook to deliver a letter to her father, with his 
own hand; ſhe took the pains to write again, be- 
ing moved to it, by the thoughts of her own ap- 
proaching death, as well as by the news of the death 
of ſeveral of her father's neighbours and relations ; 


which put her in mind of what might happen to | 


bim, and how unprepared he was for it, to wit. 
SIR, 


HILST I was making a ſtrict inquiry 
how I might ſpeedily and * ſend you 
another letter, in hopes that, before I. die, your 
ſs would move you to vouchſafe me the com- 
fort of ſuch an anſwer, as my heart moſt paſſio- 
_ nately longs for; providence was pleaſed to bring a 
a gentleman this way, who has kindly offered me 
the ſafe conveyance of this letter into your hands; 

wherefore, tho? I very lately troubled you with one, 
and tho? writing, in the weak condition I am in, 
gives me a great deal of pain; yet that of the body 
is nothing, in reſpect of the pain my foul ſuffers, 
as often as I reflect upon the danger your's is in; 
and that the eternal happineſs of that, depends — 


on the uncertain moments of this — 
upon my knees 
I humbly beg your bleſſing, which, perhaps, will 


Wherefore, dear fir, once more, 


be the laſt time I ſhall aſk it, and alſo beg the con- 


fort of hearing of your heaith, which 1 hope is 


good; tho?, I thank God, mine is at preſent in a 1 
very low condition; his divine will be done in me, 


who does all things for the beſt. Alas! fir, when 


I conſider that we are all mortal, and that thous | 5 


an eternity of happineſs or miſery that attends us; 
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fince I know not how ſoon that may come 
to you, which 1 have reaſon to expect will ſoon 
happen to myſelf ; and which, I lately heard, has 
arrived to ſeveral of your neighbours, who, tho? 
young, and (as I fear) far from the thoughts of it, 
are now but duſt. How then can the pain that my 
heart feels be concealed ? or, indeed, how can I ex- 
preſs what I feel, till you are out of danger; and 
in ſuch a condition, as Geath may be welcome to 
you, whenever it comes? For God's fake, fir, 
think of it: ſurely ſuch a number of martyrs and 


learned confeſſors, have not diſpiſed the world, 


and ſuffered, for nothing; Oh! no, God ſpeaks to 
us in every thing, and all the benefits that we re- 
ceive, every moment proclaim his goodneſs ; who 
requires nothing, but that we believe, be forry and 
be ſave:!. And when we do believe in, and love 
Jeſus crucified, that we hate ourfelves for having 
offended ſo much love: having done this, what he 
requires for our repentance, inſtead of ſeeming hard, 


| it will be to you, dear fir, if, at my humble requeſt, 


you will do this; and that you will find ſuch a joy 
and comfort in the doing it, as all your paſt life 
could never afford you. Behold me now, therefore, 
proſtrate (if I could) below the feet of all crea- 
tures, and even the earth itſelf, to beg of you, for 
Chriſt's fake, not to deny my requeſt, of retiring 
yourſelf, two or three days, to conſider the truth ot 
things, and to take to heart your eternal concern. 
If I were dying, you would not deny me this; and 
I know not how far I am from it, at preſent, being 


very ill of a languiſhing diſtemper, which, I fear, 


will end in death. And, therefore, I beg it of you, 
as my laſt requeſt, with all the tenderneſs and ear- 
neſtneſs my ſoul can expreſs; aſſuring you, that your 
grant of it will be as dear to me, as the life you 
gave me. Pardon my tco great - boldneſs, pw 
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1 (as ſuch I fear you will think 
Dear fir, my heart is too full of 
ripe, ad Concer for you nt where 
our is in ſo iminent a danger. I 
Kana bg m7 ls and your own bleſſing for 
Your poor ſick child, 
CARE of Ixus. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Her interior ſufferings, in time of her feckneſs, and 


the effetts of ber chilaren” viſit. 


NE would have thought that the idee 
of God, which permits bim rot 
to be behind-hand with his creatures, ſeeing ber in 


the interior affiiftion ſhe ſuffered, vj on account of 


her father, as the aforeſaid letter: ivff ciently ex- 


- preſs; as well as the exterior the falt om her 1.ck- 


neſs, and a want of theſe helps to bcar it, which 
the auſterity cf her order permitted rot the uſe of, 
and which her love for him had therefore made 
her chooſe, loving ſuffering abuve all things, 
becauſe it was the beſt expreſſion ſhe could make 


of her love to him: I fay, one would have thought, | 


that the goodneſs of God would have moved him 
to t and ſweeten theſe great afflictions, with 
ſome interior comforts; but it happened, that his 
providence dealt q 
of a want of love, but out of an abundance of it; 
who, ſeeing the fidelity and courage, with which 
ſhe ſerved him, and her conſtant conformity to his 
divine will, even in the hardeſt things; and know- 


ing alſo, what an eternal weight of glory, theſe 


—_—y ſufferings gained for her, and that the 
more 
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more her fruſtratings were, the greater alſo --- 
was hor gains framed ts withdrew himſelf, toge= . 
ther with all interior comforts that ac 'a ſen- 
fible feeling of his preſence, ſo intirely from her, that 
ſhe thought he had totally abandoned and forfaken 
her; tho” ſtill he reſided in the ſecret of her heart, 
and inviſibly aſſiſted her to bear this moſt ſerſible 
affliction. Declaring, one day, theſe her ſuffer- 
. ings to a ſiſter that came to viſit her, who was a 
great confidant of her's, ſhe deſired her to pray for 
þ | her, that ſhe might intirely abandon herfelf to God's 
Iwill; and ſignified to her how great an addition it 
was to the mortification her ſickneſs brought with it, 
; | that it deprived her of 


the following manner. 2 3 
« ſiſters, that can aſſiſt in the quoire amongſt thoſe 


happy was I, when I had firength and abilities 

« to perform what our rules require ! but not j 
e acquitting myſelf in the performance of them, 

— Gn bs B 
« happineſs me; to w - 
4% for I know his infinite wiſdom thinks 2 
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from her children; but ſhe knowing how much her 


„ made me weep; being well, 
« ado to forbear the expreſſing the ſentiments of a 


„ pleaſing to her; and that the children, put- 


| © by any creature.” Perhaps the thoughts that 
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he ſuffered the crofs, when he complained 
22 him; and beg- 
ged of them to aſſiſt her with their prayers, that 


might bear this trial, as the ought ;*” teſti- 


ſhe 
ſying, «© That the pain it occaſioned was ſo great, 
© as that it had made her almoſt inſenſible of her 
* exterior ſufferings, neither feeling the pain of 


* that diſtemper, nor what was given her 
«© to eat.” One of the good ſiſters, thinking to 
give her eaſe in theſe her ſufferings, at leaſt for 


ſome little time, defired ſhe would admit of a viſit 


indiſpoſition had changed her from what ſhe had 
been formerly, was unwilling; for fear ſhe ſhould 
not have ſtrength enough to maintain that equality 
of mind, which ſhe had *till then expreſſed on fuch- 
hke occaſions ; yet, after much intreaty, ſhe gave 
her conſent, that they ſhould be brought to her; 
no ſooner were they come to her bed-fide, but ſhe 
tell a weeping. This unexpected effect made them 
be taken away from her ; and, after they 
were gone, the ſiſter aſked her the cauſe of her 
tears? ſhe anſwered, ** It was my tenderneſs that 
I had often much 


« mother; but now, being overcome with fick- 
« neſs, I cannot overcome myſelf.” Then the 
ſiſter aſked her, How the had attained to that 


She replied, 
& brother Clare, all things, but God, were diſ- 
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« ting her in mind of that other ſacrafice, which ſhe 
4 had made to God, cauſed her anew to ſettle her 
6 affections upon her creator, which, by the aſ- 
6 fiſtance of his divine grace, could not be altered 
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world, and that they were to be left to the care of 
firangers, might occaſion her tenderneſs in this vi- 
fit, which ſhe overcame in the next; in which the 
children were alſo taken from her, upon account of 
their own, and not of their mother's tears. As 
ſoon as they were out of the room, mother-abbeſs 
aſked her, if ſhe were not troubled for them * No, 
ſaid ſhe, I bleſs God, not in the leaſt; for I have 
long fince given them into his hands and protection, 
who, I am fure, can, and will take care of them. 
Wrrnour doubt, (as the religious took notice 
of before) ſhe had as great a tenderneſs ior her 
children, as a mother could have; and yet ſhe was 
ſo much miſtreſs over this paſſion, as ſhe ſeemed to 
have none at all for them ; which made one of the 
religious once tell her, in recriation, that ſhe would 
be much above her in Heaven, by reaſon of the 
great oblation ſhe had made; to which ſiſter Clare 
anſwered, it is you, dear ſiſter, that will meet with 
the higheſt place there, for having given yourſelf 
to kim, when you were young, making him your 
only ſpouſe ; upon which, the fiſter replied, and 
do you count it a ſmall to leave brother Clare, 
and your two an children? Here her humility 
would rot let her own the greatneſs of the gift; 
et her love to God forced her to make this ac- 
wledgement, viz. In leaving brother Clare and 
my children, I cannot fay that I have left nothing, 
and then, ſmiling, ſaid, God deſerves greater fa- 
—— than we can make him. 


3 CHAP. XI. 
Another trial God gave her, to complete ber Crown. 
is a ſtrange and wonderful that af- 


tion rents be = mock of tlave 3 yet the divine 
wiſdom, truth itſelf, has declared, That God 
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Danes 28 . take our Savi- 
er-“ our for my ſpouſe; I was not pure enough 
fal. that; * back and daſhed all my joy; 
: of ice but, me thought, how ſoever, tho? I did not 
to Nc feel that quietneſs I hoped, yet he would accept 
red ſſ of me; ard fo I preſumed to do it. Then again, 
we ee methought I muff never ſpeak of that aſfection 
an e we 
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by 


* reſigna 


190 The Hor v Ltrz of Book III. 


« we had for one another, which Ireſolved never 
< to do; then God enabled me to make an act of 


ation to his death: for, I am ſure I could 
* — of myſelf ; fo that new I go on ima- 
cc gining him dead, and 1 will five wo think there 
c was never ſuch a perſon. After this, I refolved 
«« to confirm all this by vow, if my director ap- 
« proved it, which he did; and faid, if our Sa- 
e viour would rot take me for his ſpouſe, he 
4 would be pleaſed to take me for his hand-maid, 
« and that was horour enough. All glory, praiſe 
« and hcrour, be to my good God! in all this 
« time, I ſuffered what cannot be expreſſed; and 
© theſe things came into my mind without 

«© ping, as if ſome one had preſented them to 
« my thoughts, to torment me. God be thanked 
46 — all. ' 

Tux great kindneſs ſhe here for bro- 
ther Clare, gave her, without parry the chief 
cauſe of that trouble, which the apprehenſion of 
his death occaſioned; but that which extremely 


that this apprehenſion gave her, of the truth of a- 
nother ſuſpicion, {which, as I before mentioned, 
had — afflicted her) that ſhe was left and 
abandoned by God; perceiving herſelf 
deluded in two points ſhe thought God had reveal- 
ed to her, viz. Her dying of that ſickneſs, and that 
the ſhould die before brother Clare; the now per- 
ceiving Heaven had decided the queſtion, contrary 
to what ſhe had before communicated to reverend 
mother-abbefs. In theſe continual convulſions of 
doubts and fears, fhe remained for about two 
months, in a very languiſhing condition of health ; 
and, during all that time, had an cccafion of 
as many ſacrifices of brother Clare, as ſhe had 
thoughts of him. And it ſeemed to be a mere than 
— — that ſo many let- 

ters 


nted this aſfliction, was the confirmation 


— — 


* out of too much kindne is ard charity towards me, 


Book II. LADY WARNER. 191 
ters ſhould meet with ſo unfortunate miſcarriages 
at this time ; for, tho? brother Clare received, and 
anſwered, every letter ſhe writ; yet not one of 
his anfwers came to her hands ; Almighty God 
foreſeeing that an addition would be made to her 
crown — , this interruption of correſpondence; by 
the infinite ads of reſignation ſhe daily 
= to God's holy will, in bearing his ſuppoſed 
death with fo ſingular and invincible a patience, 
even in that low and weak condit:on ſhe was in, her 
forces ſeeming to be quite exhauſted; Jets neither 
by ſighing, or any other exterior mark of grief, did 
ſhe ever give any ſign of this interior ſorrow ſhe 
ſuffered; which, without doubt, was the greater, 
the more it was ſuppreſſed. Perhaps we had never 
come tq a perfect and intire knowledge of this great 
and ſenfible affliction ſhe ſo couragioufly 
tho het paper mentions part of ic) had not mother- 
abbeſs, when one day ſhe came to viſit her, acci- 
dentally aſked her, whether any thing troubled her, 
bidding her tell if there did? When, behold! the 


|| love ſhe had for prompt obedience, overcame that, 


which, before, the had expreſſed for filent fuffer- 
ing ; for, without any more ado, and without the 
leaſt paſſion, ſhe told her, Dear mother, I be- 
6 lieve brother Clare is dead, which, I ſuppoſe, 


% you endeavour to conceal from me, krowi 


* how unable I am to bear ſo great an affliction; 


* but, if God pleaſe to have it fo, his holy will 
c be done; he who gave him to me, and now 
* 98 this creis by taking him from me, 
ons 


s what is beſt for me; whoſe goodneſs, 
„ as I cerfide, will aſſiſt me to fuffer whatever 
e his wi dom thinks beſt to ordain,”” Mother-ab- 

beſs uſed the beſt arguments flie could to convince 

her, that ker apprehenſion was without grourd; 
bur fiſler Clare intifting upon his flence, - 


N ä 
8 \ 4% | 
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192 The Ho Y Lirz of Book III 
fallible of his death; mother - abbeſi 
Could not ſo well anſwer it, having received, for 
- 22 Al but was forced 
to leave her ftill m and apprehenſion, 
what the ſuſpected might be true. But, the 
day, there came a packet of letters from 
which, mother-abbefs no foorer received, 
carried it with all ſpeed to ſiſter Clare, telling he 
with a great deal of joy, that ſhe had brou 
a convincing argument along with her, that 
Clare was not dead, as ſhe could not 

laſt time ſhe was with her, viz. A _ 
juſt received from him to her. She 
welce me news with a great deal of joy, 

it was a double comfort to her to find he was i 
health. ard that the ſtrong inſpiration ſhe 
ceived of her djing defer hin (der te hag 
informed her of) proved no illuſion, as ſhe 
it had been; but added, that the letter came tas 
late for her to be able to read it, or, indeed, to hear 
it read at preſent, finding her head ſo weak, as that 
ſhe could not attend to it; nor, indeed, was ſhe af- 
. 228 222 its 
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as well as the memory of the vow, which, with 
her confeſſor's perm ion, ſhe had made, Of 
„ never giving herſelf any ſati 
«© of him, or from him,“ made her take the pre- 
tence of her weakneſs, to deny herſelf the ſatisfac- 
tion, which hearing 'the letter would have given 
her; tho? the truth is, ſhe was extremely weak, 
her firength daily diminiſtirg, tho? the doctor did 
rot apprehend her {o near her death, as in re- 
8222 ſhe rever expreſſing to him or to 


thoſe that attended her, any thing at all of what | 
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(for her ſpirits were almoſt auſted, and her 
ſtrength quite ſpent) but the doctor anſwered, © That 
« it was no wonder to fee her in that condition, by 
«© reaſon of themany auſterities and mortifications ſhe 
% had undergone, and chiefly the violent combat the 
6 r v0 + hn 
&« dent ſymptoms in her body. Siſter Clare hear- 
ing this, and thinking that ſome might infer, 
from hence, that all her life in religion had been 
troubleſome and uneaſy ; to remove this ſuſpicion, 
and to undeceive thoſe 3 * 
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204 The Hory LIE of 'Book IV. 
Sifte, lege, mirare. 
Sta, viater, lagu —— r 
| Facet hic ſefulta 
8 de Ixs u. 
Nomen illam baud vulgarem indicat, 
Nabilss ac illuftris HANMERORUM demrus 
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Caliſtes affeiavit thalames - 


Book IV. Laar Waun. 205 


den end ane 


Stay, paſſenger, and pay a due tribute of tears 
To this funeral; 


Here hes buried 
Crars of IEsus. 

Her name fpakes her no ordinary perſon, 
The noble and illuſtrious houſe of Hax MRS 
Boaſts of her, as their progeny. 
This ſtar lay hid, a little while, 
(CLCiaouded with the darkneſs of errors, 

That afterwards it might adorn the world, 
With a more reſplendent orb. 
She married the honourable 

Sir Joun Wants, baronet. 

But breathing after nothing but Heaven, 
Z She aſpired to celeſtial nuptials ; 

And her deſires deing approved, and conſented to, 

By her excellent huſband ; 
Forfaking his embraces, and thoſe alſo 
Of her deareſt father, and children ; 
She ceaſed to be of the world, to be of J=svs. 

- She choſe this 
For the theatre of her virtue; 
Of Chriſt to her laſt breath, 
By the pradtiee of all peferQion, 
Verifying her name, Grontous. 
| She lived 
And 
In the year of our Lord,. 
8 GEIEDAYS January. | 
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CHAP. 


The Hoty Lirz of Book IV. 
fiſter Clare, as having been very well ac- 


place ſhe bore; and, coufequently, none 


gain no little credit to what ſhe writes con- 
can be more fit than ſhe, to give the world her 
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Book IV. Lady Warren. 209 
for you to difpoſe of; who, 1 hope, this foramer, 
3 GO e 
* [weet children, is community 
| can — 2 myſelf, who am, dear 


Graveling, January Your cbliged, 
27th, 1670. | and humble ſervant, 


< : 


A ktter from the reverend father Warren, canſeſſer 
is the Poor Clares of Graveling, to brother 4 
concerning the death of foſter Clare; in which be 
HOUGH the aforeſaid letter confirms what 
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I EN fore ne Rt 
N were nothing elſe, but ſo many 


a was to aſſiſt 
the ies of her neighbour, and comfort the 
aMi ws ns FRI __ 


=. 
— ahat ſhe 2 we her- 
ow another to be in any 


tent and happineſs, de — There 
— 2 dd Wd of her extraor- 
dinary charity, in which ſhe fo abounded, that ſhe 
made it properly her buſineſs to do good to all, and, 
like St. Paul, become all to all; be hold an aQ of 
charity one of the religious recounts. 

THErE were ſeveral of the community who 
did not underſtand French; wherefore, ſiſter 
Clare, who had ſeveral excellent French books 
lent her for her own uſe, was B 
that benefit alone, but moſt wi unparied the 
advantage ſhe recened by them, to tboſe, who 
knew not how to make uſe of .them. For ii end, 
ſhe obtained r 


nin the work-houſe, every Sunday and holy-day, to 


thoſe who had a mind to hear her. They who at- 
tended to her reading, affirm that they bare ex plica- 
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Book IV. Lady Warns. - 
her endeavour, not only to baniſh from 
mind all raſh ſurmiſes or cenſures, but 
rr 
either enter into, or any abode in 

of others ; wherefore, if ſhe ! 
leſs to another's advantage, if ſhe 


of God moved her to the love of ſilence, ibe better 
to attend to his divine inſpirations, which nothing 


bour, with which he inſpired her; and which 


row. 
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An Abridgement of the Life of 
ber ſpend three, nay, ſome- 
hours a day in this e xerciſe; which ſhe 
rformed, till her fuperior | commanded 
» fearing her conflitution might be im- 
father, I doubt rot, but the know- 
would be as great a comfort to you 
myſelf, for which reaſon I acquaint 
it; and, at the fame time, earneftly re- 
Commend myfel to your facrifices and Prayers, 
| Your humble ſervant in Chrift, 

* M. InzLaxD. 
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Her daily «lation to Almighty Gad, and a Etter to ber 
confeſſor, in which ſbe gives bim an account of ber 
} 


cience. 


SOUL to whom God W 1 
| neſs of pure ſuffering (which be rever fails 
o to ſuch a ore as expreſſes her fidelity by her 
3 to his divine will, in 
what croſſes he vouchſafes to fend) cannot 
but deſire it; tho”, at the ſame time, it is very ſenſi- 
ble of it: and the combat which is between 
nature and grace, between the inferior and ſuperi- 
or part of the ſoul, is very ſurprizing to thoſe who 

have not experier ced the like contracts. I do not 
remember to have met with a more admirable ex- 
preſſion of this warfare, than this oblation ſhe made 
of herſelf contains; which feems dictated by the 
Holy Ghoſt himſelf, it carrying along with it ſach 
an unction, as the reader will experience; and 
therefore will not wonder it was ſo much approved 


of by her ghoſtly father, and @ cooltanty Pe- 
tiſed by herſelf. 8 


* 


Rimnaperm WARNER. 


do according to my 
giv all to your diſpoſal, having no other intention 
than to do them purely os your were for your 
Jove. I offer alſo all that I ſhall tuffer i * 


to ſuch faithful and cou- 
fouls as her's was, took her at her word, 
and treated her in the fame manner as ſhe deſired, 
may ſee in her following letter, in which ſhe 
L of the ſtate and condition 


to her ſpiritual director. 


HAVE received a ſecond leiter from yeur re- 
"& verence, and cannot but acknowledge myſeli 
_ - mnfinitely obliged to you for the care of the good 

m poor foul, which makes me think it was an in- 
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An Abridgement of the Life of 
alſo; for when nature does not fubmit, but falls 
ſometimes into i 


ate to make s particular number, and 1 found 1 
had not that peace of mind, as | have when I do 


thing in the preſence of my All; 05-0 fiatie or 
the divine office, for I do underſtand very hitle of 
it, to be able to entertain my ts with it ; nei- 
ther can I force myſelf to think 22 
but, ſometimes, when I bow down at the Glaria Pa- 
' #ri, c. I adore the bleſſed trinity, ſtill abondoning 
myſelf arew, begging his holy wills may be done 
intirely in me, and fo remain in peace; when trou- 
bled with diftraQiors, I endeavour to reſiſt them, 
as muchard as well as I can, but not with violence, 
for then tre. do the mcre difqyet me; I then hum- 


aan and make an a2 of reigration as 


* worthineſs, of faith and of obedience ; 


ErizaBtrn Wanngs. 229 
fer them as long as God pleaſes, and by this means | 
am ſooner quit of them; I am fometimes afraid to 
go ſo often to holy communion, by reaſon | feel 
myſelf fo tepid and cold in devotion, and without 
any f of God; ſo that ſometimes 1 fear 1 
have no faith, becauſe 1 think if L had, 1 could 
ant dat flac ves ; but our father confeſſor bids 
me riot to ſtay from it upon this account, when others 
go; fo I never refrain from communicating when 
they do, and I think I ſhould have a great mor- 
tification, if I thould be bid to ſtay from it; for I 
do find in my foul a great defire of receiving as of- 
ten as I can ; for I make an act of con- 
trition, of annihilation, acknowledging my own un- 
telling him, 
that in obedience 1 come, for of myſelf I ſhould 
not dare to come. After I have received, I offer 
him up with myſelf to his eternal father, begging 

2 me a5 an intire holocauſt, and do 
Ir holy wills, and make 
me to his own heart; defiring my Saviour 
to entertain himſelf with himſelf, for I am not wor- 


ſhould be very glad to know how you like 
and whether I may not 122 2 follow 


ny 
re- 


m 


fatherly advice, 


prayers, that I may 


thereby prove 


( that obſcures 
Randing will permit, begging your 


of your holy 


follow it, and 
father, | 


rSSEESNE 
ke 4 
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ELIzaazrn Warns. 233 


I PREPARE Myſelf for meditation as follows. 
Having read it, by an a& of faith, I put myſelf in 
the preſence of God, faying, Lord! I believe that 
you are here preſent, and I had rather die than doubt 
of this truth. My God ! I here proſtrate myſelf at 
your ſacred feet, acknowledging that I am worſe 
than a worm that crawls upon the earth, by reafon 
of my many offences againſt you ; nay, that Fam 
nothing, and can do nothing, nor de ſerve any thing 
from you; but becauſe it is your will, I will here 
remain this hour; do with me what you pleaſe, if 
you give me comfort, tis more than I. deſerve, if 
you give me none, but let me ſtay here like a ftone, 
tis my juſt, deſert; in fine, if your will be done in 
me, my God, I deſire no more. After this, I reflect 
upon the meditation; if it be upon the paſſion, I 
confider our bleſſed Saviour ſuffering as God and 
maß for me, to give me an example of following 
hin, in practiſing thoſe virtues that he did there | 
exerciſe, according as the med tation makes mention 
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tual E. and 1 of him, and conflant 
myſelf for communion, either 


"Turx I pup 
; and when the prieſt ſays, 
5 I fay in at the firſt 
time, O my God | I am not worthy the multi- 
tude of my ſins to live any longer upon the earth: 
amn O my God! — 1 
& behold the Heavens: at the third, O 


Ar the end of maſs, I make the 


ſhall be 


fice of the maſs, and all other maſles that 
offered hout the whole world; oy _ 
whereof I beſeech thee to give me a ſigh 


fins and miſeries, and alſo qd x m=_—_ 
defects of my poor foul, ard ſupply my wants and 
unworthineſs : e is difplea- 
ſing to divine majeſty, make me one ac- 
A confirm my ſoul and 
body in. your ſervice, and al ways illuminate and di- 
rect me by the light of your incomparable divinity. 
AFTER maſs, I prepare myſelf for communion, 
upon thoſe days we communicate, by acts of con- 
LS TIS © weeks. rele te. 


5 * 


giving myſelf intirely to him, who has thus 


viour, and make profeſſion to him, that 1 


Sa N 8 — a PR” * * 2 


earneſtly his help in them: when I find my ſelĩ 
and dull, d without the nd e der- 
God, I humble my ſelf before him, acknow- 
that I am unworthy of receiving fo great a 
but in obedience I come to him, wiſh- 
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the joy of my heart, the light of 
the life of my ſoul, my chief and only 
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| intirely to me. After communion, 
come to my ſeat, I make another act of faith 
lieving truly that I have received my God, 
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rather die a thouſand deaths than believe the con- 


hilating myſelf in their preſence, and acknowledg- | 
ing my unworthineſs of entertaining fo great a God, 


begging him to entertain himſelf with himfelt, con- 
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She continues to render an account bow 
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my fins, with the great - 


the plaineſt manner; whilſt the prieſt 1s giving ab- 
ſolution, Limagine the ſacred blood of our Saviour 
in afull ſtream upon me, to waſhandcleanſe 
me from my ſins and oftences; and I agam endea- 
vour to make another act of contrition whilft I go 
from confeſſion. If I have time, I then fay my pe- 
nance with the greateſt attention that I am able, 
and in this place, Taſk panes; peapets amendmane, 
and hey God's aſbſting grace to enable me to the 
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She goes en in declaring how ſbe teak ber 


acki; ; viſited the bleſſed ſacrament; . — 


her ſpiritual ; carried ber iti 
50 thought pies 2 


rie 
2 Pater and Ave to the blef.' 


'  crament, where I fay 
_ ſed trinity, and three Times Gloria Patri: the firſt! 
to the eternal father, that he would, in union of that 


Su 


Ns ; 
N * a 
3 "OT. . yy n es dont 8 
7 wk 2 2 1 


"wakes rd _— 


** 


in the bas 


7 1 » wb I 
* oy ot 
AS. 


TE and endeavour to expreſs them in — 


perſect conformity of will, that his bleſſed jon had # 


* 
"—_— 


114 
HH 


3125 
15715 


1 1 HEM 195 

1 TRE e * 
TEA JH x 

Hey e 
115 l 1 1 
2 E 
1 12 Prat x 4 
let dng = pae deg onde £0} 
1111515 FH 1 mie * 


1101 In N wan; 1 

5 ga Tr Hoe | 

11 2141 f . 
10 1 | 

222132 115 T7 

1 itt GY 


H. her (elf in the in f 
tom mt in 27 1 De 47 | 
Ser ſelf to take ber reſt; with eme reflect ieus up- 


en the feregeing manifeſtation of ber cevations. 


F TE R compline, as ſoon as the litanies are 
7 * enced, 2 bleſſed ſacrament is expoſed 
& = quoire (it being a particular priviledge allow- 
| ed to that order, upon account of the great devotion 
their fourdreſs St. Clare had to the bleſſed facra- 
ment, to keep it in the quoire, and to be:able to 
= it when reverend mwother-abbeſs ſhould 

it convement, 1 
rn on Jew: oc wot 
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relation I have given, comes fo far ſhort, that were 
it gat to yourſel, -who, I am ſure, knows moe of 
them then I am able to expreſs, I Hould fear the 


on earth: whither Rn 
dar her ſpeedy aringl, I humbly beg the aſſiſtance 
of your reverences holy ſacrifices, and a remem- 
dare themed yo all but .chiefly of, very reve- 
rend father, Your reverence's moſt | 
fla Obedient ſervant in Chriſt, 

Siſter ANN BOonAvENTURE, 


A letter from _——— Waren, confeſſr to 
the Poor Clares at Graveling, to reverend father 
Clare, concerning his ſiſter's death, ſuffering life, 
and confurmity and union with God in proger. 


L. peers, wonder tow ir. the rea- 


der may, perhaps, wonder how *twas poflible, 
the infinite gcodneſs of God, could permit him 
to treat fo innocent, . 20, | 
wich fo much rigcur as this letter expreſſes ; if, 
fore hand, * not deſired to refleſt, that” 


his 


e 
and fidelity amidſt theſe 
i and the advantages ſhe would make by 
might not loſe 


through 
| them, as he law So Ge > dats 
given the reader this advertiſement, 
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bottom of her heart, · Let not mine, but your will 
© de done: neither would 1 leffen her merit, by 


letting her know the truth, knowing the neither 
Wanted zeal nor to 


dereliction, whilſt, D 


ing any confort from it, as he hindered his huma- 


nity in the garden from receiving any from the be- 


eee Lens Ser com- 


bo reverent - father Clare bis 3 
death, — 2 
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perſevere in this humble 
n to God's will, by a patient ſuifering of 


„ ond now-vieareſs ot Grave- 


| F TER two ſuch teſtimonies of ſiſter Ma- ; 
C2. n Clace's virtues, .as I. have ſet down-in-the 


tractive, but alſo moſt agreeable to nature, (viz. 
the taking care of her nieces, for whom ſhe had the 
— 2 1 7 -- 1 = 
require a very great watch over 

ones ſelf, to prevent the ſurpriſing fallies of nature) 

I thought her teſtimony, upon this account, world 
ſill add force to thoſe in the foregoing chapters; 
eſpecially, the being a perfon of experience in the 
practice of virtue, as her preſent employment teſti- 
ſies, tho', being ſtill l I dc fy ne mace, 


for fear of offending her humility Ker letter is as 
follows. 


Very reverend father, 


S to dear ſiſter Mary Clare, of happy meme- 
ry, all that I can fay ! is, that baving, for a 
long time, been her in the care which 
ſhe had of ber nieces, after their dear mother's de- 
T could never diſcover the leaft imperſection 


i6cing all that he had, and offeri 
if as an intire victim to Heaven. All her religious 


never to have been ſeen to break any rule, tho? ne- 


ſo through inadvertency. She ſo 
rr fo al, or RT hs canes - 
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its exerciſe : for the leaſt humble action her vigi- 
py out, was eagerly laid hold on by 
delight of her foul to perform the 
meaneſt offices of the kitchin or infirmary ; in both 
— — ſhe often did the work of thoſe, who 
were of far greater ſtrength, 
ſtitutzons, which ſhe compaſſed more by a ſpiritual 
eagerneſs, 


This conſtant fervor, thus powerfully aſſiſted 

God, caufed no lefs amazement, than x 
in us; and well it might, to fee ker fo much over- 
burthen' ber little weak limbs; but her vigorous 


On 


* 
* 


allowing herſelf the ſweet air of the garden, unleſs 
 Bewerecommanded to do it; and then it was perfor- 
med with fo much reculleQtion, and mortification) 
| of her ſenſes, with her veil over her face, and her 


| eyes. caſt down upon the ground, that the totally! 
© gh 5 ceprived 
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ſhoulders, with a crown upon her head 
wax-candle in her hand, is led by 
gentleman to the church door ak... 

her habit, veil, n * 


2 them, with two fervants who 


carry wax-candles, meet her at the church door; 


here ſhe receives holy water from the father, 


| begs and receives his bleſſing. Then the father 


gives her a crucifix, which, when he offers to her, 
the gi the candle 2 in her 
of the conviarices to 

Then the father begins t 


e ſpouſe of Chriſt, take the crown whiel our lord 
ec 


has prepared for thee ſor ever ;” and then goes 
before her into the church; where a pr: — ce 


during maſs; which is fong, either 
Holy Ghoft, or our bleſſed 


At e of- 
fertory, ſhe offers a wax-cardle, W i laced 
upon the altar. Then the father, ſpeaking to the 
bride, f-ys, What do you aſk?” to whom. fe 
anſwers, L Gract tid merty of cir Land Jo 118 
< \Chaiſt ; and of you, reverend father N. ard 
66 You, reverend mother-abbeſa, and of ven, * 

2 
*, 


« deareſt ſiſters, Hh 
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fervant, as a mark of religion, is about to be cloath- 


ed; and vouchſafe fo to ſantiſie it, that ſhe may 
be diſtinguiſhed from other women, whilſt enriched 


by this cloathing. Through Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


ORD Jeſus Chriſt, who vouchſafed to cloath 
thyſelf with the veſtment of 22 
M immenſe abundance of thy 
liberality, that thou wouldſt vouchſafe to bleſs 
this ſort of garment, which our hcly father St. 
Francis, and the Holy fathers that renounced the 
world, ordained the wearing of, as a mark of inno- 
cency and humility; that this thy ſervant N. who 
puts it on, may at the ſame time put on thyſclt,. 
who liveſt and reigneſt, &c.. 


MNIPOTENT, eternal, and merciful 
God, who haſt manifeſted the mercy of thy 
ety, in the bloody paſſion of thy fon, we humbly 
ſeech thee, to bleſs this garment ;. that thy ſer-- 
_—_ in 1 it, may have a continual memory of 


** The bleſſing of the cord. 


G OD! who, that thou mighteſt fet a ſlave: 

at liberty, would'ſt bind thy fon 7 cords, 
blefs this cord, we beſeech thee, that thy ſervant, 
who ſhall girt ber body with it, as 4 4 a band, 
may remain mindful of the bands of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and may perſevere in the order ſhe has 
pily undertaken, and acknowledge herſelf tied with: 
affeQion to thy ſervice, through Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 
T he bleffing of the veil. 


L ORD! we humbly beſeech thee, that 
powerful bleſſing may deſcend upon this hi well, 
wherewith the head of thy handmaid is to be co- 
vered; that ir ma become bleſſed and koly to her, 
: through Chriſt-our Lord. Amen. 

| N o co, 
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G OD, the head of all the faithful, and the 
ſaviour of the whole body of thy church, 
fanctify, by thy right-hand, this covering, which thy 
fervant, ſor love of thee, and thy virgin mother, is 
about to put on her head; that ſhe may keep, with 
an unſpotted body and mind, what is underſtood to 
E in; that, when fhe ſhall come prepared 

ith the wiſe virgins, :0 receive the everlaſting re- 
ward of ſaints, ſhe may deſerve to be introduced by 
thee, to the nuptials of everlaſting felicity, who li- 
veſt and reigneſt, &c. 


T be bleſſing of the crown. 


GOD, who haſt vouchſafeſt to promiſe a 

crown of glory to theſe that ſhall faithfully 
perſevere in fighting until death; gracicuſly extend 
the bleſſing of thy right-hand upon this crown, and 
grant that ſhe that wears it may ſo finiſh the courfe 
of her life, that ſhe may deſerve to receive upon 
her head a crown of glory and honour, compoſed 
of precious ſtones, from thee, O King of glory, 
who with the father, and the Holy Ghoſt, liveſt 
and reigneſt, world without end. Amen. 


Mass being ended, as far as the communion of 
the prieft, (when he communicates the bride, if be- 
tore ſhe had communicated) the father aſks her; 
Do you deſire to proceed? the bride anſwers, Yes, 
reverend father: then the father aſis her again; 
Have you all the conditions requiſite, for the taking 
of 2 religious habit? (The conditions requird are, 

rt. That ſhe be a good catholick. 2. Free from the 
tye of marriage, br that both with mutual conſent en- 
ter into religion. 3. Sound in body. 4. Sound in 
mind. $5. Lawfully born. 6. Free from debts. 7. 
Tie by no condition or promiſe. 8. Spotted with no 
_ infamy. And hſtly, fiſteen years of age.) The 

bride anſwers, I have a... - 


EzIzazZ Tn WAX 


bim. Father, Lord hear my prayer. Quoire, And 
let my cry come unto thee. Father, The lord be- 
with you. — woth thy. Gio. 


LORD Jeſus Chrif#! the true and perfect 
ſpouſe of faithful fouls, who haſt comman- 


: grant that this thy ſervant, whom thou 
2 — ar | 
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rtue of continerce and chaſtity may re- 
CT and cf the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; and the quoire an- 
ſwers, Amen. In putting on the cleak, the abbefs 
uſeth ſome cf. thoſewwords, which the prieſt recite s 
Ee. maſs, whilſt he puts on the ſtele, ſinging 
with a loud voice ; Let our Lord reſtore 
the ſtole cf immortality, which thou: 
r parerts, 

the Father, and of the Son, and of 
and the quote anſwers, Amen. 
on white veil, the abbeſs ſings or 
loud voice voice ; Take un veil 293 mark of 
ha — — 


the 
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another gives Fer a cardle in her left; which 
ing received, ſhe ces to the grate and kneels 
down before it, and al the religicus alſo kneel in 
place where they ſteod, with their faces 
the altar, and de father reads the follow 
le, out of Pal. 67. 29. Confirm this, O 
ich thou haſt wrought in us; and the 

out of Veri. 30. From thy temple 


Let us prox. 
REVENT, O Lord, our actions by thy di- 
vine inſpiration, and fo aſſiſt us with thy help 

them; that each prayer and action of 
ours may be begun by thee, and once begun, may 


Father, Let thy divine help remain with us. 

Tunis ended, the miſtreſs of novices takes her by 
the hand, and leads her round the quoire, begin- 
ning yith reverend mother-abbeſs, and the moſt 
ancient religious, whom ſhe ſalutes; whilſt the 
quoire recites the 102. Pfalm : Behold how pleafant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity; which 
ended, the quoire fings or fays with a loud voice, 
the hymn of St. Ambroſe : We praiſe thee, O God, 
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wit i them end this treatiſe. 


des ceremony, page 131. 1 


Lord have mercy upon her. 
Chriſt have mercy upon her. 
Lord have mercy upon her.. 
Chrift hear her. 

Chriſt graciouſly hear her. 

_ God the father of Heaven: : have mercy upon her. 

God the fon redeemer of the world: have mer-. 

cy upon her. 

Sed the Hely Ghoſt: have mercy upon her. 

Holy Trinity, one God: have mercy upon her 

Mary 1 


_ Vigo: of. Virgi 


All ye Holy Virgins 5 
Al ye Men and Women, Sant of Go inter- 
ede for her. 

Pe merciful: 

Spare her O Lord. 

From uncleanefs of body and mind, 
Deliver her O Lord. 


Ele mathey of the incarration, paſſion; 
"= pm 22 — delwer her, 


We ſinners: beſeech thee to hear her. 

„ D ts ade thy bends, 10 
perſevete in chaſtity and poverty 

* N „SL. 


= 


k - 


s That thou vouchſafe to give ber the virue,of 


"That thou vouchiafe to give eternal reſt to all 


That thou vouchfafe to give her an increaſe of 


Son of God; 
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true humility and obedience; 
We beſeech thee to hear us, © Lord. 


faith, hope and charity; 
We hefveck thee to hear us, O Lord. 


the departed; 
We beſecch thee to hear us, O Lord, 


We beſeech thee to hear us. 7 ; =_ 
Lambof Godthat takeft away the fins ofthe world; * 


Spare us, O Lord. 


Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins of the 
world; 


ew. O Lord. 


Lamb of God, that * away the fins of the 
world; 


Have mercy on us. | q 


Lord, have mercy on us. 


Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Tux father begins the two firſt words of Our fa- 


ther, (ſaying the reſt to humielf,) till he comes to 


the following words, And 


tion, which he fays aloud, and the Queire anfw 
But deliver us from evil, Amen. MS 


| Facker, Let not the enemy | 
' Quowe, Nor the fon of iniquity beale to burthar.. 


Prayer. Let our humble petitions, &c. L IJ." . 


o + - 


| Father, Send her þ 


lead us rot into tempta- 


Then the father ſays, Lord fave thy ſervant. 
Quoire, Who, my God, places her truſt in thee. 
help from thy ſanctuary. 
And from Sion def her. 
Father, Be to her a tower of 


_ To defend her from the face of her ene- 
prevail againſt her. 
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